
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVISM: SOCIAL JUSTICE IN CLASSROOMS, SCHOOLS, 

AND COMMUNITIES 

 

OISE – UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 

 
Saturday, November 24

th
 (8:30 – 4:00) 

 

8:30 – 9:40 a.m. -- Keynote panel “Introduction to Teacher and Educational Activism”,  

OISE/UT Auditorium, main floor G162 
 Introductory Comments – Terezia Zoric (Theory and Policy Studies, OISE/UT) 

 Welcome– Kathy Broad (Acting Associate Dean, Teacher Education)  

 Panel: Jill Goodreau (Secondary Teacher, Guelph CVI, Upper Grand DSB); 

Rachael Chong (Student, Riverdale C.I.); Daniel Schugurensky (Adult Education 

and Counseling Psychology, OISE/UT); Nadia Bello (Trustee, TDSB); David 

Stocker (Elementary Teacher, City View Alternative School, TDSB) 

 Q & A and Wrap-Up 

 

9:45 – 11:30 a.m.  Session 1 

 

1. A First Nation Perspective on Social Justice and Diversity – Joanne Dallaire 

(Healing Works) (JI/IS) RM: 4-410 

 

Through discussion and dialogue an overview of issues facing First Nation peoples will 

be provided including how these issues transcend the diverse cultures in our schools and 

society. We will explore First Nations perspectives through a social justice approach that 

respectfully acknowledges the individual needs of students. 

 

 

2. Survival of ‘the Richest’?: Working with Students on Challenging Class Bias – 

Terezia Zoric (OISE/UT), Jenny Chen (Riverdale CI, TDSB), Anila Akram, 

and Dong Ling Chen (JI/IS) RM: 2-212 

 

Participants of this interactive workshop will explore different strategies students and 

educators are using to begin to challenge class bias in school settings. We will be 

highlighting a life size board game; a student-directed video; and other practical tools 

teachers and other educational workers can use to start what can be difficult but 

meaningful dialogues with students, staff, administrators, and the broader community. 

 

 



3. Reframing (Dis)ability as Activism: Challenging Ableism in our Classrooms -- 

Meredith Lordan (Instructor in Initial Teacher Education, OISE/UT) (PJ/JI/IS)  

RM: 4-420 

 

As teachers, how can we challenge stereotypical and marginalizing views about 

disability? Paying particular attention to ableism (the view that people without 

disabilities are the norm and discriminatory treatment of people with disabilities), this 

interactive workshop provides a brief overview of key moments in the struggle for 

equitable anti-ableist teaching and learning through concrete activities. Mindful that an 

approach that challenges ableism applies to all teaching contexts, not just Special 

Education, participants will be provided with selected resources and classroom ideas. 

 

 

4. Math and Social Justice: finally, understanding the real world using 

mathematics! -- David Stocker (City View Alternative School, TDSB) (PJ/JI)  

RM: 2-214 

 

The problem? Pizza party math: math where the content is frivolous, irrelevant- “Why 

are we doing this?” Solution? Real-life math: using math to understand race, class, 

gender, sexuality, immigration, privatization, war. Come and take part in math activities 

that demonstrate how to teach math better with peace and social justice as your content 

material. Based on the new book: Maththatmatters.  

 

 

5. Teaching for Global Justice - some curriculum based ideas -- Antonino 

Giambrone (City View Alternative School, TDSB) (JI)  RM: 4-426 

  

How do you begin to teach for global justice? How do you make global justice issues 

more than just “add-ons”? In this workshop, global perspectives on issues of equity, 

human rights, development, environment, and peace are explored through transformative 

learning experiences for justice. Find out and share ideas on how to make learning 

experiences for global justice springboards for authentic student action.     

 

 

6. Using parents’ stories as a resource to improve literacy for at-risk students – 

Alnaaz Kassam (TDSB/OISE/UT)  RM: 2-289 

 

This workshop will highlight how one high school is using dual-language story creation 

to involve newcomer parents in the improvement of literacy skills for their children. 

Using this approach, reluctant students become more involved through their parents.  

Activities will include leading participants through a story creation exercise. 
 

 

7. Challenging Homophobia in School Settings: Working with Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (lgbtq) Communities -- Tim McCaskell 

(TDSB) (PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 2-286 



 

In this interactive workshop, we will explore the nature of homophobia and how to 

actively challenge it in K-12 schools. Support for teachers in classroom work, and 

administrators in the implementation of equity and safe school policies will be discussed 

in relation to lgbtq parents, community groups and organizations. 

