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CIDE/CLD SEMINAR 
Human Rights and Schooling: developing a 

framework for justice and peace 
 

Dr. Audrey Osler, University College of Southeast Norway and University of 
Leeds, UK  
 

Across the globe, a common educational policy goal within democratic 
nation-states is the strengthening of democracy and human rights. Yet 
recent developments in Europe, including responses to the arrival of large 
numbers of refugees and asylum-seekers, reveal a significant gap between 
human rights rhetoric and human rights practice across the continent.  
The fall-out from the Brexit vote is a reminder of the fragility of 
democracy and the dangers of populism. It is also a reminder of the 
limitations and weaknesses of current education frameworks, including 
those of citizenship education and multicultural education, when citizens 
are confronted with fear-mongering, prejudice, misinformation, 
scapegoating, xenophobia and racism. In this talk, I discuss the political 

context in which we are working and the need to renew our efforts to promote justice 
and peace through schooling. I will argue that education for equity needs to be 
strengthened by an explicit human rights framework. I will explore the potential of 
drawing on postcolonial theory and narrative to support us in achieving our goals.  
 
Dr Audrey Osler is Professor of Education at University College of Southeast Norway 
and University of Leeds, UK, where she was founding director of the Centre for 
Citizenship and Human Rights Education. Dr Osler researches social justice and 
cosmopolitan citizenship in established democracies and post-conflict societies and is 
widely published, including 19 books: the latest is Human Rights and Schooling: an 
ethical framework for teaching for social justice (Teachers College Press, 2016).   

Friday November 25, 2016 । 12 noon-1:00 pm 

Chair: Dr. Kathy Bickmore 
OISE Room 7-105 । 252 Bloor Street West, Toronto 

Video posted following seminar http://uoft.me/2Gn  More info: cidec.oise@utoronto.ca 
To login to the seminar in Adobe Connect: http://connect.oise.utoronto.ca/cidec/ 
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