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Call for Conference Proposals 
 

 

The 13th Annual Summer Institute on Early Childhood Development 

Growing ECE Access and Quality: Opportunities and Challenges  

The Atkinson Centre for Society and Child Development, OISE and the School of Early Childhood, George Brown College is 

pleased to announce its Call for Proposals for the 13th Annual Summer Institute on Early Childhood Development. The 

Conference takes place June 2, 3, 2016 at George Brown College, Waterfront Campus, 51 Dockside Drive, Toronto, 

Ontario. 

Proposals for workshops, panel presentations, papers and poster sessions are welcome by email 

(atkinson.centre@utoronto.ca) no later than January 31, 2016 providing the details listed on page 2 of this document. 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to stay informed. 

 

The 13th Summer Institute theme is Growing ECE Access and Quality: Opportunities and Challenges. Featured speakers 

from the OECD will share best practices in policy and programming addressing how jurisdictions are expanding access to 

early childhood education while maintaining program quality; how they are responding to the unique needs of 0-3 year 

olds against the demand for programs for 4-6 year olds; and how to balance children’s right to early education with 

parents’ need for child care. 

Proposals should feature examples of promising practice in public policy and programming, and may include findings from 

program evaluations and innovative practices in development. Topics cover all countries, with an emphasis on Canada, 

and include: 

1. Moving from a service patchwork to an ECE system: Bringing together education, child care, family resources and 
early intervention.  

2. Financing early education: The balance between public and private responsibility; adequacy, equity and 
transparency in ECE funding. 

3. Educator labour markets: The hiring, evaluation and compensation of educators, educator shortages, collective 
bargaining, occupational standards and educator quality.  

4. Little kids in big schools: The role of schools in the provision of early education and family support programming.  
5. Integrating Indigenous knowledge into early childhood programming and practices.  
6. Inequity within diverse social contexts: Creating opportunities for families and neighborhoods in early education. 
7. Pedagogy: Approaches to inclusion and equity. Responding to families traumatized by conflict; the inclusion of 

children with special needs/exceptionalities. Documentation, technology in the classroom. 
8. Evaluation and accountability: Program standards and evaluating child and program outcomes.  

http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/atkinson/Main/index.html
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/oise/Home/index.html
http://www.georgebrown.ca/earlychildhood/
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/atkinson/Events/2016_Events/Summer_Institute_2016.html
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/51+Dockside+Dr,+Toronto,+ON+M5A+1B6/@43.643938,-79.3677386,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x89d4cb24388dbd39:0xbb17364a275a50ee?shorturl=1
mailto:atkinson.centre@utoronto.ca
https://www.facebook.com/earlyyearsstudy
https://twitter.com/AtkinsonCentre?lang=en
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9. Early years service planning: Who is responsible? Who is/or should be at the table and in what capacity? 
10. Leadership preparation: How higher education and professional learning are responding to the new demands 

placed on the workforce and its administrators. 
 

Consideration will be given to regional representation. Where possible conference organizers will facilitate sessions that 

include researchers, practitioners and policymakers to synthesize findings and describe what they might mean for policy 

and practice. 

Proposals should be no more than two pages and include: 

 Name, position and contact information of presenters and co-presenters.  

 Type of presentation: Panel, workshop, paper or poster session. 

 A 125-word summary of the proposal as you would like it to appear in the conference brochure if the proposal is 
accepted. 

 A description of the presentation with reference to the conference theme, topics and how your presentation may 
further best practices in ECE programming and policies.  

 Relevant research, if applicable. 

 AV requirements  

Presentations that contain commercial marketing will not be accepted.  

Presenters will be notified by February 28, 2016. Travel subsidies are available for presenters.  

The conference will be webcast. Presentations should be forwarded two weeks in advance and will appear on the 
conference website as part of the conference report. 

Definition: 

The term “early childhood education” (ECE) includes all arrangements providing care and education for children prior to 

compulsory schooling (Grade 1), regardless of setting, funding, auspice, opening hours or program content. In the context 

of Canada ECE includes, but is not exclusive of licensed child care programs, family home care, nursery schools, pre-́

Maternelle, Aboriginal Head Start, early years centres, family resource and support programs, preschool, pre-primary, 

primary, kindergarten, pre-kindergarten and junior kindergarten. 


