
    

Educating for Peace and Justice:  

Action for Safe and Equitable Classrooms, Schools and Communities  

Saturday, September 25, 2010 

 

8:30 am – 8:45 am     Registration 

 

8:45 am  – 9:15 am  OPENING PLENARY 

OISE/UT Auditorium, main floor 

 

Opening remarks – Dr. Kathy Bickmore (Associate Professor, Department of 

Teaching Curriculum & Learning & Conference Co-Chair) and Jill Goodreau 

(ITE Instructor & Conference Co-Chair) 

 

Welcome – Dr. Julia O’Sullivan (Dean of OISE) and Eleanor Gower (Director of Student 

Services & the School-University Partnerships Office 
 

 

9:30 am – 11:00 am  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS – Session #1 

 

1. Race: The Final Frontier -- Challenging Racism and the Racial Achievement Gap – 

David Ast (ITE Instructor, OISE) and Nicole Aloise (Equitable Schools Instructional Leader, 

Toronto DSB) (JIS) [Note: Part 1 of 2] 

 

This interactive session invites you to engage in a critical interrogation about race as a means to 

challenge the implicit biases and deficit-thinking that impact negatively on student achievement.  

Moving from these courageous conversations on race, the session will then challenge you to 

ground your teaching in a pedagogy that is culturally relevant and responsive to the diversity of 

students you will eventually meet. High-yield strategies will be employed throughout the session 

as a means to facilitate your learning and as practical tools for you to carry forward into your 

first practicum. [1
st
 half of 2-part workshop 9:30-12:30] 

 

2. Swallowing the Poison: How Understanding Internalized Oppression Will Revolutionize 

Your Classroom – Janis Galway (Executive Co-Director, Community Builders), Joanne Ha 

(Community Builders alumni), Maya Ramchandani (Community Builders alumni), Alika 

Hendricks (Board Chair, Community Builders) and Eileen Nemzer (Executive Co-Director, 

Community Builders) (JI) [Note: Part 1 of 2] 

 

Community Builders is an NGO that has been training students, teachers and parents to be 

community leaders and social activists in Ontario school communities for 15 years.  In this in-

depth workshop CB trainers and student leaders will demonstrate a critical concept for educators 

of all ages to understand as they build caring school cultures.  Internalized oppression, or 

“Swallowing the Poison” happens when racism, sexism, men’s oppression, young peoples’ 

oppression start from the outside, and then become internalized in individuals and groups - 

leading to conflict and destructive behaviours.  This interactive workshop will feature 

demonstrations, discussions and a short Canadian film about internalizing of racism in the First 



    

Nations community which is a powerful teaching aid for the classroom. [1
st
 half of 2-part 

workshop 9:30-12:30] 
 

3. EQUIP (Engaging in Quality Understanding of Inclusive Practices) – Cathy Renfrew 

(Executive Assistant, OSSTF), Debbie Jamieson (Child and Youth Worker, Greater Essex 

County DSB) and Jenny Chen (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (IS) [Note: Part 1 of 2] 

 

During this interactive workshop participants will explore issues of equity and inclusivity. The 

group will explore how to practise inclusion and will receive practical resources/strategies in 

how to affect change by creating equitable environments within their educational workplaces. 

[1
st
 half of 2-part workshop 9:30-12:30] 

 

4. Progressive Discipline: From Theory to Practice – Bill Byrd (Safe Schools Administrator, 

Toronto DSB) (PJIS) 

 

This workshop will review the basics of Bill 212 (The Safe Schools Act) but will put emphasis 

on the discretionary and progressive nature of the new act and consider the implications of these 

changes for the school system. The workshop will include discussion on the TDSB’s 

interpretation of Progressive Discipline and demonstrate how this view of discipline also 

incorporates the student’s previous discipline history and all other relevant factors. The last part 

of the workshop will showcase the TDSB’s extensive variety of programs for students with long-

term suspensions and/or expulsions. 

 

5. Bringing Global Issues to Life in Our Classrooms – Glen Hodgson (Teacher, Near North 

DSB) and Domenic Bellissimo (Executive Assistant, OSSTF) (IS) 

 

Need ideas for teaching about global, environmental or social issues?  This interactive workshop 

will introduce OSSTF’s new curriculum resource, Hungry for Change: Cultivating an 

understanding of Food Security.  The fourth resource in the Commons Threads international 

solidarity program tackles the issues of food access; safety and the ethanol debate.  It makes use 

of a variety of teaching strategies including Smart Boards, differentiated instruction and is multi 

media in nature.  Participants will receive a free copy of the resource. 

