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Adams, Dr. Glenn, University of Kansas 
Indigenous Knowledge as a Resource for Decolonizing Psychological Science 
In January 2013, collaborators from the Cultural Psychology Research Group at the University 
of Kansas and the Liberation Psychology Collective at the University of Costa Rica issued a call 
for submissions to a special section of the Journal of Social and Political Psychology devoted to 
the topic of “Decolonizing Psychological Science”. An analysis of the resulting submissions 
provides an opportunity to consider the relationship between Indigenous knowledge and 
decolonial projects. One set of submissions perform Decolonization as Indigenous 
Accompaniment. In this potentially paternalistic strategy, “global expert” researchers from 
mainstream academic settings travel to marginalized Indigenous communities to lend expertise 
and work alongside local inhabitants in struggles for social justice. Another set of submissions 
perform Decolonization as Indigenization. In this strategy, Indigenous researchers and their 
allies attempt to modify “standard” global forms or re-claim Indigenous knowledge for the 
production of Indigenous Psychologies that resonate with Indigenous realities and better serve 
Indigenous populations. A third set of submissions perform Decolonization as Denaturalizing the 
Global Standard. In this strategy, researchers draw upon marginalized (and Indigenous) 
knowledge as an epistemological resource to address the coloniality of knowledge and the 
coloniality of being (e.g., Maldonado-Torres, 2007) in global psychological science. From this 
perspective, Indigenous knowledge contributes to the task of decolonization not only by 
illuminating Indigenous Psychologies for use in local communities, but also by illuminating 
decolonial versions of global psychology, for broader application, that better resonate with the 
experience of all humanity (rather than a dominant Eurocentric subset). 
 
Akanmori, Harriett, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto  
Creating Equitable Structures in Education and the Law: A Case for Indigenous Resurgence 
and Spirituality 
Despite the Ministry of Education’s 2009 Equity Policy guidelines for Canadian schools, 
significant challenges remain for meeting needs of diverse, class-divided student populations. In 
particular, Black and Aboriginal populations continue to be over-represented in drop-out 
statistics and in the youth criminal justice system. This is despite the fact that they are 
disproportionately under-represented in the total Canadian population.  Citing the Gladue 
Report which acknowledges the indigeniety and colonial history of Aboriginal peoples in the 
Justice System, this paper proposes that not only can Spirituality be an effective tool for 
exploring sociological and pedagogical solutions to the challenges of education in multicultural 
contexts to enhance academic achievement for both Aboriginal and Black students, but also, 
Spirituality as a methodology and philosophy should be expanded to create equitable structures 
in the legal system for positive outcomes for both Aboriginal and Black youth. 
 
Alexandrova, Lynne, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto  
“Decolonization is not a metaphor” – But, how and why? 
This study revisits the question of what the role of education 1) could be (socio-historically) and 
2) should be (ideologically-politically) in stripping decolonization of its self-defeating 
“metaphoricity” so that both Indigenous people and their others can break free from, to quote 
pop group WarParty and project beyond their intended meaning, “feeling reserved”. In looking 
for answers, the analysis navigates between institutional and informal, university and K12, 
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family and life-long contexts of learning, and, importantly, acting as well. In the process, criteria 
are conceptualized for knowledges that need to be recalled or newly developed and wise and 
discriminate actions that need to be undertaken. On the understanding of neo-colonization as  
foreclosing of equitable/fair opportunities for sustaining and sustainable Indigenous knowledges 
and for the human actors embodying them, ways are considered and envisioned that can 
prevent the furthering of oppressive settler neo-colonialism in the ever more complex web of 
relationships between Indigenous populations and various “others” such as (per Tuck and 
Yang’s taxonomy) white, non-white, immigrant, postcolonial and oppressed groups.  
 
Amadahy, Zainab and Lyon Sharrae 
Indigenizing Imagination: Indigenous and Afro Futurisms 
Though marginalized, the subgenres of Afro and Indigenous futurisms are growing. This can be 
measured terms of cultural output, the number of creatives involved and the expansion of 
audiences.  Critiques of colonialism and the centering of indigeneity characterizes much of this 
work. This panel will discuss how Indigenous and Afro-futurist contributions explore processes 
of indigenization (or re-indigenization) and can be used for personal and collective 
transformation; imagining and creating futures in the now. Works to be referenced include 
Lilith’s Brood by Octavia Butler, Sun Ra’s “Space is the Place”, Star Waka by Maori author 
Richard Sullivan, Who Fears Death by Nigeria’s Nnedi Okorafor, Janelle Monae’s “Many 
Moons” and “Electric Lady”, Kimiwan Zine’s Indigenous Futurism’s Mixtape, podcast series 
Metis in Space, hosted by Molly Swain and Chelsea Vowel as well as film short Wakening, 
directed by Danis Goulet (Cree/Metis). 
 
