
Dear OISE community members: 
  
As you notice, the lobby furniture has been removed which marks the beginning of the exciting and 
much needed lobby renovation project! Please click here to see the latest rendering based on the 
community and university consultation and approval.  Please note some of the furniture types, colours 
and signage are still evolving.  
  
Cesaroni & Son Ltd. (Cesaroni) has been selected as the General Contractor by the university through 
the RFP process for this important OISE project. They take onsite safety very seriously for both workers 
and community members. Cesaroni has a 3rd party safety consultant to monitor the site, which is a 
measure not all contractors take but is appreciated by OISE community.  Safety, communication, 
accommodations and efficiency are among the key elements for everyone involved for this project. 
  
Based on all these considerations, here is a list of general information that has been developed with 
relevant groups: 
  

- Demolition and noise: In order to accommodate the members and activities in the building, 
demolition and loud (ie. causing vibration) work will only be done during evening hours (9:00pm 
to 8:00am) and weekends, as required. Elevator lobby will remain open during regular hours and 
only be worked on during evening hours and weekends.  

  
- Schedule process: The schedule has been designed in such a way that when an area is complete, 

it will safely open to the public. For example, west corridor will be worked on first to avoid the 
harsh Winter weather. Once the floor is done, it will open for access so that people can use that 
corridor to the auditorium.  

  
- Temporary OISE Library entrance: Library main entrance will be moved to the 2nd floor (the 

original library entrance) in the morning of Monday Oct. 21. It will remain there until the end of 
project. We might be able to move down earlier if the lobby entrance is done and can be safely 
open to the public. Library will do some research and provide some historic pictures of the 
entrance. I am sure it will be nostalgic and interesting. 

 
- Café Schedule: Café will be closed at 4 pm on Oct. 16 until Nov. 4 to allow demolition. 

Depending on the condition of the site, it might be open after the beginning of November then 
closed again for the month of December. We will continue to monitor the progress and inform 
the community at the end of October. Please note café workers will work at other locations and 
their pay will not be affected.  

  
- Security: Security will be at the lobby until 7:00am on Thursday, Oct. 17. After that, they will not 

be located in the lobby during the renovation period. The guards will conduct more patrols and 
use their equipment room to monitor and take breaks. Please call Security at 416-771-2053 for 
assistance needed after Oct. 17. Please continue to use 416-978-3636 or 8-3636 until Oct. 17.  

  
- Accessibility: For subway entrance, accessibility will remain the same. For access from the Bloor 

St., during the period, the west corridor will be closed; two new ramps (one at the south end, 
the other at east corridor) will be built. Security numbers will be posted for any member who 
needs assistance to open the doors. If you have a special event that need special assistance, let 
us know we will put a guard there to assist. We apologize for this temporary measure while we 

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/cao/UserFiles/File/Lobby/190918_-_Updated_Renders.pdf


work on a more sustained solution. Please note accessible washrooms are located at library, 5th, 
8th and 12th floor. The ground floor one will not be available during the two-week demolition 
period.  
  

- OISE Main Entrance: The east corridor will be the primary entrance for the building for the 
renovation period.  

  
- Signs: There will be signs posted to lead auditorium users to the washroom at the concourse 

level via parking elevators. Signs will also be put up to direct community at every closure for 
alternatives.  

  
Here are the three week work plan details ahead: 
 

- Construction hoarding walls will be put up to separate the construction areas on Oct. 16 – Oct. 
21. However, due to our very important Open House event on Oct. 19, the ground floor lobby 
will remain open despite the walls, so people can move freely between elevators, auditorium 
and library, which will close on Oct. 21.  

  
- Demolition will be done from Oct. 21-Nov. 4 during evening and weekend hours as required. 

Depending what we discover during the demolition, we may be able to open some areas (such 
as the front of the Café and access to the ground floor washrooms). 

  
- During the two-week demolition period, Café, ground floor washrooms and subway stairway 

access to the lobby will be closed. 
  

- Please contact OISE Facilities (oise.facilities@utoronto.ca) for any construction-related inquires 
and contact Security at 416-771-2053 for any on-site emergencies.  
  

The lobby is such an essential and public space for the community. There will inevitably be disruptions to 
our regular routes and routines. We appreciate your patience with the inconveniences this project will 
cause. We are committed to providing proactive communications and offer alternatives as much as 
possible. Please let us know if there is anything you are concerned about or think we may have missed. 
We believe the lobby revitalization to be completed at the end of February will be well worth the work 
over the new few months.   
  
Thanks, Helen 
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