 

6. Positive Peer Culture: Building a Culture of Caring Within a School – Monica deJersey 

(Teacher, Toronto DSB) (IS), Laura Liblik (Teacher, Toronto DSB), and Students 

 

Positive Peer Culture (PPC) is an amazing course offered at only two TDSB high schools. 

Students learn communication and mediation skills. This unique, exciting, even life‐changing 

course fits perfectly with the TDSB's renewed focus on character development. Student 

representatives will assist in revealing the merits of PPC. 

 

7. Activism and Global/Environmental Education With 10-14 year olds: 

Teaching About Climate Change – Tim Grant (Green Teacher Magazine) (JI) 

 

After presenting guiding principles that promote critical thinking, equity, environmental 

responsibility and community service in schools, participants will have an opportunity to practice 



    

hands-on activities related to topics such as bird migration, human food systems and ecological 

footprints. Free copies of these activities will be provided. 

 

8. Practical Strategies and Best Practices to Transform Conflict for the Education 

Professional – Gregg Fenten and Alexandra Alvarado (Community Building Activists) (IS) 

 

Attend an interactive and engaging workshop to provide you with valuable practical 

interpersonal knowledge and tools focused on the diverse relationships experienced as an 

education professional. Learn to question your traditional approaches to dealing with conflict to 

develop more responsive techniques for effective peace building. 

 

9. That's So Gay: Practical Strategies – Helen Victoros (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (PJI)  

 

This interactive workshop will provide an overview on supports and practical strategies for doing 

anti-homophobia/queer positive work in the classroom. Examples of supportive materials from 

the Ministry of Education, School Board policies, and curriculum resources/lesson plans will be 

provided. Please come with your questions, concerns, and ideas. This workshop is mainly geared 

toward the elementary level, but information is adaptable for the high school level as well. 

 

10. Drama, Conflict, and Global Justice: Creative Curriculum-based Ideas – Antonino 

Giambrone (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (JI) 

 

This interactive workshop shares ideas and strategies for exploring conflict through a global 

justice approach. Following a navigation of notions of social identity and power relationships, 

participants will explore various global issues and conflicts using drama and deliberation 

strategies. Focus will be placed on fostering student action. 

 

11. Culturally Responsive Classroom Management in Inner City Schools – Lance 

McCready (Assistant Professor, OISE) (IS) 

 

This workshop provides secondary educators with a description of the philosophy of culturally 

responsive classroom management and participants will engage in activities to consider how it 

can be used to address "challenging behaviours" in the classroom. 

 

12. Sharing Our Stories, Sharing Our Humanity:  Peace Education Through the English 

Literature Curriculum – Joan O’Callaghan (ITE Instructor, OISE) (JIS) 

 

In this  hands-on session  participants will experience strategies for using different kinds of 

literary texts in the classroom as a medium for fostering peace and understanding among the 

diverse members of the classroom community. 

 

13. Empowering Your Students: Practical Strategies to Enable Students to Find Their 

Voices and Exercise Their Talents to Enhance the Experiences of Members of Their 

Communities – Camille Williams Taylor (Central Co-ordinating Principal of Literacy, 

Numeracy and ESL/ELD, Toronto DSB) (PJI) 

 



    

Participants will explore the notion of social responsibility and social activism as a critical 

principle in anti-racist programming. The focus will be on strategies that can be developed and 

implemented in elementary schools to encourage children to think critically, identify issues, and 

strategize actions for positive change in their communities. 

 

14. Safer Schools Through Indigenous Ways of Teaching and Learning: How Anyone Can 

Learn to Use These Methods Respectfully? – Jean-Paul Restoule (Assistant Professor, OISE) 

(JIS) 

 

Indigenous ways of teaching and learning embody principles that contribute to a safer school. In 

this workshop you will learn some of these methods and ideas and receive tips on how to 

confidently and respectfully incorporate these ways into your teaching practice no matter what 

your previous level of familiarity with indigenous cultures and knowledge. 

 

15. What Do I Do If I Suspect Child Abuse or Family Violence? – Audrey Rastin (Boost 

Child Abuse Prevention & Intervention (PJIS) 

 

This workshop will assist participants in the early identification of and effective intervention 

with children and youth who have been abused, or are at risk for abuse. Legal and moral 

responsibilities with respect to reporting suspicions of child abuse will be highlighted. This will 

include assisting participants in understanding when a call to a child protection agency is 

necessary. Strategies that assist teachers in overcoming their fears of reporting will be 

emphasized. 