Arndt, Aliesha; Nardozi, Angela, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of 
Toronto; and Steele, Nancy  
Exploring Reconciliation through Embodied Drama 
By engaging the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual aspects of participants, the "Build a 
Community" drama interrupts colonial pedagogies in the classroom and challenges the 
audience to embody the learning about the impact of colonization on Indigenous communities. 
The drama also creates a nurturing space where Settler candidates are invited to engage in a 
dialogue centered on how they can be a part of the process of healing and reconciliation. This 
presentation represents neither a paper nor a panel. Rather, conference participants will be 
given summarized overview of this exercise and afterwards, presenters will share their ideas on 
the place of the drama in teacher education, and their observations on teacher candidate 
reactions to the workshop.  
 
Bazira-Okafor, Annette, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto  
Cultural Hegemony and Its Effects on Hip Hop Culture and African Immigrant Youth in Canada 
The effects of cultural hegemony on hip hop culture can be seen in the way mainstream media 
constructs identity among black and African immigrant youth in Canada.  This paper shows how 
through media, the dominant culture creates binary assumptions that favor white youth and 
marginalize black youth.  The paper points to a specific example of dance (twerking), and the 
use of  language conventions in youth cultures, more specifically the word ‘twerking,’ as 
significant to make it into the dictionary only after it has been appropriated by the dominant 
culture.  In the process, the dominant culture denies significance of the Other’s history through a 
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process of decontextualisation. The paper also shows how the dominant culture imposes a 
black racialized identity onto African immigrant youth when they come to Canada.  In order to 
overcome the racialized identity among black youth, I attempt to provide suggestions to 
construct representations of blackness in hip hop culture that are crucial in the ‘struggle against 
erasure’ by evoking black Canadian histories and narratives,  and African cultures and 
indigenous knowledges for African immigrant youth, while engaging  critically with meaning and 
messages.   
 
Benn-John, Jacqueline, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Decolonizing Western Medicine and Systems of Care: Implications for Education 
Who creates “real” (that is, hegemonic) medicine? Who creates and practices “alternative” or 
“Indigenous” (that is, inferior) medicine? How is it that Western notions of health and well-being 
have held “first place” in the official narrative on health knowledge and education? Why is there 
a need for labeling some healing methods as “alternative”, “non-orthodox”, or “non-Western”? 
Can multiple healing systems operate in tandem? Canada’s colonial history has both informed 
and generated many less-than successful attempts at integrating Indigenous people and their 
subjugated knowledge into Western institutions. Imperialism and its interest in hegemonic 
notions of modernity create a perpetual resistance to the “Other” and its cultural values, 
traditions, languages, epistemologies and practices. Moreover, hegemonic notions of White 
superiority, capitalistic pursuit and the value of globalization all position White European 
societies on top of hierarchical pyramids, with Indigenous societies on the bottom. Drawing from 
anti-colonial and anti-racist theories, this paper interrogates hegemonic neo-colonial values and 
methods that privilege Western biomedicine systems of care and advocates for widespread use 
and support for Indigenous healing methods and traditions instead. This paper will contribute to 
a narrow body of instructive literature for those seeking tools for resistance and decolonization 
education. 
 
Burrows, Brendan,  Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
A Cinema of Resistance: Survival and Residential Schools in Jeff Barnaby’s Rhymes for Young 
Ghouls 
This presentation looks at the implications Jeff Barnaby’s 2013 film Rhymes for Young Ghouls 
has for re-articulating meaning related to Indigenous/Canadian issues using film genre 
techniques.  The presenter will also examine what impact the film may have in anti-colonial 
pedagogy and the ways in which readings of the film may trigger further empathy/sympathy 
towards indigenous issues in a way that some of the more direct documentaries cannot.  The 
presentation will start out with a brief review of some of the literature on Indigenous filmmaking 
techniques and situate Rhymes within an environment of anti-colonial engagement of 
Indigenous themes, issues, and topics.  However, distinct features of the film will be examined 
that pay tribute to the anticolonial legacy of Indigenous film while in some ways (through the 
strength of the director’s vision and mise en scene) invents new more overt resistive practices to 
deal with institutionalized violence.   
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Dei, Dr. George J. Sefa, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Re-theorizing Blackness through Decolonial and Anti-Colonial Prisms 
From a particular vantage point as a Black/African scholar with a politics to affirm my Black 
subjectivity and Indigeneity in a Diasporic context, this paper engages a [re]theorization of 
Blackness, anti-Blackness and Black solidarities through anti-colonial and decolonial prisms. I 
begin with an examination of how Black scholars themselves have theorized [anti]Blackness. 
While recognizing the fluid, intersecting and contested nature of all social concepts I am also 
fully aware of the prevailing fear of Blackness and the insidious attempts to delegitimize Black 
radical/racial politics.  The paper rejects the intellectual politics of Euro-colonial racist 
hegemonic constructions of Blackness while denying the claims of Blackness for strategic 
political purposes as totalizing imaginaries.    
 
