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Overview 

-
 

 

 

The Basics 

Date:  Friday January 11, 2013 
Time:  9am-3pm 
Location:  OISE Library and other classrooms at OISE 
 
Schedule:   
9-10am – Welcome; Keynote Speaker; Q&A 

10-10.15am – break 

10.15-11.45am – Workshops Session 1 

11.45-12.45 – light lunch provided (please bring your own re-usable plate, cutlery and a drink) 

12.45-2.15pm - Workshops Session 2 

2.15-2.30pm – break 

2.30-3pm – Closing speakers (Elementary and/or Secondary Eco-Teams) 

 

This conference is free for MT and MA/Child Studies graduate students. 

 

To Register: 

Visit the Student Services website at  
 
http://www.studentservices.oise.utoronto.ca/conferences.aspx 

http://www.studentservices.oise.utoronto.ca/conferences.aspx


  

Keynote Speaker:  

 

Child in the Wild: The Power and potential of Green School Grounds and Learning 
Outside 
 
Cam Collyer, Director, Learning Grounds, Evergreen 
 
Why are school grounds more important to children and educators than ever before? What's driving the 
efforts to reinvent Canadian school grounds into vibrant learning spaces? This presentation will highlight 
examples that illustrate the impact of Evergreen's work both in formal and informal areas of 
environmental education (school ground greening, teacher training, school field trips, summer camps). It 
will also describe Evergreen's innovative partnerships with school boards and their long term impacts. 

Cam Collyer oversees Evergreen's suite of programs connecting Children and Nature.  Between 1997 – 
2010, Cam directed Evergreen’s award–winning Learning Grounds Program, overseeing the 
establishment of a national network of school ground design professionals, the creation of numerous 
print and web–based publications, the establishment of pioneering partnerships with schools boards 
across Canada and the distribution of over $1.5 million in grants to schools.  Cam has consulted on 
school environmental programs in Cuba, acted as an advisor on the J.W. McConnell Family Foundation's 
Green Street Program and Unilever's EcoVoyageurs program and sits as a Director of Green Teacher 
Magazine.   A qualified teacher, with a specialty in outdoor and experiential education, he has worked in 
a variety of public and private educational settings.  Cam is a regular presenter at conferences, 
universities and in the media on topics of school ground greening, environmental education, and the 
connection between children and nature. 

 

Closing Speakers: 
 

Move to the BEAT! Environmental Change by a Secondary School EcoTeam 

The BEAT Team – Secondary School student EcoTeam members from Dr. Norman Bethune CI (along 
with teacher Sonya Goldberg) 

The Bethune Environmental Action Team (BEAT) is an active group of secondary school students from 
Dr. Norman Bethune CI who are making their school one of the leaders of positive environmental 
change in the TDSB’s Ecoschool Program.  Come and listen to BEAT representatives as they describe 
what they do and offer their advice to new teachers on how to best support student-led activism in the 
schools. 

  



Morning Workshops/Leaders: 
 

 

- - -

-   
Workshop geared to:  Early Years and Primary 
 

 

-

-
 

Workshop geared to:  All levels 
 

-  
In introducing primary children to the world of nature, the best place to start is in their most immediate 
and familiar environments. This workshop will focus on laying a foundation for ecological literacy 
through interactive activities in the schoolyard. Activities will address outdoor learning skills, working 
with environmental issues with younger students, and facilitating inquiry. Be prepared to go outside for 
part of the session. 
Workshop geared to:  Primary, Junior and Intermediate 
 
FoodShare's Recipe for Change                               Brooke Ziebell, Schools Coordinator, Foodshare 
FoodShare's Field to Table Schools program are cooking up a Recipe for Change. Since 2006, the team 
has provided good food education for nearly 10,000 students from JK - Grade 12, and over 1000 
educators. They've assisted with the development of over 30 school food gardens and composting 
programs and have designed innovative technologies for growing food in classrooms and school yards all 
year long.  Come along to experience first-hand a sampling of their Food Literacy programming, and find 
out how they get students of all ages excited about growing, cooking, eating and celebrating good 
healthy food. 
Workshop geared to:  Primary, Junior and Intermediate 
 
Ecojustice and Advocacy through Music, Movement, and Poetry             Matthew Tran-Adams, OISE 
Music Instructor and the Intermediate/Senior Music Education Class 
The arts can enliven environmental education through a variety of creative media and this has the 
potential to invigorate a larger audience. Join us in a holistic experience, experimenting with sound and 
movement, using accessible technology responding to environmental literature and our urban 
environment. We will build a multimedia art piece and discuss broader applications of how to apply this 
to a variety of classrooms and ecojustice/advocacy work.  Workshop geared to:  Intermediate and Senior 



 
  -

 

