
  

Educational Activism: Social Justice in Classrooms, Schools, and Communities 
Saturday, December 5, 2009 

 
8:45- 10:15 a.m. OPENING PLENARY in OISE/UT  

Auditorium, main floor 
 
Opening remarks – Terezia Zoric (Conference Chair & Senior Lecturer in Social 

Diversity in Schooling, Theory and Policy Studies & Sociology & Equity Studies in 
Education, OISE) 

 
“Introduction to Educational Social Justice Activism” – Keynote panel: 
-- Marian Shehata (Teacher, David and Mary Thomson, TDSB), Pat Case (Director, 
Human Rights and Equity Office, University of Guelph), Kim Fry (Forest Campaigner, 
Greenpeace Canada; Co-founder, The Grove Community School, TDSB), and Qurat 
Murtaza (Student at David and Mary Thomson, TDSB) 
 
 
10:30 A.M. – 12:15 P.M. Concurrent Workshops - SESSION 1  
 
1. From Apathy to Activism: The Making of a Student Social Justice Club – Michelle 
Forde and students (L’Amoreaux C.I, Toronto DSB) (I/S)    Rm. 2-296 
 
This student-organized and student-facilitated workshop will delve into the issues 
students feel are important in equity organizing in school. This will include what they 
knew when they began their work, what they learned, what challenges and resistance 
they faced, and how all of this was reflected in the action they took and continue to take 
in their school community. 
 
2. That's so Gay: Practical Strategies – Helen Victoros (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (P/J/I)  

Rm. 4-414 
This interactive workshop will provide an overview on supports and practical strategies 
for doing anti-homophobia/queer positive work in the classroom.  Examples of 
supportive materials from the Ministry of Education, School Board policies, and 
curriculum resources/lesson plans will be provided. Please come with your questions, 
concerns, and ideas. This workshop is mainly geared toward the elementary level, but 
information is adaptable for the high school level as well. 
 
3. Bringing Global Issues to Life in Our Classrooms -- Domenic Bellissimo (Executive 
Assistant, OSSTF), Jim Neil (Teacher, Upper Canada DSB), and Glen Hodgson 
(Teacher, Near North DSB) (I/S)        Rm. 5-260 
 
Need ideas for teaching about global, environmental or social issues?  This interactive 
workshop will introduce OSSTF’s new curriculum resource, Hungry for Change: 
Cultivating an understanding of Food Security.  The fourth resource in the Commons 
Threads international solidarity program tackles the issues of food access; safety and 
the ethanol debate.  It makes use of a variety of teaching strategies including Smart 
Boards, differentiated instruction and is multi media in nature.  Participants will receive a 
free copy of the resource. 



  

 
4. “Teaching from A Place Of Respect.” How to Create Respectful Relationships With 
First Nation, Métis and Inuit Students – Angela Bosco (Teacher, Simcoe County DSB) 
(P/J/I/S)           Rm. 2-286 
 
This workshop will employ a circle methodology to look at how non-Aboriginal teachers 
can build respectful relationships with First Nation, Métis and Inuit communities, parents 
and students. 
 
5. Using the 5-Step Lesson Plan to Move Issues to Action – Nicole West-Burns and 
Jeff Kugler (Centre for Urban Schooling, OISE) (P/J)    Rm. 2-212 
 
Learn about a lesson plan format that connects Ministry Expectations to social 
action/justice projects. This lesson format may be used to explore many topics in an 
interdisciplinary manner. Participants will see a model or two of how the lesson plan 
format works and then engage in an activity to explore how this might be used in their 
future classrooms.  Additionally, the Centre for Urban Schooling Framework for 
Culturally Responsive and Relevant Pedagogy will be shared.   
 
6. Naming the Silences to Create Equitable Classrooms - Ka'ren Feder (Program 
Outreach and Development Officer, Nelson Mandela Childrens' Fund Canada) (P/J/I/S) 

Rm. 5-240 
 
In a world of political correctness, educators, like everyone else, may be hesitant to say 
the wrong thing. How do we name and address the silences in our classrooms as 
advocates of inclusive and equitable practices? This workshop uses media products – 
advertising, music, Youtube, movies,etc. to name and address racism, sexism, 
classism, heterosexism, ablism… Through the use of visual materials, and more 
specifically the participant's language, educators discuss how to develop an inclusive 
and equitable framework in the classrooms. 