Feng, Dr. Lingqin, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Women and Cultural Heritage: A Story of Ku Shulan and Her Paper-Cutting 
This paper presents a story of Ku Shulan (1920-2004), a paper cutting goddess and her art 
works. Ku’s paper cutting is unique in that she uses paper of different colours to depict the ideal 
rural life out of her own life experience, which reflects the rich four seasons, children and 
animals, as well as more spiritual topics on goddess and tree of life. With a pair of scissors in 
hands and her passion for a harmonious life, Ku exhibits her world before us: female spiritual 
illusion longing for an ideal pastoral life with favorable weather and ample food and clothing. 
From her artworks, we can see Ku’s pure and simple art works intertwined the original folk 
themes with her personal life experience to: 1) reveal women's spiritual world in today's social 
and cultural changes and the new features of aesthetics, and 2) review the evolution of female 
identity in art works through Ku’s personal stories and life. 
 
Gahayr, Safia, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Reclaiming Indigenous Thought following the Residential School Legacy 
The history of Native-white relations in Canada is historically colonial in nature, paternalistic in 
design, and racist. In addition, schooling may not be an idealistic location of growth and study 
but rather as Métis educator Fyre Graveline (1998) contends, “ideological processing plants.” 
Graveline situates herself as a critical educator, a member of the Aboriginal community 
“responsible for giving back to the community that which I am learning…It is an act of 
reciprocity.” Thus, contemporary Aboriginal educators have to deal with two strands or facets in 
their critical practice: the legacy of the residential schools and their impact on Aboriginal 
cultures, and the problems of self-directed autonomous education that is interrogative of the 
school system, while advocating new more holistic and spiritual means through which children 
can be taught. This paper investigates collaborative and cooperative teacher-student relations.  
 
Getfield, Jacqueline, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Family Engagement:  Knowing, Resisting and Transforming the Other 
“Parental Involvement” is a preferred goal for healthcare organizations and schools as they seek 
to engage parents in the care and education of Ontarian children. Leaning heavily on recent 
research conducted by Nazilla Khanlou (2014)  and outlined in a factsheet titled, “Voices of 
Immigrant Mothers of Children with Disabilities: Availability and Use of Social Support,” in this 
paper I critically examine the barriers that immigrant parents of children living with disabilities 
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must scale to gain access to services and programs, I explore the methods of resistance that 
the parents employ in response to hegemonic oppressive conditions, and I analyze the policies 
that service-providers observe in their unequal relations (and unilateral communication) with 
families. Through the stories (lived experiences) of a few families, I demonstrate how 
mainstream norms and expectations inherent to the family engagement policies influence, or 
have power in, the lives of immigrant parents—whether or not they choose to engage.  
 
Heath-Engel, Emma, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto, and Laini 
Lascelles 
Respect and Communication in Education 
I am Metis, and my ancestors who were Indigenous to Turtle Island were from the Micmaw, 
Abenaki, and/or Kiowa-Cammanche Nations (I continue to ascertain my ancestry). I am an 
activist, music teacher, artist and peer recovery educator. I will speak regarding the need for 
and current lack of respect for the diverse communication styles and conceptions of personal 
space which exist within the Indigenous community, in education at the Graduate level at OISE. 
I will also speak regarding the consequences of such things not being respected, both in the 
context of University education and life in general, and drawing on my experience and those of 
others. 
 