 

16. Getting Started in the Classroom: Building Equity Into Everyday Practice – Leslie 

Wolcott (Equity & Diversity Advisor, Kawartha Pine Ridge DSB) and Marga Koetje (Equity 

Program Officer, Kawartha Pine Ridge DSB) (PJI) 

 

Candidates will develop a common understanding of bias, stereotyping and prejudice. They will 

be able to enhance awareness and identify possible actions/strategies for addressing biases that 

may affect their work.  The workshop will address the value of diversity and global citizenship 

and offer strategies on how to incorporate these pieces into their everyday practices. 

 

17. Math and Social Justice: Finally, Understanding the Real World Using Mathematics! – 

David Stocker (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (JI) 

 

The problem? Pizza party math: math where the content is frivolous, irrelevant- “Why are we 

doing this?” Solution? Real-life math: using math to understand race, class, gender, sexuality, 

immigration, privatization, war. Come and take part in math activities that demonstrate how to 

teach math better with peace and social justice as your content material. Based on the new book: 

Maththatmatters.  

 

18. Teaching About Genocide in a Way that Encourages Active Citizenship – Margaret 

Wells (ITE Instructor, OISE) (IS) 

 



    

Participants will have the opportunity to take part in teaching strategies used by Facing History 

and Ourselves (FHAO), a non profit educational organization. FHAO devoted to supporting 

teachers to teach about genocide and other human rights abuses in a way that engages 

adolescents in reflecting on their own ethical commitments. 

 

19. Forum Theatre: A Tool for Social Change – Simon Malbogat (Director, Mixed Company 

Theatre) (JIS) 

 

Recognized by the Ontario Ministry of Education Curriculum and UNESCO as one of the most 

useful educational tools for social change, Forum Theatre bridges between theatre professionals 

and the community, breaking down the imaginary ‘fourth wall’ between the audience and the 

stage, placing audience members the shoes of the characters on stage. In this workshop, you will 

learn to use Forum Theatre as a unique, interactive tool for social change, redefining outcomes 

by situating the audience as participants in solution creation. 

 

20. How to Work with Challenging and Aggressive Youth in a High School Classroom 

Setting – Likwa Nkala (RISE Program, East Metro Youth Services) (IS) 

 

This workshop will look at the most pervasive forms of youth violence in Canada and outline the 

best-practices in the prevention of youth violence including the youth engagement model. The 

RISE Program and Studio 2, a new multi-media program in the Violence Intervention project, 

will be used as case studies to review strategies to engage youth in solutions to the violence they 

are facing in their lives and communities. 

 

 

11:15 am – 12:30 pm  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS -- Session #2    

 

1. Race: The Final Frontier -- Challenging Racism and the Racial Achievement Gap – 

David Ast (ITE Instructor, OISE) and Nicole Aloise (Equitable Schools Instructional Leader, 

Toronto DSB) (JIS) [Note: Part 2 of 2] 

 

This interactive session invites you to engage in a critical interrogation about race as a means to 

challenge the implicit biases and deficit-thinking that impact negatively on student achievement.  

Moving from these courageous conversations on race, the session will then challenge you to 

ground your teaching in a pedagogy that is culturally relevant and responsive to the diversity of 

students you will eventually meet. High-yield strategies will be employed throughout the session 

as a means to facilitate your learning and as practical tools for you to carry forward into your 

first practicum. [2nd half of 2-part workshop 9:30-12:30] 

 

2. Swallowing the Poison: How Understanding Internalized Oppression Will Revolutionize 

Your Classroom – Janis Galway (Executive Co-Director, Community Builders), Joanne Ha 

(Community Builders alumni), Maya Ramchandani (Community Builders alumni), Alika 

Hendricks (Board Chair, Community Builders) and Eileen Nemzer (Executive Co-Director, 

Community Builders) (JI) [Note: Part 2 of 2] 

 



    

Community Builders is an NGO that has been training students, teachers and parents to be 

community leaders and social activists in Ontario school communities for 15 years.  In this in-

depth workshop CB trainers and student leaders will demonstrate a critical concept for educators 

of all ages to understand as they build caring school cultures.  Internalized oppression, or 

“Swallowing the Poison” happens when racism, sexism, men’s oppression, young peoples’ 

oppression start from the outside, and then become internalized in individuals and groups - 

leading to conflict and destructive behaviours.  This interactive workshop will feature 

demonstrations, discussions and a short Canadian film about internalizing of racism in the First 

Nations community which is a powerful teaching aid for the classroom. [2nd half of 2-part 

workshop 9:30-12:30] 

 

3. EQUIP (Engaging in Quality Understanding of Inclusive Practices) – Cathy Renfrew 

(Executive Assistant, OSSTF), Debbie Jamieson (Child and Youth Worker, Greater Essex 

County DSB) and Jenny Chen (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (IS) [Note: Part 2 of 2] 

 

During this interactive workshop participants will explore issues of equity and inclusivity. The 

group will explore how to practise inclusion and will receive practical resources/strategies in 

how to affect change by creating equitable environments within their educational workplaces. 