 
7. The World in Your Classroom: Global Education in Ontario, Grade 4 to12 – Sholeh 
Popatia (Manager, Education for Development – Ontario, UNICEF Canada) (J/I/S)  

Rm. 5-250 
How can you engage students in meaningful activities, lessons and initiatives that will 
connect them to other children and global issues around the world? Experience an 
interactive global education workshop in which you explore curriculum-connected and 
creative classroom activities that you can implement right away! Take away a free 
package of materials and join our email list to receive quarterly newsletters and 
invitations to UNICEF education event and initiatives.  
 
8. Teaching for Global Justice: Some Curriculum-Based Ideas -- Antonino Giambrone 
(City View Alternative School, Toronto DSB) (J/I)       Rm. 2-214 
  
How do you begin to teach for global justice? How do you make global justice issues 
more than just “add-ons”? In this workshop, global perspectives on issues of equity, 
human rights, development, environment, and peace are explored through 



  

transformative learning experiences for justice. Find out and share ideas about how to 
make learning experiences for global justice springboards for authentic student action.     
 
9. Reframing (Dis)ability as Activism: Challenging ableism in our classrooms – Thomas 
Widstrand (Special Education Consultant, Toronto DSB) (P/J/I)  Rm. 4-410 
 
This hands-on workshop will help participants develop an awareness of (dis)ability 
through a social justice framework.  The construct of invisible and visible disabilities will 
be discussed along with historical contexts and current realities for people living with 
disabilities.  A variety of lesson plans, strategies and resources for creating curricula 
that includes the experiences of people with disabilities will be offered.   
 
10. Anti-Racism and Equity in Education – David Ast (Instructional Leader, Equity 
Toronto DSB) (J/I/S)         Rm. 2-211 
 
This workshop will invite participants to explore thoughts and attitudes around racism 
and related discrimination. Participants will develop a common vocabulary to describe 
the dynamics of racism, as well as understand the social construction of racism in terms 
of power and privilege. Practical strategies and resources for the school and for the 
classroom will be provided, with an emphasis on turning theory into practice. 
 
11. Children’s Health and the Environment: Educating for a Just and Healthy Future -- 
Dorothy Goldin Rosenberg (MES, PhD) (J/I/S)     Rm. 5-180 
 
In this session, children's environmental health will be discussed as an area of 
education, advocacy and policy change that link health and the physical environment 
with the worlds of school, home, community, workplace and the media. The session will 
help participants to develop critical thinking, and practical skills to better understand and 
take action toward both lifestyle and public policy changes for primary prevention. 
Practical resource materials from the Canadian Partnership on Children's Health and 
the Environment and other resources will be provided. 
 
12. Walking Our Social Justice Talks: Towards a social activist curriculum – Terezia 
Zoric (Senior Lecturer, TPS, OISE), Jill Goodreau (ITE Instructor, OISE), and Jenny 
Chen (Riverdale CI, Toronto DSB) (P/J/I/S)     Rm. 2-279 
 
This interactive workshop will provide participants an opportunity to examine their 
approach to social justice work – the case for why we do it, strategies for working with 
others for social change beyond, as well as building for the next steps. 
 
13. Math and Social Justice: Finally, Understanding the Real World Using Mathematics! 
-- David Stocker (City View Alternative School, Toronto DSB) (P/J/I)  Rm. 4-422 
 
The problem? Pizza party math: math where the content is frivolous, irrelevant- “Why 
are we doing this?” Solution? Real-life math: using math to understand race, class, 
gender, sexuality, immigration, privatization, war. Come and take part in math activities 
that demonstrate how to teach math better with peace and social justice as your content 
material. Based on the new book: Maththatmatters.  



  

 
14. Mobilizing Youth Leadership for Social Justice In Your Classroom – Janis Galway, 
and Student Leaders (Community Builders) (J/I/S)     Rm. 5-230 
 
Community Builders is an NGO that has been training students, teachers and parents to 
be community leaders and social activists in different school communities for over 13 
years. They will share some key elements of their program for activists as young as 10 
years old, including how to recognize distress patterns that activists encounter (such as 
chronic hopelessness), how to hold the powerful perspective on challenging situations, 
how to build alliances across group identity lines, and how to use the skills of listening 
and appreciation to move people forward. Student leaders from their Jane Finch project 
will help demonstrate skills. 
 