Imoka, Chizoba, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Educating for “Global Citizenship” but local irrelevance: unpacking Nigeria’s colonial private 
schooling experience 
This paper puts a spotlight on the colonial schooling experience in three “renowned” private 
secondary schools in Lagos, Nigeria. Data is collected through interviews with three alumni as 
well as a self-reflective narrative. Based on preliminary findings, student experiences in the 
schools are culturally irrelevant and do not adequately prepare students for further studies nor 
equip them to raise anti-colonial questions about their social realities as well as contribute to the 
nation- building project. Specifically, graduates from three of these publicly acclaimed private 
schools have reported disturbing learning and socialization experiences. For example, four 
alumnus (including myself) all note that they graduated from high school without learning about 
their local history, the value of their culture in nation building and weren’t taught to see 
connections between current social issues and the school curriculum. Beyond highlighting these 
experiences, this paper also seeks to develop an anti-colonial theoretical framework to better 
understand and analyze the numerous levels and interlockings of oppressions going on in the 
Nigerian society and the education system. The goal is to develop a theoretical framework that 
could guide education reform efforts towards the creation of an education system that is anti-
colonial, critically multicultural, culturally relevant and radically inclusive for every Nigerian child. 
 
Jensen, Brandy, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Race as an Organizing Principle: A Study of International Human Rights 
Extreme poverty, particularly in the global South, is perpetuating what Mbembe (2003) terms 
death worlds, “new and unique forms of social existence in which vast populations are subjected 
to conditions of life conferring upon them the status of living dead” (p. 40). Concomitantly, it is 
estimated that the global South funds the global North at a rate of $200 billion annually (George, 
2008). Despite myriad, intertwined efforts of the United Nations, World Bank, and International 
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Monetary Fund to alleviate poverty, gaps in resources and living conditions between the global 
North and global South continue to widen. My research addresses this injustice by exploring 
how racial knowledge and colonial legacies shape global governing efforts to end poverty. I 
conduct critical race and anti-colonial analyses of the formation of United Nations, situated in 
the context of global reform initiatives generated in response to World War II.  
 
Kalim, Jamil Musa, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Counter-narrative and resistance 
In this presentation we honor the African ancestors and their descendants.  Through the use of 
interview material I intend to investigate elements of Jamaican history focusing primarily on the 
history of Jamaica, dance hall culture, Rastafarianism, and Hip-Hop cultural identity. I was 
fortunate enough to have the opportunity to record my grand uncle Copeland. At the time of this 
interview, my granduncle was 88 years old and passed away shortly after the interview. I wish to 
share transcribed sections of this interview in which my granduncle gives a compelling counter 
narrative to that of white settler culture in the Caribbean. Aided by music and text the 
presentation reveals the complexities of race, culture, religion and personal identity within a 
Jamaican context. I have chosen sections where my granduncle speaks about Jamaica and the 
institution of slavery, the Maroons and their fight for freedom, Rastafarianism and my family 
history within a Jamaican context. 
 
Kotut, Dr. Kiplagat, Embu College University 
Water Conservation: What has Indigeneity got to do with it? 
Water: We cannot survive even a single day without it. Water is therefore a necessity for all life 
forms and human development. An increase in human population and changing life patterns has 
resulted in an increase in the demand for this finite resource. Presently, there is a consensus 
among water resource experts, ordinary people, educators, activists and environmentalists that 
this resource is getting very scarce and unless urgent measures are taken, the future world 
conflicts will revolve around water. We therefore need to pay special attention to how we use 
water and at the same time come up with strategies to avert the conflicts and human health 
challenges associated with water deficiency. This presentation examines the convergences and 
divergences between Indigenous ways of water conservation, water storage facilities and usage 
and the modern ways of water usage and water conservation. The questions that I will situate 
my discussion are: How did our ancestors and elders conserve water? What was their 
relationship with water usage? Is it possible to create complementarity between indigenous 
ways of water conservation and usage with modern technologies? Today water crisis 
transcends geographical boarders. 
 
Loucks, Bryan, Coordinator Wiinaadmaadying Education (WE) Naugon Associates, The Bowl 
Wampum as a Tool for Decolonizing our Spirits 
 Khan, Saleha, Instructor, Equity and Inclusion Unit, Ontario Police College, Enforcement 
Services as Encroachment and/or Ally  
Huff, Sherry, WE Facilitator, Huff Media Solutions, Journeying towards Decolonizing the Spirit 
“Beyond the Basics” - Wiinaadmaadying (Helping One Another) Education Project (WE) 
Wiinaadmaadying (Helping One Another) is an educational project initiated and administered by 
Walpole Island First Nation, Bkejwanong Territories and funded through the Ontario Trillium 
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Foundation. The goal is to provide safer and healthy communities through learning, dialogue 
and organizational change. It has been a multi-year collaboration of five (5) First Nations and 
enforcement, judicial, border service agencies in Southwestern Ontario.  The project has 
designed and delivered “Beyond the Basics” a one day training session to personnel from a 
range of service agencies including Chatham Kent Police Services, Canada Border Services 
Agency, Ontario Provincial Police and Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry. Using place 
based spiritual, cultural, historical and lived experience, the products provide a space for 
learners to conceptualize colonization in relationship to local experience and engage in the 
decolonization [Lanui 2000] of themselves, relationships and their organizations/ communities. 
 