 

 

8. Equitable Practices: Effective Teaching and Learning Strategies to Promote 

Inclusive Curriculum – Wayne Lee and Scott Richards (TDSB) (PJ/JI)  RM: 

4-414 

 

Through a variety of activities and resources, participants will be engaged in examining 

their personal experiences and reflecting upon their teaching practice within the 

classroom context. They will gain instructional strategies and practical ideas to promote 

an inclusive curriculum for Grades K-8 classroom. A comprehensive resource package 

will be distributed.  

 

 

9. Mobilizing Youth Leadership For Social Justice In Your Classroom – Janis 

Galway, Eileen Nemzer, tian yue (Community Builders) and Adonis Clarke, 

Rosa Lee Farquharson and Viasalagan Vigneswaran (Student leaders) 

(PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 4-422 

 

Community Builders is an NGO that has been training students, teachers and parents to 

be community leaders and social activists in different school communities for over 12 

years.  They will share some key elements of their program for activists as young as 10 

years old, including how to recognize distress patterns that activists encounter (such as 

chronic hopelessness), how to hold the powerful perspective on challenging situations, 

how to build alliances across group identity lines, and how to use the skills of listening 

and appreciation to move people forward. Student leaders from their Jane Finch project 

will help demonstrate skills. 

 

 

10. Power, Privilege and Action: Inclusive Teaching Practices -- Soni Gill (Vice-

Principal, McBride P.S.) and Sheila Macleod (Guidance Counsellor, Ruth 

Thompson Middle School, Peel DSB) (JI)  RM: 2-211 

 

Two educators, drawing on their teaching experiences, will present daily inclusive 

teaching strategies and resources that can be implemented in making your schools and 

classrooms respectful and equitable.  The focus will be on looking at power and 

privilege, promoting action and social change, while creating a welcoming and safe 

learning environment.   
 

 

11. Inner City Model Schools: The Nelson Mandela Park PS Experience -- Jeffrey 

Kugler (Centre for Urban Schooling), Elizabeth Schaeffer (Nelson Mandela 



Park PS), Sherri Gilbert (Nelson Mandela Park P.S.), Jean Rehder (Nelson 

Mandela Park P.S.), and Wilma Verhagen (Jessie Ketchum P.S.) (PJ/JI)  RM: 

2-296 

 

Staff from Nelson Mandela Park P.S. will describe the experience and process that they 

have undertaken in becoming a model school for inner cities.  Their diverse perspectives 

include those of early years classroom teachers, special education teacher, literacy 

coordinator and the model school lead and administration. The presentation will centre 

on the five essential components of the Model School vision: innovation in teaching and 

learning, social justice, commitment to share successful practice, schools as the heart of 

the community, and research review and evaluation.  

 

 

12. Children’s Health and the Environment: Educating for a Just and Healthy Future 

-- Dorothy Goldin Rosenberg (MES, PhD) (JI/IS)  RM: 2-198 

 

In this session, children's environmental health will be discussed as an area of education, 

advocacy and policy change that link health and the physical environment with the 

worlds of school, home, community, workplace and the media. The session will help 

participants to develop critical thinking, and practical skills to better understand and 

take action toward both lifestyle and public policy changes for primary prevention.  

Practical resource materials from the Canadian Partnership on Children's Health and 

the Environment and other resources will be provided. 
 

 

13. Creating Language Proficiency: Accessibility, Relevance, and Cognitive Skill 

Development – Moira Wong (Instructional Leader, Equity TDSB) (JI/IS)  RM: 

2-281 

 

The best teacher activists are teachers who keep their eyes on the 'big picture’ and more 

importantly making the 'big picture' accessible to their students. This workshop looks at 

the 'big picture' in a variety of ways: analysis of 'achievement gaps', issues of language 

proficiency demands implicit in our curriculum, strategies to make curriculum accessible 

to all language learners (and all students are language learners!), questions of 

curricular relevance, and strategies to develop cognitive skills.  
 

 

14. Anti-Racism and Equity in Education – David Ast (Instructional Leader, Equity 

TDSB) (JI/IS)  RM: 2-279 

 

This workshop will invite participants to explore thoughts and attitudes around racism 

and related discrimination. Participants will develop a common vocabulary to describe 

the dynamics of racism, as well as understand the social construction of racism in terms 

of power and privilege. Practical strategies and resources for the school and for the 

classroom will be provided, with an emphasis on turning theory into practice. 

