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The world has changed since I published my early work on identity, investment, and language 

learning in the mid 1990s. Because of advancements in digital technology, there are new relations 

of power at micro and macro levels, and digital literacy has become essential in “claiming the 

right to speak.”  As multilingual learners navigate these changing times, they need to negotiate 

new identities, investments, and imagined futures (Norton, 2013, Darvin & Norton, 2015, 2021). 

Drawing on my recent research on the freely available digital projects Storybooks Canada 

(http://www.storybookscanada.ca/) and Global Storybooks (http://globalstorybooks.net/), I will 

discuss the ways in which digital storytelling can promote investment in language learning by 

harnessing the linguistic capital of multilingual learners in homes, schools, and communities. A 

central finding from a range of research projects suggests that the development and use of 

multilingual digital stories can expand the range of identities available to learners, teachers, and 

translators across global sites.   
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