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Corrective feedback…..

• Intuitively embedded in teaching and learning - an 

intimate relationship for teachers and learners

• Research preoccupation – earliest work only 40 years 

ago and now one of the quickest growing areas of 

research in applied linguistics

• Research in the classroom….where corrective feedback 

lives.
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A research tour

Where did we come from and where are we 
going?

Answers but more importantly questions

A few favourite places along the way
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When corrective feedback was 
error correction……1978

1. Should learner errors be 
corrected?

2. If so, when should learner 
errors be corrected?

3. Which learner errors should be 
corrected?

4. How should learner errors be 
corrected?

5. Who should correct learner 
errors?

1. YES!

2. It’s not necessary nor beneficial to 
correct all errors, but there is little 
empirical support

3. Some are more important than 
others: those that impede 
communication, contribute to 
social stigma or occur frequently

4. Teachers use lots of different 
strategies; direct approaches 
appear not as effective

5. Peer correction might be valuable 
for some students

Hendrickson, 1978: Error Correction in Foreign Language Teaching: 
Recent Theory, Research, and Practice 

➢ 5 key questions – a handful of studies
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Hendrickson concludes: 

“(a) no current standards exist on whether, when, which, or how 

student errors should be corrected or who should correct them ….

(b) there are few widely-accepted linguistic criteria of 
grammatical and lexical correction in foreign language teaching…

(c) much of what has been published on error correction is 
speculative, and needs to be validated by a great deal of empirical 
experimentation”

p.389
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Where corrective feedback lives… 

the classroom

How do teachers provide corrective feedback in the 

classroom?

A typology, a taxonomy  - and a roadmap



7

Distinctions – towards a taxonomy

Explicit Implicit

Input providing output prompting
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Corrective feedback in speaking
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Corrective feedback in writing

Direct and Indirect

Focussed and 

Unfocussed
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Fast forward – what do we ‘know’? 
CF works – hurrah! Despite Truscott: CF is harmful and 

teachers don’t know what they’re doing anyway…
➢ Explicit strategies tend to produce greater gains than implicit 

strategies

➢ There appears to be greater advantages to responding to 

selected errors over all errors. 

➢ There may be benefits to both immediate and delayed corrective 

feedback. 

➢ There appear to be benefits for corrective feedback provided by 

peers. 

“teachers need to make choices in accordance with linguistic 

targets, interactional contexts, students’ age and proficiency, 

and the classroom’s communicative orientation and curricular 

objectives” (Lyster, Saito & Sato, 2013), p30)
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An orange or an apple…
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Context matters
• Calls for attention to context over several decades (Allwright, 

1975; Bastone, 2002; Ellis, 2010, 2017; Ferris, 2009; Sheen, 2011, Storch, 

2010)

• Early descriptive work highlighted role of context, 

Immersion & content-based programs

• Common distinction is second language vs foreign 

language but what about French in Ontario? English in 

Quebec? 

• Sociopolitical context mediates teacher decisions in how to 

provide feedback (Lee, 2008) and different learner 

communities respond differently to feedback (Bitchener & 

Knoch, 2008)
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What is the problem?

• hampered by a dominant focus on assessing the impact 

of a specific strategy such as providing grammatical 

explanations on a specific language feature, e.g., the 

use of the past tense

• “research on learners’ errors in terms of type, frequency, 

and on the errors that teachers correct and evaluate is 

not sufficient if we want to find out what types of 

adjustments in interaction are beneficial to L2 

development” (Van Lier, 1988, 121). 

• assuming “the legitimacy of coding [corrective feedback] 

in terms of the general corrective strategies is 

problematic” (Ellis, 2021,350)
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An ecological perspective

• Uri Bronfenbrenner: The Ecology of Human 

Development, 1979.