 

 



11:30 – 12:30 p.m.  Free LUNCH and Equity & Social Justice Resource Fair 

 

 

12:30 – 2:15 p.m.  Session 2 
 

 

15. Doing Disability Differently: Rethinking Inclusion and Exclusion – Tanya 

Titchkosky (SESE, OISE/UT) and Rod Michalko (Equity Studies, New 

College, U of T) (PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 2-214 

 

How is disability included in our classrooms and how is it excluded?  From the 

instructors’ perspectives of dyslexia and blindness, the workshop shows how various 

inclusive school practices make disability an individual trouble rather than a collective 

one.  By transforming individual troubles into provocative social issues, this workshop 

aims to provide the opportunity to imagine and to do disability differently. 

 

 

16. Education for Development (Global Education): Helping your Students Make 

Real Change in the World – Danielle Dominick (Former teacher - HDSB, 

UNICEF Canada) (JI/IS)   RM: 2-211 

 

This workshop will introduce pre-service teachers to global education (or education for 

development) and will provide hands-on activities and best practices for engaging 

students in social justice and activism.  Activities related to topics like conflict and peace 

resolution, child rights, and poverty will be highlighted.  Participants will gain practical 

ideas for a multidisciplinary approach to learning that empowers young people, 

challenges them to explore the causes of global poverty and inequity, and encourages 

them to envision the possibility of a better world.    

 

 

17. Working within the University to Promote Socially Just Educational Activism – 

Discussion chair: Reva Joshee (Theory and Policy Studies,  OISE/UT), Kari 

Delhi (Sociology and Equity Studies in Education, OISE/UT), Linda Muzzin 

(Theory and Policy Studies, OISE/UT), Jean-Paul Restoule (Adult Education 

and Counseling Psychology, OISE/UT),  Daniel Schugurensky (Adult Education 

and Counseling Psychology, OISE/UT) (PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 4-422 

 

In this session you will hear a diverse group of activist academics share their insights 

and strategies for promoting educational equity. They will also answer questions from 

the participants about combining scholarship and social justice work within the 

university and beyond. 

 

 

18. Getting Started in the Classroom: Building Equity into Everyday Practice – 

Leslie Woolcott (Equity & Diversity Advisor, Kawartha Pine Ridge DSB) 

(PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 2-212 

 



Many embark on a teaching career because they want to make a difference in the lives of 

young people.  This session will support new teachers wanting to learn how to integrate 

equity practices into their classroom management, curriculum planning, assessment and 

evaluation, and in their communications with parents.  Participants will come away from 

the workshop with both theory and practices that will assist them in their transition to the 

profession. 

 

 

19. Teaching the Greatest Challenge of them All: Climate Change – Tim Grant 

(Co-Editor, Greenteacher.com, former elementary school teacher, TDSB) 

(PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 4-426 

 

Educating young people about climate change is challenging. The science is complex and 

the solutions are not simple, and the world’s poor are particularly vulnerable. In this 

session, we will discuss the latest science, the pedagogical challenges and then learn 

activities that explore the greenhouse effect, the importance of a stable climate, walking 

school buses for elementary schools and car-trip reduction programs for high schools. 

 

 

20. Exploring Issues of Social Justice and Equity through Mathematics -- Bev 

Caswell (Initial Teacher Education Instructor, OISE/ UT) and members of the 

Inner City Option (PJ/JI/IS) RM: 2-279 

 

This interactive workshop will provide hands-on experience in bringing social justice 

issues into your mathematics lessons. 

 

 

21. Equity Tools: Strategies For the Beginning Secondary School Teacher Activist -

- Jill Goodreau (Teacher, UGDSB) and David Montemurro (Initial Teacher 

Education Instructor, OISE/ UT) (JI/IS)  RM: 4-410  

 

This interactive workshop will highlight some of the most commonly used equity/social 

justice/activist strategies that can be modified for classroom use across subjects and 

grades. Modelled activities will include: The Power Triangle, If The World Were 100 

People, The Power Flower, Where Do You Draw The Action Line? Musical Chairs, and 

more…. 

 

 

22. Teaching about Genocide in a way that Encourages Active Citizenship – 

Margaret Wells (OISE/UT) (JI/IS)  RM: 2-281 

 

An interactive workshop that introduces the pedagogy of Facing History and Ourselves, 

an international educational organization that supports teachers in examining racism 

and anti-Semitism in order to promote the development of a more humane, informed and 

active citizenry. By studying the historical development and lessons of the Holocaust and 



other examples of genocide, students make the essential connection between history and 

the moral choices they confront in their own lives. 