Medeubekova, Gulnara, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Neocolonial, Unexpected, Affecting women and children. Russian-Ukrainian War.  
My paper analysed the representation of Ukrainians in Russian Media. One aim of this research 
is to reveal the purpose, motive and other characteristics of Russian communicators as they are 
‘reflected’ in the content of the contemporary newspapers, TV, an Internet, etc. These media 
outlets represent Ukrainians negatively – as violent, as threatening, as uncivilized, their 
children- as underdeveloped, and their women as lascivious, as sluggish and as primitive – as 
“Other”, as Enemy.  From this perspective, the elements of neo-colonial style, vocabulary, 
syntax, naming, reference and predication are themselves of profound significance. Especially, 
within the paradigm where certain personages of the same race, class and gender declare 
themselves superiative.   My observations and conclusions are to a certain degree not only 
personal but   passionate because I lived in Russia for many years and started my career as an 
international journalist in Ukraine. And love both sisters dearly for they belong to the same 
mother. 
 
Msingwana, Kwanza 
African Drumming As Spiritual Practice  
In the recent past drum circles have surged in popularity in North America, certainly in Toronto, 
Canada. For many North Americans drums perhaps still conjure images of “natives” dancing in 
the “jungle” or imagine “hills that are alive with native drums” a la Joseph Conrad’s heart of 
darkness. While dancing and drumming are complementary, drumming can stand alone as 
indigenous knowledge or spiritual practice since drums have always been integral in various 
cultural practices. Furthermore, drumming has proven highly resilient. From early charged 
encounters with missionaries of yore and the “jihad” of Usman Dan Fodio’s epoch in West Africa 
and what is now northern Nigeria, drums continue to defy and resist attacks by today’s iteration 
of missionaries. Attacks by the Pentecostal Charismatic Churches (PCC), for instance, and 
Islamic fundamentalists have been especially fierce. Yet, while the majority of non Africans only 
see drums as instruments of merry-making, for many African peoples drums resonate with more 
significance. 
 
Mugendi, Dr. Daniel, Embu College University 
Plant Biodiversity; Soil fertility and Soil Erosion -A discourse on Cultural Resistance 
As a continent, Africa is faced with deforestation, soil degradation and soil depletion and 
somehow, the current development model has not provided any solutions to our dilemma. 
Currently, there is an increased interest in the possibilities of drawing upon the indigenous 
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knowledges of those in the communities have adhered to their ways of plant preservation, soil 
fertility and prevention of soil erosion.  These communities are keen on providing indigenous 
ways of have a more meaningful interaction with our environment. The concept of indigenous 
knowledge calls for the inclusion of local voices and priorities, and promises empowerment 
through ownership of the process. However, there has been little critical examination of the 
ways in which indigenous knowledges have been included in the discourse of cultural 
resistance. Drawing upon my research, this presentation suggests that indigenous knowledges 
of engaging with our immediate environment may shed light on how we can deal with our 
current crisis facing the African continent. 
 
Mutea, Dr. Naomi , Embu College University 
Decolonizing Health Care In The Management And Prevention Of Illness 
Today the world is faced with various chronic diseases that largely emanate from changes in 
lifestyle including diet, mode of transportation, belief systems and other issues.  This 
presentation will explore ways in which we can reclaim our traditional life styles and diets to 
manage and prevent the escalating chronic diseases that have become a burden to the existing 
health care system in many countries of the Sub-Saharan Africa. The presentation will highlight 
the pro and cons of various health approaches towards disease management, prevention and 
overall well being. 
 
