
 
 
 
Dear Child Study and Education (CSE) MA Candidate, 
 
Welcome! Congratulations on your offer of admission to our Child Study and Education MA program at 
OISE-UT! We were pleased to get acquainted with you during your interview and look forward to working 
with you and getting to know you even better beginning this September, 2017. Everyone is on a first 
name basis here at the Dr. Eric Jackman Institute of Child Study (JICS). 
 
We hope to see you at our Welcome Reception on Tuesday, March 7th at 5pm at OISE in the 12th floor 
Nexus Lounge. Our students tell us they found this event grounding and helpful. There will be a reminder 
email with details needed near the event date. 
 
As you prepare for our 2-year teacher education program, I would like to review some its unique 
features. It leads to a Master of Arts degree in Child Study and Education and will certify you to be a 
classroom teacher in Ontario (Early Years: Junior Kindergarten/Senior Kindergarten, Primary: Grades 1-
3; Junior: Grades 4-6). It is a professional program that involves a core of required coursework in 
curriculum and child study and approximately 600 hours of practicum placements in classrooms.  
 
Students complete courses related to curriculum, child study, observation and reporting, as well as 
special education and adaptive instruction. Each practicum course is connected to a seminar course with 
lots of opportunity for discussion and feedback. Globally renowned MA program professors and course 
instructors are committed to the Jackman ICS mission of combining scholarship, practice and 
professional education to improve the lives of children, investigating topics with implications for practice 
and policies. 
 
Our program is distinctive from other teacher education programs in its close collaboration with our on-
site laboratory school, where practices are anchored in inquiry, developmental readiness, and emerging 
research (2016 winner of the international Outstanding Laboratory School Award). Many MA CSE teacher 
candidates have the opportunity to complete one of their practicum placements in our Laboratory School 
in collaboration with the teachers and the principal who are involved in many aspects of the teacher 
education program courses. Laboratory school teacher-researchers are regularly involved as instructors 
in our teacher education program. 
 
Our students are encouraged to take advantage of opportunities to participate in research projects in 
the Institute’s R.G.N. Laidlaw Research Centre (optional). Paid research assistantships and graduate 
assistantships are among the possibilities. Volunteer work is possible as well. For faculty research 
interest information, click on the link to follow: 
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ics/Laidlaw_Research_Centre/Faculty_Profiles/index.html.  
 
As you plan for your living arrangements in the fall, please note that first-year students are required to 
complete three 8-week teaching blocks in public, separate or independent schools, and other Toronto 
educational settings. These placements are located as close to public transit as is feasible. They are 
designed to provide the Teacher Candidate with experience in a variety of school communities.   
 
ALL students must be prepared to attend placement four mornings per week in the first year and attend 
classes in the afternoon or evenings. In the second year of the program teacher candidates complete one 
academic term and one term in which they complete a 13-week internship with a Mentor Teacher. This 
internship requires students to spend two full days and 3 half days in the placement classroom. 
 

http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ics/Laidlaw_Research_Centre/Faculty_Profiles/index.html


We look forward to having you join us! Vanessa Dane, our Program Liaison, will be pleased to provide 
you with further program information. Do not hesitate to contact her with your questions at 
cse.program@utoronto.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Clare Kosnik, Ph.D., Program Chair and Director  
 

 
 
Important dates: 
Week of September 5th  Orientation events, MANDATORY 
Monday, September 4th  Labour Day (university closed, no events scheduled) 
Monday, September 11th First day of OISE classes and practicum placement in an elementary  
    school 
 