 

 

23. This is how L’AM does it: Equity and Social Justice Club at L’Amoreaux C.I, 

TDSB – Michelle Forde and students (IS)  RM: 2-198  

 

This student organized and student facilitated workshop will delve into the issues students 

feel are important in equity organizing in school. This will include what they knew when 

they began their work, what they learned, what challenges and resistance they faced and 

how all of this was reflected in the action they took and continue to take in their school 

community. 

 

 

24. Raising Awareness and Promoting Activism in Non-Urban Elementary Schools 

– Coleen Stewart (Simcoe County DSB)  (PJ/JI)  RM: 4-420 
 

This workshop will look at potential barriers to social activism in non-urban elementary 

schools. Practical strategies for heightening awareness and for promoting activism in the 

school and the school community will be discussed. Concrete examples of student 

projects will be shared. 

 

 

25. Teaching on the Edge: Resisting, Surviving and Thriving While Educating for 

Change -- Susan Kasurak (Western Tech, TDSB) (JI/IS)  RM: 2-286 

 

This workshop will focus on the challenges of being a teacher activist in the classroom 

and the promotion of social/political consciousness and action among students. 

Highlights will include: linking progressive educational theory and practice; drawing on 

the political inherent in all curriculum; creating alternative spaces in the mainstream, 

resisting the authoritarian tendencies of the institution; and choosing your battles. 

 

 

26. Homelessness:  Confronting Social Issues Through an Integrated Curriculum -- 

Melanie Tait (OISE/UT) (PJ/JI)  RM: 2-289 

 

This workshop will model how social justice topics can serve as a springboard for 

integrated learning. Using children's literature to explore the challenging issue of 

homelessness, learn more about how can advocate for change. Children's literature and 

other resources will be presented. 

 

 

27. Embracing Equity with Diverse Picture Books – Wayne Lee and Scott 

Richards (TDSB) (PJ/JI)  RM: 4-414 

 

Every student and educator appreciate the value of a beautifully written and illustrated 

picture book. This workshop will provide participants with the tools and strategies to 



promote inclusive curriculum and equity education on a daily basis. Participants will be 

engaged in a variety of experiential learning activities, while understanding and applying 

the components of balanced literacy and equity education. This workshop will focus on 

reading and writing strategies with diverse picture books, especially those addressing 

issues of racism, sexism, classism, homophobia, ageism, ableism, etc.  

 

 

28. A Little Bit of So Much Truth – Video and facilitated discussion -- Tim 

Heffernan (York Mills CI, TDSB) (PJ/JI/IS)  2-296 

 

When the people of the southern Mexican state of Oaxaca decided they'd had enough of 

bad government, they didn't take their story to the media...they TOOK the media.  

The bulk of this session will centre on the showing of the documentary, "A Little Bit of So 

Much Truth".  In 2006, a broad-based, non-violent, popular uprising, with teachers at the 

forefront, exploded in Oaxaca. The documentary captures the unprecedented media 

phenomenon that emerged when tens of thousands of school teachers, housewives, 

indigenous communities, health workers, farmers, and students took 14 radio stations 

and one TV station into their own hands, using them to organize, mobilize, and ultimately 

defend their grassroots struggle for social, cultural, and economic justice. 

 

 

2:30 – 4:00 p.m. Session 3  

 

 

29. Beyond the Walls of the Classroom: Educational Activism Opportunities – 

Danielle Dominick (UNICEF), Anita Dhawan (TDSB), Denise Edwards 

(TDSB), and Heather Reid (TDSB) (PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 2-211 

 

This workshop will be structured in a panel-format, where you will get the opportunity to 

hear first-hand accounts of educators who have had experiences volunteering abroad 

with Project Overseas (ETFO) and working within the Canadian NGO sector in an 

educational capacity. Speakers will share obstacles, lessons learned and suggestions for 

those considering volunteer and work outside of the school system in order to effect 

change and cultivate careers as social justice educators. 

 

30. Integrating Environmental Issues from a Social Justice Perspective into the 

Curriculum – Kimberley Fry (Greenpeace Canada) (JI/IS)  RM: 4-414 

This workshop will highlight some of the most pressing environmental issues being 

worked on by Greenpeace (climate change, forestry, and toxics) and how they intersect 

with and can be taught from a social justice perspective. Activities will also focus on how 

to teach about these issues in a way that is connected to local communities, promotes a 

sense of hope and is geared towards activism and change. 

