Call For Papers (CFP) Sociology and Equity Studies in Education (SESE) Graduate Student Conference

Contested Spaces: The Reorganization of Schooling under Neo-Liberalism

Saturday, 3 April 2010
Contested Spaces’ point of departure is that schooling and education in Canada are inscribed in histories of settler-colonialism, imperialism, and (neo)liberalism. We will consider these terms broadly to provide a space for dialogue on the regulation of bodies and the production of knowledge, and for the imagining and practicing of alternate possibilities.

Also, this conference responds to the increased attack on disciplines and programming that critically interrogate the state, institutions, systems of power, and social relations. Recent eliminations of programs such as Women’s Studies at the University of Guelph, History and Philosophy at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), and cuts to equity programs such as Disability Studies and the Transitional Year Program (TYP) at the University of Toronto, are only a few examples. Further, the intervention of the Conservative government into the governing of Social Sciences Humanities and Research Council (SSHRC) grants/scholarships, its consequent requisite to make research legible to business and state interests, and scrutiny of the organization of conferences such as “Israel/Palestine: Mapping Models of Statehood and Paths to Peace”, reveal the ways in which the academy is being actively reshaped by security and corporate interests linked to the state and shifts in this geo-political moment. 

Possible Paper Topics include:

Contested Institutions

Indigenous peoples, settler-colonialism and schooling

Curriculum and knowledge production (foundationalism, interdisciplinarity, epistemological conditioning, comparative studies, area studies, Eurocentrism) 

Accessibility in relation to physical space, social space, economic and class-based barriers

The securitization of space

Precarious Labour

Issues relating to funding structures, contract, tenured, sessional employment; visas and immigration status in relation to schooling; the role of unions 

Contested Content/Contested Bodies

Academic freedom and freedom of expression (censorship and attacks on political speech/organizing)

Queer responses to the neoliberal state in areas of performance, activism, curriculum
Disability, gender, race and the production of knowledge/regulation of bodies.
ABSTRACTS

Abstracts of no more than 300 words should be sent to seseconference@gmail.com by Friday, January 22nd, 2010. Please observe the following procedures to enable peer-review:

1) Attach a short biographical note on a separate page.

2) Do not include your name on the same page as the abstract.

3) Type “abstract” in the subject line of your email.

Conference Organizing Committee: Nashwa Salem, Hannah Dyer, Natalie Kouri-Towe, Shaista Patel, Kendra Pitt, Laura Kwak, Cindy Sinclair, Fariah Chowdhury

Co-Sponsored by the TPS Student Association  

