
Using the OISE Content Management System (CMS) v.0.5 
 
About versions: If the footer of your site contains the words OISEcms v.0.5, this is your 
help file. 
 If your site’s footer reads OISEcms v.1.0, you should download the help file for 
that version, by following the Help link on the left side of the page in the editable version 
of your site. 

Site Configuration 

Certain visible elements on your site are not directly editable through the web-based 
editor, because they are not part of any one page but rather of the template inside which 
all pages appear. They are 
 the menu layout style 
 the text to display in the web browser's title bar 
 the language of the text on the site template 
 the banner image(s) 
 the name to display on the banner 
 the colour of text on the banner 
 the webmaster e-mail address 
 your address (not applicable in all layouts) 
 the copyright holder of your site's material 
 the format of the last-updated date 

These elements are configurable through the site configuration form. 

 



To access the site configuration form, click the Configure Site link on the far left 
side of the CMS page. A form resembling the one below will open; note that some 
configuration options vary depending on the menu layout style of your pages, so your 
version of the form may differ slightly from the one shown. 

Menu layout style 
The top field on this form is a selector, where you can choose the menu layout 

style for your site. Changing this selector will cause the form to submit and reload, so that 
it can display the appropriate options for the selected layout style. If you plan on altering 
this setting, do so first, before making any other settings, so that you are sure you are 
working with the right set of options. Note that, unlike the others, this configuration 
option is recorded as soon as you select it, whether or not you click on “Save 
Configuration.”  

Text to display in the web browser's title bar 
The title of your site’s home page. The CMS will provide titles for all of your 

site’s other pages, based on how you name them when they are created. 

Language of the text on the site template 
The language selection you make, English or French, will determine the language 

in which the following page elements appear:  
This site was last updated on : Dernière mise à jour 
Webmaster : Webmestre 
Disclaimer : Désistement 
SiteMap : Plan du site 
Home : Accueil 
Go : Aller (the “alt text” for the Google search button) 

Banner image file 
Your site’s banner image file can be changed by uploading a new one through this 

form. Click on the Browse button to select the new file on your own system. Note that the 
selected file is not actually uploaded to the web server until you submit the form by 
clicking on the Save Configuration button. 

Name to display on the banner 
Along with your banner image, it is possible to configure text (e.g., the name of 

your group or your website) to display on top of the banner. Doing so may not always be 
appropriate, however. For instance, in the image above, text has been incorporated into 
the banner image itself, so it would not be appropriate to add more text on top of it. 

Colour of text on the banner 
If you have chosen to display text on top of your banner image, use this colour 

picker to select the colour for that text. This option is not available for sites with the 
layout option “Main menu top, submenus left,” where the banner text is always white. 

Email address of webmaster 
The address where you would like your site's visitors to email you about 

something they see on the site, e.g., to report a technical problem of some kind, or to 
question something they feel is inaccurate or out of date. The webmaster link appears in 
the footer of the page. 



Address text 
A contact address where your group can be reached by mail. The address appears 

in the navigation bar on the left or right side of the page. 

Copyright holder of your site's material 
The copyright statement appears on the footer of the page, reading “© [the text 

you enter in this field].” 

Format of last-updated date 
The CMS tracks all editing done on your site, and displays, in the footer of the 

page, the date of the latest published change. This selector allows you to specify whether 
you would like this date to appear in text format (e.g., Wednesday, July 9, 2008), or 
numeric format (e.g., 2008 - 07 - 09). 

 
After all the desired configurations are in place, don’t forget to click the Save 

Configuration button to save your changes. 
 

Inheritance 

If you have not previously specified configuration settings for some or all of the 
options above, your site will have inherited default OISE values for these settings. A 
parenthetical note reading OISE Default will appear on the configuration form next to 
any fields for which the value was not explicitly defined for your site. This is no cause for 
concern—if you are happy with the OISE default values for some of your site’s elements, 
you can simply continue to inherit them. 

For any values that were explicitly defined for your site, the form will display a 
checkbox labelled Inherit. This checkbox allows you to revert back to the OISE default 
setting, if you so choose. To undo a specific configuration in favour of inheriting the 
OISE default configuration, you must delete all text from the configuration field, as well 
as checking the Inherit box; if there is text in the field when the form is submitted, the 
Inherit instruction will be ignored. 