 
12:15 – 1:15  Equity and Social Justice Resource Fair and Lunch 
 
 
1:15 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. - Concurrent Workshops - SESSION 2  
 
1. Teaching about Genocide in a Way that Encourages Active Citizenship – Margaret 
Wells (OISE/UT) (J/I/S)         Rm. 2-212 
 
An interactive workshop that introduces the pedagogy of Facing History and Ourselves, 
an international educational organization that supports teachers in examining racism 
and anti-Semitism in order to promote the development of a more humane, informed 
and active citizenry. By studying the historical development and lessons of the 
Holocaust and other examples of genocide, students make the essential connection 
between history and the moral choices they confront in their own lives. 
 
2. Activism and Global/Environmental Education with 10-14 Year Olds – Tim Grant 
(Green Teacher) (J/I/S)        Rm. 2-211 
 
To address the challenges of the 21st century, we need a model of education long 
advocated by environmental educators that uses integrated, thematic learning to 
develop critical thinking and places value on long-term outcomes such as environmental 
responsibility, community service and active citizenship.  This presentation outlines 
eight guiding principles to help reform education but much of this session introduces 
participants to a variety of innovative learning activities that explore food systems, 
calculate ecological footprints, develop respect for other points of view and demonstrate 
our connections to the world's peoples and ecosystems. Participants will take away 
copies of these activities. 
 
3. A Hungry World: Understanding the Global Food Crisis – Nancy Del Col (Global 
Education Coordinator, World Vision Canada) (I/S)     Rm. 2-286 
 
Hunger and malnutrition are not new phenomena, but the recent global crisis of rising 
food prices and deteriorating access to food has raised the number of undernourished 
people in the world to more than one billion. A Hungry World, World Vision’s educational 



  

resource for secondary social studies classes, explores the complexities of global food 
insecurity. Teachers will participate in an interactive workshop exploring the causes of 
food insecurity and its impact on poor children and families. Classroom activities, 
simulations, case studies, and ideas for engaging students in local food-related actions 
will be shared. 
 
4. Exploring Issues of Social Justice and Equity through Mathematics -- Bev Caswell 
(Initial Teacher Education Instructor, OISE/ UT) and Members of the Inner City 
Option (P/J)          Rm. 4-422 
 
This interactive workshop will provide hands-on experience in bringing social justice 
issues into your mathematics lessons. 
 
5. Cops in Schools: A Social Justice and Equity Issue – Susan Kasurak (West Tech, 
Toronto DSB) and Anna Willats (George Brown College) (J/I/S)  Rm. 5-240 
  
In this workshop, members of the newly formed NoCops group will present an overview 
of School Resource Officer programs in Toronto schools and other jurisdictions, and a 
history of Safe Schools policies and programs. They will present the concerns that have 
been raised about the placement of armed officers in high schools by students, parents, 
teachers and community activists, and the myths and facts surrounding policing and 
youth.  Workshop participants will be equipped with tools for response to this program 
and connections with other activists and resources. 
 
6.  "Power-Full" Pedagogy and Critical Global Citizenship Education:   
Teaching and Learning the Social-Political Dimensions of Environmental   
Issues in K-8 classrooms - Angela MacDonald (PhD candidate and Program Assistant 
for the Environmental and Sustainability Education Working Group) (P/J/I)      Rm.4-410 
 
This hands-on workshop will emphasize the democratic import of teaching 
students to understand in what ways global environmental issues provoke difficult and 
unresolved questions around equity,  power-sharing, human rights, and civic 
responsibilities, and will  introduce a range of cross-curricular strategies and resources 
for  naming and working with the concepts of “power” and “agency” as  opportunities for 
learning in environmental and sustainability education. 
 
7. Challenging Homophobia in School Settings: Working with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Queer (lgbtq) Communities -- Tim McCaskell (Toronto DSB) (P/J/I/S)  
           Rm. 5-230 
In this interactive workshop, we will explore the nature of homophobia and how to 
actively challenge it in K-12 schools. Support for teachers in classroom work, and 
administrators in the implementation of equity and safe school policies will be discussed 
in relation to lgbtq parents, community groups and organizations. 
 