Nangwaya, Dr. Ajamu; Pflug-Back, Kelly Rose; and Adekur-Carlson, Ellie, Network for the 
Elimination of Police Violence (NEPV) 
Mobilizing vs Organizing: Strengthening our Capacities for Organizing 
How can grassroots organizations turn community mobilization into meaningful organization? 
The ability to organize is a powerful weapon for oppressed communities, resisting efforts to 
silence, erase and re-write our experiences with neoliberalism and colonial forces. In unpacking 
the fundamental differences between mobilizing and organizing, NEPV Toronto hopes to 
strengthen the resolve of grassroots resistance efforts to move forward in a way that builds their 
capacities for long term organizing against deeply entrenched forms of oppression. In 
responding to issues of police violence and discrimination, organizing is generally reactive – 
reacting to death, violence and discriminatory harassment. We often mobilize around injustices 
that have already happened…But how do we turn this will to mobilize into long-term 
organizational strategies that build the capacities of grassroots initiatives to launch long-term 
campaigns against oppressive forces so deeply entrenched in systems of governance, policing 
and law? 
 
Nuno-Amerteifio, Amy, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Decolonization and Women in Education in Africa 
Decolonization must continue with gender equality. Although decolonization has been engaged 
from the premises of language, indigenous cultural revival, including utilization of proverbs, 
indigenous religious practices.  It falls short when it does not engage issues of exclusion of 
African women from education, knowledge production and governance.  The continuing under-
representation of women in education in the post-colonial era connotes the perpetuation of the 
colonial agenda. Thus, to decolonize education in Africa, would entail gender equality of access, 
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participation, attainment, equality in value of educational attainment and equality of value in the 
market-place, as well as the attainment of equal representation in parliament.  
 
Ogiorumua, Vera, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
The Significance of African Names: A Cultural Restorative Pedagogy 
It is painful to observe (although guilty as well) how Africans have continued to perpetuate the 
legacy of colonization. Our intent may not be deliberate, rather naively perpetuated through our 
behaviour, thoughts and actions and in particular, our Naming Process. Within the African 
cosmology, a name signifies one cultural back ground, history and identity. African names are 
coded with meanings, which usually originates from any historical events or current happenings. 
These names are replete with literal and metaphorical meanings which carry and convey 
messages such as those of praise, acknowledgement, wishes, blessings, challenges, or rituals.  
 
Oladimeji, Dr. Marilyn, George Brown College 
Using Arts Based Learning as a Site of Critical Resistance 
People who are illiterate are unable to participate in formal learning because they cannot 
understand written form of content or communication. As a result, creative confidence is not 
nurtured or appreciated, on the other hand, people in communities are unable to link formal 
learning or lack of it to any aspect of their life. This is more pronounced in areas where 
occupation of a family is closely connected to cultural heritage and traditional knowledge. 
Ultimately, a lot of people drop out of school because the formal education in schools has no 
connection whatsoever to their way of living. Arts based learning with a focus on change rather 
than production can bridge the gap between learning and life e.g. storytelling as a medium to 
study government policy. Because of the interruption between people’s cultural heritage, life 
orientation and the curriculum, local and indigenous knowledge that is culturally entrenched in 
the social fabric of communities is being eroded. 
 
Penney, Kim, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Hidden in Plainview: The Missing Pages of the Cultural History and Knowledges of Africville 
For more than150 years, Africville was home to a community of Nova Scotia Black families. 
Located on the shores of Bedford Basin, separated from the city of Halifax by bush and rock, 
Africville’s community centered on the church and the school. The community developed as a 
secluded, segregated, neglected part of Halifax. In the 1960s Halifax’s city government decided 
to acquire the land and demolish the houses, destroying the community. The residents fought 
hard to opposed this decision, but the local officials and politicians forged ahead. Africville was 
demolished, and moved into history as a tragic example of the misery inflicted on Blacks by a 
policy of neglect through segregation. Yet, the spirit of Africville’s culture, history, and voices still 
lives on. 
 
Rouf, Dr. Kazi Abdur 
Bangladeshi Colonized Peasants Socio-economic Scenarios and Technology use Dynamics in 
Bangladesh 
Colonized capitalistic profit motive economy forced traditional agriculture move toward 
commercialization of agriculture in Bangladesh. However, Colonized Bangladeshi traditional 
peasants are suffering from getting their crop duly prices in commercialized market relations.  
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These colonized peasants are unable to fulfill their basic needs; hence they cannot cross the 
poverty line. The objectives of the paper are (1) to acquaint readers with the issues and 
conditions of life that Bangladeshi peasants are facing from crop marketing and to 
environmental degradation in Bangladesh and (2) to understand the causes and consequences 
of peasants’ poverty.  This paper is written by the authors from their own experience.  
 
