
Informal Seminar Series

Katherine Brubacher
Exploring the Boundaries of Emotion and Language: Elementary School Newcomers with Emerging Print Literacy as Co-researchers

The participants in this study are students in Grades 4 to 6 who arrived in Canadian elementary

schools with emerging print literacy not having had the right to learn to read and write before
migrating to Canada. The research questions that guide this study are: Who are newcomers with
emerging print literacy in elementary schools? What emotions are associated with and shape the
students’ identities and literacy practices? And how do the students understand the relationship
between these emotions and their identities and literacy practices? To answer these questions,
this research combines the theories of translanguaging, which views language as being socially
constructed and complex (García & Wei, 2014); identity as social positions through which the
self is developed (Hall, 1996; Moje, Luke, Davies & Street, 2009); and the sociality of emotion
where emotions create the boundaries of what a person or idea is (Ahmed, 2004). Employing a
humanizing methodological design (Paris, 2011), I utilize qualitative critical case studies to work
with the students in co-creating oral and written texts as well as co-researching with the
students to identify and analyze themes of emotions found in each-other’s texts. Each of the

three case studies took place at a different school site and included four to six students and their teachers. Key components of the students’
identities are plurilingualism, racialization, low socio-economic status, English-only writers, avid video-game players and social media users,
regional migrators, and sophisticated consumers of various cultural experiences. The student identified themes include love of family and friends,
safety in religion, anger with writing and shyness about videos, which were interwoven with other themes from the data including trauma, print
literacy humiliation and safety in Canada. This research shows how plurilingual children who are in the process of learning to read and write can
participate meaningfully in the research process. Emotions and translanguaging combine to take us deeper into understanding how the
pedagogical incorporation of the students’ plurilingualism and previous experiences, especially with family, are essential to a classroom without
humiliation that is truly culturally sustaining and trauma-informed.
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