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Centre for Women’s Studies in 
Education (CWSE) 
 
The Centre for Women's Studies in Education (CWSE) is 
a research centre at the University of Toronto, housed 
within the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
(OISE). Established in July 1983 and designed to foster 
feminist scholarship, teaching, and activism relevant to 
education, broadly defined, CWSE consists of faculty, 
staff, students, researchers and educators in the larger 
feminist community within and outside of the 
university. 
 
We are committed to: promoting and supporting the 
disciplinary and interdisciplinary feminist research 
programs at OISE/UT; developing and implementing 
programming that enriches the scholarly and 
professional development of staff, students, and 
educators; and connecting scholarship, education, and 
activism through constructive and critical dialogues with 
feminist communities locally, nationally, and globally.  
 

The Dame Nita Barrow Distinguished 
Visitorship 
 

The Dame Nita Barrow Distinguished Visitorship was 
established in 1997 by the CWSE and the Department 
of Adult Education and Counselling Psychology (AECP) 
at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
(OISE/UT) to provide an opportunity for a woman from 
the Global South or Eastern/Central Europe who has 
played a leadership role in autonomous women's 
organizing for transformative change, to spend time in 
residence at CWSE, to teach a course as part of the 
Adult Education and Community Development graduate 
program, and to give a university-wide lecture. Visitors 
bring their international reputation and their diverse 
knowledge to educate and inspire the OISE and Toronto 
communities. 
 
The Visitorship is named after the late Dame Nita 
Barrow, former Governor General of Barbados who 
studied nursing at the University of Toronto from 1944 
to 1948.  
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Wanda Nanibush 
 
Wanda Nanibush is an Anishinabe-kwe writer, media 
creator, curator, community animator, arts consultant, 
and Idle No More organizer. She is also Curator-in-
Residence at the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery.   
 
Wanda Nanibush has over 15 years experience in the 
arts sector of Canada. She has worked in non-profit arts 
organizations such as the Ontario Arts Council, Canada 
Council for the Arts, ANDPVA, Peterborough Arts 
Umbrella, imagineNative film and media arts festival, 
ReFrame, and LIFT. Nanibush’s policy and program 
development work has had impacts on the goals of 
equity and sustainability of arts infrastructure for both 
Northern arts communities and Aboriginal arts 
communities.  
 
She has published in many books and magazines 
including C magazine, Fuse, Muskrat, the books Women 
in a Globalizing World: Equality, Development, Diversity 
and Peace and This is an Honour Song: Twenty Years 
since the Blockades, and co-edited Intensions journal on 
The Resurgence of Indigenous Women's Knowledge and 
Resistance in Relation to Land and Territoriality: 
Transnational and Interdisciplinary Perspectives.  
 
Nanibush co-organized the “Nation to Nation Now” 
symposia and “Building Unity To Action” meetings as well 
as candle light marches, concerts, round dances, rallies, 
and more. Her work as an Idle No More Toronto 
organizer greatly informs her lecture on Indigenous 
Women's leadership and resistance.  


