WELCOME TO SESE 

The Department of Sociology and Equity Studies in Education (SESE) is an exciting place to study where you will find critical scholarship and teaching, a diverse group of students and faculty, and several cutting-edge research centres and research projects. Our approach to sociology in education through a critical lens on equity makes SESE unique in Canada and in the world.  SESE faculty members, researchers and students not only produce valuable scholarship and research, but also work with community organizations to use their academic skills in the service of broader justice and equity concerns.   

We offer a full range of graduate programs leading to M.Ed., M.A., Ed.D., and Ph.D. degrees, providing students with a foundation in Sociology in Education with an emphasis on equity issues. Sociology in Education includes the study of the social contexts of education, as well as inquiry into the social relations that organize educational practices and experiences. We understand education as a broad, multi-faceted concept – the social organization of knowledge, teaching, and learning in a number of relations and sites, within and beyond schooling. ‘Equity’ informs the range of critical perspectives through which these phenomena are analyzed. We blend this vision of Sociology in Education with principles of interdisciplinarity and community engagement, while working to bridge divisions between theory and practice.

Several SESE faculty also participate in OISE/UT’s initial teacher education program, with a particular focus on the School and Society courses, as well as more specialized Related Studies courses [http://ro.oise.utoronto.ca/ , click on "Initial Teacher Education" on the left-hand menu].

The Department organizes a series of scholarly seminars each year, with speakers drawn from among regular and visiting faculty or graduate students. In addition, the Department’s research centres offer public seminars and conferences. Look for notices in the news and events section of this site, as well as on the Department’s bulletin boards.

Research Centres housed in SESE include:

      -
the Centre for Integrated Anti-Racism Studies (CIARS) which provides a focal

            academic point to carry out sustained intellectual work in the areas of race, social
            difference, and education [see http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/ciars/index.html]

· the Centre for the Study of Education and Work (CSEW) which is devoted to pursuing critical investigations of all aspects of learning (formal and informal) that may be relevant to work [see http://www.learningwork.ca/csew
· the Centre for Media and Culture in Education (CMCE) which fosters links with the fast expanding network of film/video artists, cultural workers, activists, teachers and students who use experimental visual forms as a site for political critique, resistance, and change [see http://cmce.oise.utoronto.ca].

In addition to the centres located within the Department, SESE is also closely affiliated with the following OISE/UT research centres: 

       -    the Centre for Franco-Ontarian Studies (CRÉFO). CRÉFO conducts research
            relating to social and linguistic practices of Francophones living in a minority
            setting [see http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/crefo]

· the Centre for Women’s studies in Education (CWSE), which conducts, promotes, and distributes research in women’s studies and hosts an international summer institute on women, human rights and peacebuilding in an era of globalization [see http://www1.oise.utoronto.ca/cwse/
· the Comparative, International, and Development Education Centre (CIDE), which offers diverse and dynamic graduate programs in the field of comparative education [see http://cide.oise.utoronto.ca/]

· the Transformative Learning Centre (TLC), which supports interdepartmental research and instruction in Transformative Learning Studies and related areas, provides a forum for the discussion of interdisciplinary issues related to transformative learning and social transformation, and provide a structure for community-university partnerships in research, education and social action both in local and global communities. [see http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/tlcentre/].

Research opportunities for students are available through individual faculty research projects and research centres affiliated with the department. Such research positions will be posted on the department’s and OISE’s web-sites. 