Shank, Monica, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Literacies of Conscientization and Resistance: Co-Constructing Reality in Kenyan Classrooms 
This paper explores possibilities for resistance and social transformation through dialogue-
based literature circles in Kenyan schools. It is based on case studies of the author’s work with 
literature circles in informal settlements in Nairobi, involving both primary school pupils and their 
teachers. Using literature from various ethnic communities from Kenya and throughout Africa, 
pupils and teachers read and discussed texts, and co-constructed their own interpretations, 
extensions, and applications of literature through multi-modal creative responses. Drawing on 
the work Freire, this paper explores ways in which these literature circles represent a dialogic, 
problem-posing approach to education. Through dialogue, questioning, and making connections 
to their own knowledge and experiences, participants engage in the process of conscientization, 
or critical consciousness building, with the aim of understanding and ultimately transforming 
reality. 
 
Solomon, Anne, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Racism in Education in Canada 
This paper outlines where racism is inherent in Canadian society and how it is manifest in the 
educational system. Aboriginal people in Canada know racism exists as a result of legislation. 
The effects of the racism play out against our people, men, women, and children every day in 
many systems across this country, particularly the education system. Solomon’s work and 
writing are congruent with the long standing work of Dr. Marie Battiste’s (CRR 2014) who states; 
“To understand why systemic discrimination continues requires that we understand how 
whiteness is complicit with and is the cornerstone foundation of Eurocentric systemic 
discrimination in Canada.” We also know about past and present systemic racism as a result of 
the important work the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) “They Came for The 
Children” report (2014). Solomon's paper identifies six areas of how and where racism is 
manifest. She also sets out a challenge to everyone involved in the education system to remove 
the presence of racism within the walls and halls of academia. 
 
Suleyman, Demi, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Reclaiming Cultural Identity through Decolonization of Eating Habits 
One of the colonial legacies visible among Indigenous communities is the destruction and 
alienation of the daily lives of local people from their cultural heritage. Culture is the way of life 
of people and constituted in their language, belief systems, traditions, religion, values, food 
preferences, eating habits and so on. One aspect of Indigenous cultures which has suffered 
major destruction is their food system. This paper traces the genesis of changing eating habits 
among the Indigenous people and it subsequent effects on their health. Using the prisms of 
indigeneity, the paper argues that key considerations associated with the production of food by 
Indigenous people were disrupted and replaced by the introduction of parasitic and parochial 



Centre for Integrative Anti-Racism Studies 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto presents: 

9th Annual “Decolonizing the Spirit” Conference:  
Indigenous Pedagogies and Cultural Resistance in Education 

Friday April 24, 2015 - Saturday April 25, 2015, Room 5-280 
 

 Presentation Descriptions: Alphabetical, by Author 
 

11 
 
 

Western systems of crop production. The paper also provides recommendations on how to 
decolonize eating habits among Indigenous communities. 
 
Syed M. and Noor N., Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Decolonizing Pedagogical Strategies for Teaching the Millennial Learner 
In this presentation, we discuss our beginning work in exploring how instructional technologies 
can be utilized by future educators to decolonize the traditional classroom setting in higher 
education. Using the Social Work education classroom as an entry point, we explore several 
pedagogy-related questions such as what will be the educational and technological needs of 
future practitioners, how do we incorporate concepts and values such as Social Justice, 
indigeneity and anti-colonialism in higher education classrooms using technology and what 
technological considerations are necessary to resist the continued reproduction of western 
models of education. We also rely on literature that advocates for the inclusion of spirituality and 
reflection-based strategies within the classroom and explore the possible role of technology in 
facilitating or hindering these methods. 
 
Todorova, Dr. Miglena S., Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
The (Im)possibility of Theory: Feminist and Indigenous Approaches to Media and Cultural 
Resistance 
This study blends transnational, feminist and indigenous approaches and lenses to think 
through cultural and media hegemony. The paper argues that mass media and cultural 
representations and informational flows present a powerful hegemonic formation which inhibits 
indigenous politics and widens the social gap between indigenous and non-indigenous social 
groups. The study seeks to disturb, undermine and undo this cultural formation through 
educational and media-based responses that enact feminist solidarity and enfold 
communication systems practiced by indigenous peoples in Africa, Australia and Canada.  
Along the way, the study pays special attention to indigenous communication modes that render 
social scientific and other “theory” impossible and how such impossibility presents a powerful 
tool for resisting neocolonial and neoliberal education, media and cultures.  
 
van Kessel, Dr. Irene 
Decolonizing the Spirit - Who Are We? 
This presentation explores the nature of inner life wisdom and its relationship to 
education.  Specifically, this presentation examines an approach to education that seeks to 
balance and harmonize acquired intellectual knowledge, the knowledge acquired through the 
intellectual mind, with revealed inner life wisdom, the wisdom revealed through the spiritual 
heart.  The concept of our true or Higher, who we really are, is examined and how this source 
can be brought into aware consciousness through approaches such as meditation, visualization, 
and inner life dialogue.  
 
