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Abstract 

In 2018, the Trump administration implemented a zero-tolerance policy to immigration, 
one of the cruelest migratory policies established in modern history. To discourage other 
people from migrating to the U.S., undocumented immigrants were threatened with 
criminal prosecution while their children were taken from their parents and handed over 
to the Department of Health and Human Services. The policy forcibly separated 
thousands of families, leaving children as young as 4 months of age under the care of 
U.S. authorities. The consequences of these border encounters reverberate long after 
release and reunification. This talk centers on the lives of twelve migrant families in the 
United States who experienced detention and/or separation at the border during 2018–
2019, telling a story that weaves parental sacrifice, children’s narratives of loss, teachers’ 
understandings of the trauma experienced by these families, and, ultimately, the impact 
of a global pandemic on families that were already vulnerable. 
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