 



31. Rethinking Remembrance Day: Exploring Models for School-Wide Peace and 

Social Justice Programmes – Tim Heffernan (Teacher, TDSB, Educators for 

Peace and Justice) and Lynda Lemberg (OSSTF) (PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 2-296 
 

This workshop is designed to share materials and provide a forum in which to discuss 

rethinking Remembrance Day, and how to raise awareness about the nature of war, how 

to challenge its glorification while still being respectful of school traditions, war’s impact 

on soldiers and civilians, war’s impact on humanity and the environment. 

 

 

32.  Bringing Global Issues to Life in our Classrooms -- Domenic Bellissimo 

(Executive Assistant, OSSTF) and Cheryl Nicholls-Jones (Educational Assistant, 

Simcoe Muskoka Catholic DSB) (IS)  RM: 2-214 

 

Common Threads is the OSSTF International solidarity program which offers curriculum 

support to Ontario's schools.  Working in partnership with teachers' unions around the 

world, team members research and design curriculum materials on a critical current 

topic.  Participants will view some of the classroom-ready materials on the topics of 

Globalization and Sweatshops; HIV/AIDS and the Privatization of Water. 

 

 

33. Breaking it Down: Teaching Social Justice in ESL Classrooms from ESLA to 

ESL E - jamie t.s. berrigan (Secondary Teacher, TDSB) (PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 4-410 

 

This concrete skills centred workshop will focus on introducing participants to the levels 

of ESL education and students learning English as a multiple language while drawing 

from several social justice resources as well as techniques to make it part of all four 

areas of ESL education in Ontario schools: reading; writing; listening and speaking; and 

socio-cultural competence and media literacy [the new 2007 ESL curriculum]. 

 

 

34. Express Yourself: Challenging Islamaphobia in Diverse Ways – Nadeem 

Memon (Ph.D candidate, OISE/UT) (PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 2-281 

 

Post 9/11 young Muslims have found new ways of challenging media sensationalization, 

misrepresentation, and overt discrimination against Islam.  Moving beyond the strategies 

of “awareness seminars” and “outreach programs” this workshop will highlight some 

strategies that young Muslims have employed to dynamically engage audiences about 

what Islam means to them through pop culture, music and comedy.  Through creating a 

space for self-expression the creative arts can be a powerful teaching strategy to 

encourage social activism among students and challenge media stereotypes.       

 

 

35. Using Image Theatre to Address Oppression and Conflict in Classrooms, 

Schools, and Communities -- Sara Escott (M.Ed. candidate, OISE/UT, co-

founder of In Forma Theatre), and Adam Perry (M.A. candidate, OISE/UT, co-

founder of In Forma Theatre) (PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 2-212 



 

Popular theatre can be a powerful and creative tool in addressing issues of conflict and 

oppression. In this experiential workshop participants will have the opportunity to learn 

how to use a fusion of image and popular theatre techniques developed from the Theatre 

of the Oppressed (Brazil) and the Theatre for Living (Canada). No theatre experience 

required. 

 

 

36. Preparing Your First Classroom for Social Justice -- Lynette Spence (Equity 

and Human Rights Mentor, OISE/UT) (PJ/JI)  RM: 2-286 

 

Participants will learn how to relate issues of equity and diversity to classroom practice, 

explore the components of an equitable classroom and examine effective tools and 

pedagogies for establishing a social justice classroom. 

 

 

37. Strategies to Promote Gender Equity in the Classroom -- Charmaine Pobre and 

Anne Daley (TDSB) (PJ/JI)  RM: 4-426 

 

This activity-based workshop will encourage participants to reflect on their own ideas 

about gender, as well as to explore ways to promote gender equity in the elementary 

classroom.  

 

 

38. Lessons Learned in Our First Few Years: Beginning Teachers Talk About their 

Activism – Jenny Chen (TDSB), Karin Larsen (Hamilton Wentworth DSB), 

Duncan MacGregor, Heather Hicks (TDSB), and Illanith Benjamin (TDSB) 

(PJ/JI/IS)  RM: 4-422 

 

This panel of new and beginning teachers will share educational activism stories, 

insights, and strategies with workshop participants.  

 

 

39. Being E-Raced:  Shifting Black Student Realities Through Teacher Activism 

Tracy Williams-Shreve, (West Toronto Collegiate, TDSB) and Jill Goodreau 

(Guelph CVI, Upper Grand DSB) (JI/IS)   RM: 2-279 

 

Through interactive activities, participants will be made aware of some of the realities of 

black students in urban schools, examine the role schools play in maintaining these 

realities, and generate possible responses  to create positive change for racialized youth 

in our classrooms, schools and communities.  This workshop will explore the history of 

the idea of race, identify ways in which it is made real in action, and explore how to 

challenge the status quo. 

 

 


