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SUMMARY	OF	PRELIMINARY	FINDINGS		(YEAR	1)			 	 	

Dear 
Parents/Guardians/ 
Teachers  

Thank you so much for 
letting us carry out the 
research project 
entitled Ensuring 
reading success for all 
students in early 
French immersion. We 
wish to thank you for 
your participation and 
invite you to continue 
to collaborate with us 
this year as we move 
into the second year of 
our project.  

As promised, we have 
prepared a written 
summary of the 
preliminary results 
from the first year of 
the project.  

Research Objectives: 

The research project is 
a four-year study, and 
has the following three 
objectives:  

-To examine whether 
children can use their  
knowledge of English 
words to support their  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
French vocabulary and 
reading skills 
 
-To evaluate the 
language and literacy 
development in English 
and French of children 
whose home language 
is not English 
 
- To identify ways to 
accurately identify at-
risk reading status for 
French immersion 
children 
 

 

Ensuring reading success for all students in early French 
immersion - Multilingualism & Literacy Lab OISE/University 
of Toronto   



	

	

 

 

 

Distribution of Language 
Background 
Child’s	first	language	he/she	
learned	to	speak	at	home		

Arabic,	Bengali,	Chinese,	Dari,	
Dutch,	Farsi,	German,	Greek,	
Gujarati,	Hindi,	Hungarian,	
Italian,	Korean,	Japanese,	
Mandingo,	Polish,	Romanian,	
Russian,	Sinhala,	Slovak,	Spanish,	
Tamil,	Tibetan,	Turkish,	
Vietnamese,	and	Yomba	
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QUICK	FACTS	

Summary of Preliminary Findings (Year 1)  

Participants:  

184 SK and Grade 1 participants from French 
Immersion programs across Toronto completed 
a battery of language and literacy measures in 
English and French. 

Print Knowledge and Reading:  

Understanding of print conventions consists of 
knowledge about the factors that make up written text. 
For example, words contain both consonants and vowels 
(not numbers or pictures), sentences are read from left 
to right, and punctuations have a specific function. Our 
findings showed that French immersion children in 
senior kindergarten already demonstrated an 
understanding of print conventions in French (e.g., 
knowing that some French words have accents) and this 
was related to their French reading skills. Remarkably, 
despite the lack of English instruction at school, children 
had a good understanding of print conventions in English 
and that this was significantly related to their English 
reading skills. For Grade 1 French immersion children, 
reading success in both English and French was strongly 
related to their ability to determine whether a ‘silly’ word 
like whurn or jomme looks more like an English or a 
French word. Our study highlights the importance of 
early understanding of print conventions in the reading 
success of young bilingual children in French immersion.  

The importance of Fluency: 

Reading fluency is an important step in acquiring 
literacy. Fluent readers are able to read a passage of 
text accurately, quickly and with expression. With the 
help of all the participating families and schools, our 
research has shown that reading fluency was strongly 
related to a child’s overall reading performance in both 
English and French. We believe that tracking how a 
student’s reading fluency improves even over a short 
period of time (progress monitoring) can provide 
important information about how their literacy skills will 
develop in the future – and our results so far support 
this. The long-term goal of our research is to determine 
whether reading fluency can predict students’ literacy 
skills up to two years later.  
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Multilingual children in French Immersion  

In recent years, there is a rapid increase in the number of multilingual 
children in French immersion programs (Statistics Canada, 2006). These 
children speak neither English nor French as their home language. An 
important goal of our study is to monitor multilingual children’s progress 
in French immersion programs and facilitate their success. Overall, 
preliminary findings suggest multilingual children develop their English 
and French literacy skills with time. Furthermore, although English first 
language children scored higher on some measures (such as English 
vocabulary), the two groups performed similarly on most measures, 
suggesting that multilingual children can thrive in FI programs. Finally, 
we found that children from disadvantaged learning environments, 
regardless of their first language, may need additional support in 
developing successful language and literacy skills.  

 

What can parents and teachers do? 

• Actively emphasize characteristics of print during reading activities (e.g., 
words contain both consonants and vowels, sentences are read from left 
to right, functions of punctuations). 

• Engage children in activities that make them think about the similarities 
and differences between English and French words. For example, spelling 
patterns such as oo as inbook and wh as in who exist only in English; 
spelling patterns such as mme as in pomme(apple) and oe as 
in coeur (heart) occur only in French. Encourage the children to think of 
English and French words that have these spelling patterns. 

• Monitor students’ developing reading skills as early as possible. A simple 
word reading fluency task (i.e. asking children to read as many words as 
possible within a minute) predicts students’ reading success later on. 
Struggling readers request early interventions.  

• A rich, supportive home environment is critical for reading success. 
Provide children with books in English and French, and spend time 
reading the books with them at home. 

 

 

Contact information:  

If you have any questions, you may contact Becky Chen at 
xchenbumgardner@gmail.com.  
 

 