• Critical of research that investigated “the strange 

behaviour of children in strange situations with strange 

adults” 

• Proposed a framework  to draw attention to ecological 

dimensions critical to understanding development 
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An ecological framework
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The ecology of the language classroom

Leo van Lier, The classroom and the language learner, 1988

• Educational context is messy and complex; need for an ecological 
perspective that recognizes the variability, diversity, and non-
linear nature of learning that characterizes the language 
classroom

• "classroom research must study not only how classrooms must or 
should be structured in order to promote learning in optimal 
ways but also why things in classrooms happen the way they 
do…[to] expose complex relationships between individual 
participants the classrooms and the style to forces that influence 
it" (1988,82)

• In Bronfenbrenner’s model the “‘linkages’ allow the researcher to 
track instigative and debilitative forces between one ecosystem 
and another”.  (2004, 210) 
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Context and Corrective Feedback

➢ I complete the form 

yesterday

➢You completed the form, 

Ok. 

➢What did you do with the 

form?

➢Not complete –

completed, yesterday
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The ecology of corrective feedback

• Context as components, dimensions and relationships

• Who is part of the experience?

• Embedded in the broader classroom interaction and co-

constructed during interaction

• Context is defined by the participants – their 

perspectives and realities

• Context is temporal – what comes before and what will 

follow

• Potential to show us opportunity for growth
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Asking questions…

Consider how what appears as an instance of corrective 

feedback is embedded within the classroom

• What has happened? What happened before this? 

What will happen next?

• Why did this happen? Who was part of it? What did 

they bring to it and how will they change it? 

Consider  how context changes….

• What is a classroom? 

• Is it the space we share?

• How do we choose what to share? 



21

References & Suggested Reading

• Allwright, R. L. (1975). Problems in the study of the language teacher’s treatment of error. In M. 
K. Burt & H. D. Dulay (Eds.), On TESOL ’75: New directions in second language learning, 
teaching, and bilingual education (pp. 96-109). Washington, D.C.: TESOL. 

• Bronfenbrenner, U. (1979). The ecology of human development: Experiments by nature and 
design. Harvard University Press.

• Ellis, R. (2009). A typology of written corrective feedback types. ELT Journal, 63(2), 97–107. 

• Ellis, R. (2017). Oral corrective feedback in language teaching: A historical perspective. Avances
En Educación Y Humanidades, 2(2), 7–22.

• Hendrickson, J. M. (1978). Error correction in foreign language teaching: Recent theory, 
research, and practice. Modern Language Journal 62(8), 387-398. 

• Kang, E., & Han, Z. (2015). The efficacy of written corrective feedback in improving L2 written 
accuracy: A meta-analysis. Modern Language Journal, 99(1), 1–18.

• Karim, K., & Nassaji, H. (2020). The effects of written corrective feedback: A critical synthesis of 
past and present research. Instructed Second Language Acquisition, 3(1), 28–52. 



22

• Li, S. (2010). The effectiveness of corrective feedback in SLA: A meta-analysis. Language 
learning, 60(2), 309–365.

• Li, S., & Vuono, A. (2019). Twenty-five years of research on oral and written corrective feedback 
in System. System, 84, 93–109.

• Lyster, R., & Ranta, L. (1997). Corrective feedback and learner uptake. Studies in Second 
Language Acquisition 19(1), 37-66. 

• Lyster, L., Saito, K., & Sato, M. (2013). Oral Corrective feedback in second language classrooms. 
Language Teaching, 46(1), 1–40.

• Nassaji, H. & Kartchava, E. (Eds.)(2022). The Cambridge handbook of corrective feedback in 
second language learning and teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Valeo, A. & Kartchava, E. (Eds.) (2020). Corrective feedback in language teaching and learning: 

Connecting research and practice. Special Issue of TESL Canada Journal, 37 (2). 

https://teslcanadajournal.ca/index.php/tesl/issue/view/165

• van Lier‚ L. (1988). The classroom and the language learner. London: Longman‚

• van Lier, L. (2004). Ecology and Semiotics of Language Learning: A Sociocultural Perspective, 
Kluwer Academic Publishers.

• van Lier, L. (1997). Approaches to Observation in Classroom Research Observation from an 
Ecological Perspective  TESOL Quarterly, 31(4), 783-787. 

https://teslcanadajournal.ca/index.php/tesl/issue/view/165