Wane, Dr. Njoki, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
African Indigenous Education System: A Decolonizing Project  
African Indigenous Education prepares their youth for adulthood with an emphasis on spiritual 
and moral values, social responsibility and the importance of collective way of thinking 
(Adeyemi, 2003; Boateng, 1996). The goal of traditional African thought has always been to 
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nurture the body, the mind and the spirit (Delpit, 2003). In Africa, prior to colonization, children 
were socialized within complex and culturally diverse indigenous contexts. The knowledge that 
the children were socialized in was derived “from collective epistemological under-standing and 
rationalization of the community” (Semali: 1999:307). The teaching was engraved in a number 
of principles such as: preparationism, functionalism, communalism; perennialism and 
holisticism; apprenticeship; and social politics as will be expounded in the following section. For 
the purpose of this presentation, I will focus on only two principles: preparationism & 
Communalism. 
 
Wane, Dr. Njoki, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Uncovering the Well: Black Feminism in Canada 
Akyea, Thelma, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Using Black Canadian Feminist Thought as an Approach to Teaching Science 
Jagire, Jennifer, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
Indigenous African Knowledges and African Feminism: Resisting Eurocentric Ways of Knowing   
Ruptures: Anti-colonial & Anti-racist Feminist Theorizing 
Writing from an Aboriginal or a racialized woman standpoint is therefore an essential ingredient 
for an informed way of theorizing or scholarship.  It is essential for them to name their feminist 
scholarship situated in their indigenous ways of knowing.  However, as Hull & Smith (1982) 
states, “[n]aming and describing our experiences are important initial steps, but not alone 
sufficient to get us where we need to go…. A descriptive approach… will not result in 
intellectually groundbreaking or politically transforming work” (p:xxi).  This presentation consists 
of three papers that speak to the notion of the necessity of theorizing feminism from one’s 
indigenous roots. 
 
Wemigwans, Jennifer, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto 
My presentation explores how teachings from five indigenous nations across Canada (Mi’kmaq, 
Mohawk, Ojibwe, Cree, and Blackfoot) were made available online through the 
FourDirectionsTeachings.com website.  I will look at how the site has been accepted as a 
legitimate source for indigenous knowledge online, used in elementary, secondary and post-
secondary learning, as well as prisons, social agencies, and other contexts across the 
country.  The development of this kind of resource has implications for the empowerment and 
cultural resurgence of indigenous communities, and raises significant questions regarding 
indigenous knowledge online.   
 
Whiskeyjack, Lana, Blue Quills First Nations College 
Indian Residential Schools, Intergenerational Trauma and their Effect on Women’s Medicine 
The experience of Indian Residential Schools (IRS) left a devastating mark on generations of 
First Nations children, their families, and communities. Policies of assimilation and colonizing 
education of the IRS deeply affected many young female survivors’ medicine (womb). These 
effects continue to be felt as a complex of intergenerational traumatic symptoms in their 
daughters and granddaughters lives. This research draws upon literature; genealogical medical 
inquiry; and the collection and sharing of stories through Indigenous research methodologies.  
This analysis also provides guidance and hope for the future in that it highlights the importance 

http://fourdirectionsteachings.com/


Centre for Integrative Anti-Racism Studies 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education - University Of Toronto presents: 

9th Annual “Decolonizing the Spirit” Conference:  
Indigenous Pedagogies and Cultural Resistance in Education 

Friday April 24, 2015 - Saturday April 25, 2015, Room 5-280 
 

 Presentation Descriptions: Alphabetical, by Author 
 

13 
 
 

of reinvigorating traditional systems of parenting; rites of passage; kinship bonds and structures; 
and gender roles and responsibilities.  
 
Yacob, Tewodros 
Dagu, An Indigenous Networking and Communication system of Afar People 
This study explores indigenous networking system and communication strategies of Afar 
people.  Afar people are located in Denaklia depression, one of the hottest places in northern 
lowland of Ethiopia.  For centuries, Afar people have implement Dagu, an indigenous 
networking system, to share information and send message across their villages.  According to 
an Afar elder Humed Mohammed, “To let a stranger pass by without asking him any question 
puts to a level of an animal” Indigenous Afar people understood the power of information 
thousands of years ago and created dagu to disseminate it.  