  

8. Express Yourself: Challenging Islamaphobia in Diverse Ways – Anila Akram (U of T 
Student) and Jenny Chen (Riverdale C.I., Toronto DSB) (I/S)   Rm. 2-279 
 
Post 9/11 young Muslims have found new ways of challenging media 
sensationalization, misrepresentation, and overt discrimination against Islam.  Moving 
beyond the strategies of “awareness seminars” and “outreach programs” this workshop 
will highlight some strategies that young Muslims have employed to dynamically engage 
audiences about what Islam means to them through pop culture, music and comedy.  
Through creating a space for self-expression the creative arts can be a powerful 
teaching strategy to encourage social activism among students and challenge media 
stereotypes.       
 
9. Being E-Raced:  Shifting Black Student Realities Through Teacher Activism - 
Tracy Williams-Shreve, Matthew Trans-Adams (Parkdale Collegiate, Toronto DSB) 
and Jill Goodreau (ITE Instructor, OISE/UT) (J/I/S)     Rm. 5-260 

 
Through interactive activities, participants will be made aware of some of the realities of 
black students in urban schools, examine the role schools play in maintaining these 
realities, and generate possible responses  to create positive change for racialized 
youth in our classrooms, schools and communities.  This workshop will explore the 
history of the idea of race, identify ways in which it is made real in action, and explore 
how to challenge the status quo. 
 
10. Homelessness Curriculum: From Emotion to Efficacy – Moira Wong (ITE Instructor, 
York University) (P/J/I/S)        Rm. 5-180 
 
In this curriculum development workshop, participants will review a number of recently 
developed and launched electronic units and teaching learning strategies that 
encourage elementary and secondary students to learn about homelessness in 
Canada. Through their review, participants will use the process of Emotion to Efficacy to 
assess the effectiveness of the teaching/ learning strategies to motivate learners to act. 
Participant groups will then develop their own set of four teaching learning strategies 
that will guide students to take concrete steps towards change. 
  

11. Strategies to Promote Gender Equity in the Classroom – Nancy Steele (OISE/UT) 
(P/J/I)           Rm. 2-214 
 
This activity-based workshop will encourage participants to reflect on their own ideas 
about gender, as well as to explore ways to promote gender equity in the classroom. 
We will look at resources that are available and can be used across most grades. 
 
12. War-free schools: Countering Military Recruitment in our Schools, Finding Spaces to 
Challenge the Culture of War – James Campbell and Lynda Lemberg (Educators for 
Peace and Justice) (J/I/S)         Rm. 2-296 
 
This workshop will introduce the activist work of Educators for Peace and Justice, 
highlighting the campaign for “war-free schools”. Participants will engage in an 



  

exploration of the increasing militarization of our school culture through discussion, 
problem-solving scenarios, and resources for “Rethinking Remembrance Day". 
 
13. Inspiring Global Responsibility and Promoting Global Justice in the Classroom – 
Alyson Rowe (Manager, Youth Programs, War Child Canada) (J/I/S)   Rm. 4-414 
 
This workshop will introduce War Child Canada’s innovative youth programming that 
can be used effectively both in the classroom and through extra-curricular activities to 
foster global accountability and concern among students. War Child Canada is a 
humanitarian organization that works with war-affected children in conflict zones around 
the world, and is also committed to promoting global awareness and responsibility in 
Canadian youth. 
 
14. Lessons Learned in Our First Few Years: Beginning Teachers Talk 
About their Activism – Paul Bocking, Jason Martorino, Dunja Vulic, and jamie 
berrigan (moderator) (P/J/I/S)       Rm. 5-250 
 
This panel of new and beginning teachers will share educational activism stories, 
insights, and strategies with workshop participants. They will highlight the barriers 
encountered and the successes they have enjoyed, as well as the major lessons they 
have learned in their diverse contexts. The interactive session will conclude with the 
sharing of advice on effective approaches for teacher candidate participants as they 
head into the last half of their programs and begin their careers as educational activists. 
 
 
 

There will be a draw for door prizes in the auditorium at 3:00pm, 
when you submit your evaluation forms. 

 
 
Thank You to…Sholeh Popatia & Paula Gallo (UNICEF), Domenic Bellissimo 
(OSSTF),Cathy Renfrew (OSSTF), Jill Goodreau (ITE Instructor), Jenny Chen, Megan 
Horsley, Amy Lobo (Student Services, OISE) and her outstanding work-study team, 
Eleanor Gower (Director of SUPO/Student Services), and of course Terezia Zoric (TPS 
Faculty) for their invaluable organizational assistance. This conference would not have 
been possible without your hard work! 
 
Also thanks to the Ministry of Education for their generous support. 