-

-    

Workshop geared to:  All Levels 
 
EcoSchools and You        Elanor Waslander, Ontario Ecoschools Program 
What is Ontario EcoSchools? How does the EcoSchools program work?  How do schools build capacity 
and certify as an EcoSchool? How can EcoSchools help schools become more sustainable and teach 
students about environmental issues?  Find out the answers to these questions and more at the 
EcoSchools and You workshop.  We will explore teaching and learning strategies that successful schools 
implement as well as the resources Ontario EcoSchools has to offer. We will also take a look at best 
practices that have been gathered over the past 7 years from participating schools.  
Workshop geared to:  All Levels 
 
Learning Through Natural Dental Care     Tracey Tief,  Anarres Natural Health 

 
-

 
 

-
 

 
Workshop geared to:  All Levels 
 
Environmental Learning Through Dance    Monique Bergeron, Dance Educator 
This workshop will explore various Environmental and Sustainability themes though the universal 
language of dance. Various participatory activities, as well as learning and teaching resources will be 
examined. Participants will be inspired by the many different ways dance can be utilized to compliment 
any lesson plan.  Absolutely no dance experience necessary. Please wear comfortable shoes and 
clothing. 
Workshop geared to:  All Levels 
 
 

  



Afternoon Workshops/Leaders: 

 

 

- - -

 
Workshop geared to:  Junior  
 

Eco-justice in Education                                           Erin Sperling, OISE 
Why should we connect OISE’s focus on social justice education to that of eco-justice education?  What 
do race, class and economic status have to do with environmental learning?  This session explores the 
rationale and approaches for eco-justice education as one way to infuse Environmental and 
Sustainability Education into classrooms and subject areas while supporting our dedication to social 
justice work.  We will collaboratively build a working definition of eco-justice education, set it in context 
with social justice learning, and hear from a teacher doing innovative work in this area.  This will lead to 
making our own subject-based connections to eco-justice education. 
Workshop geared to:  All Levels 
 
FoodShare's Recipe for Change                   Brooke Ziebell, Schools Coordinator, Foodshare 
FoodShare's Field to Table Schools program are cooking up a Recipe for Change. Since 2006, the team 
has provided good food education for nearly 10,000 students from JK - Grade 12, and over 1000 
educators. They've assisted with the development of over 30 school food gardens and composting 
programs and have designed innovative technologies for growing food in classrooms and school yards all 
year long.  Come along to experience first-hand a sampling of their Food Literacy programming, and find 
out how they get students of all ages excited about growing, cooking, eating and celebrating good 
healthy food. 
Workshop geared to:  Primary, Junior and Intermediate 
 
Causing a FLAP:  Integrating Environmental Activism with Art Education   Hilary Inwood, OISE 
Art education is an engaging way to introduce children and youth to age-appropriate forms of 
environmental activism.  This workshop introduces the work of environmental artists who create 
innovative solutions to environmental challenges and demonstrates how to connect their work across 
the curriculum.  Then you’ll try out an environmentally-friendly approach to print-making that 
contributes to the FLAP campaign, working to save birds in migration.  No previous skills in art-making 
necessary! 
Workshop geared to:  All Levels 
 
EcoSchools and You             Elanor Waslander, Ontario Ecoschools Program 
What is Ontario EcoSchools? How does the EcoSchools program work?  How do schools build capacity 
and certify as an EcoSchool? How can EcoSchools help schools become more sustainable and teach 
students about environmental issues?  Find out the answers to these questions and more at the 
EcoSchools and You workshop.  We will explore teaching and learning strategies that successful schools 



implement as well as the resources Ontario EcoSchools has to offer. We will also take a look at best 
practices that have been gathered over the past 7 years from participating schools.  
Workshop geared to:  All Levels 
 
Soundscape in the Classroom         Doug Friesen, TDSB Music Teacher   
 This workshop presents ways to engage with sounds of our environment, the soundscape, through 
composition and improvisation.  We will use creative listening of present and distant soundscapes as an 
exploration of space and identity.  We will finish with a discussion of how this work might be used to 
address specific topics in Environmental and Sustainability Education.  
Workshop geared to:  Junior and Intermediate 
 
Warming up to Environmental Education:  Lessons from an Ecoschools Teacher     Jennet Poffenroth, 
TDSB Teacher/Ecoschools Leader 

   

  

 
 

Workshop geared to:  Primary, Junior and Intermediate 
 

  -
 

-

-    
 Workshop geared to:  All Levels 
 
Science for Environmental Citizenship in Grades K-6        James C. Eslinger, OISE Science Instructor 
This session will focus on the importance of developing environmental citizens who possess the 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to investigate and take action on environmental issues. We 
will explore how science and technology impact society and the environment (STSE) in both positive and 
negative ways and engage with practical, hands-on activities that promote environmental citizenship.  
Workshop geared to:  Primary and Junior 
 

 