[2
nd

 half of 2-part workshop 9:30-12:30] 

 

4. Soft and Deep: Social, Emotional, and Academic Learning for a Peaceful World – John 

Myers (ITE Instructor, OISE) (IS) 

 

Participants will be introduced to a model of teaching for analyzing the nature of disagreement 

and practice using tools for making ethical decisions about what to do. Focused on introducing 

pre-service teachers to decision making, this workshop is ideal for deeper understanding of 

issues in social studies, social science, and science and society curriculum and for deepening 

understanding of critical thinking. 

 

5. Refraining (Dis)Ability as Activism: Challenging Ableism in Our Classrooms – Thomas 

Widstrand (Instructional Leader, Toronto DSB) (PJIS) 

 

This hands-on workshop will help participants develop an awareness of (dis)ability through a 

social justice framework.  The construct of invisible and visible disabilities will be discussed 

along with historical contexts and current realities for people living with disabilities.  A variety 

of lesson plans, strategies and resources for creating curricula that includes the experiences of 

people with disabilities will be offered.   

 

6. Cops in Schools: A Social Justice and Equity Issue – Anna Willats (George Brown 

College) and Susan Kasurak (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (IS) 

 

In this workshop, we will present an overview of School Resource Officer programs in Toronto 

schools and other jurisdictions, and a history of Safe Schools policies and programs. We will 

present the concerns that have been raised about the placement of armed officers in high schools 

by students, parents, teachers and community activists, and the myths and facts surrounding 



    

policing and youth.  Workshop participants will be equipped with tools for response to this 

program and connections with other activists and resources. 

 

7. Children’s Health and the Environment: Educating for a Just and Healthy Future – 

Dorothy Goldin-Rosenberg (Graduate Instructor, OISE) (PJ) 

 

In this session, children's environmental health will be discussed as an area of education, 

advocacy and policy change that link health and the physical environment with the worlds of 

school, home, community, workplace and the media. The session will help participants to 

develop critical thinking, and practical skills to better understand and take action toward both 

lifestyle and public policy changes for primary prevention. Practical resource materials from the 

Canadian Partnership on Children's Health and the Environment and other resources will be 

provided. 

 

8. Educating Diverse Learners:  Challenging Myths, Stereotypes and Cannons in 

the English Classroom – Monique James (Teacher, Peel DSB) and Ann Lopez (ITE 

Instructor, OISE) (IS) 

 

This presentation will look at creative ways of engaging diverse learners in the English 

classroom by looking at alternative texts, and different forms of writing as a way of meeting the 

needs of a growing diverse student population.  This presentation promises to be engaging and 

interactive.  

 

9. Peanut Butter, Kirpans, and Hate Speech: Teaching Civil Liberties – Danielle 

McLaughlin (Director of Education, Canadian Civil Liberties Education Trust) (JIS) 

 

In a democracy, we are constantly required to make choices. But how do we know what to 

choose when good conflicts with good, or when we have to decide between two bad choices? 

How do we help our students to make these choices and how can we then deal with the 

controversies that come into our classrooms, whether we want them or not? Asking hard and 

critical questions should be a habit of citizens in democracy. This workshop will give 

participants a structured way of guiding questions in the teaching of controversial issues. 

Materials will be supplied. 

 

10. Teaching with award-winning multicultural books in K-8 classrooms – Shelley Stagg 

Peterson (Associate Professor, OISE) (PJIS) 

 

In this workshop, participants will have an opportunity to see and work with a selection of brand 

new children’s and young adult literature on multicultural and equity themes. The facilitator, a 

member of the International Reading Association’s prestigious “Notable Books for a Global 

Society” committee who has been evaluating these hot-off-the-press books, will model and 

facilitate discussion on ways of teaching for literacy, peace and justice with these books. 

 

11. Red Pedagogy for White, Yellow, and Black Educators: the Medicine Wheel in Motion 

for Change – Sylvia Smith (Teacher and Project of Heart Coordinator) (PJIS) 

 



    

This interactive workshop introduces concrete methods for integrating Aboriginal perspectives 

into every aspect of the curriculum. Participants will hear how non-Indigenous educators can 

learn from Indigenous pedagogies, and in so doing, honour the diversity in our classrooms. The 

workshop will also show educators how we can teach for social justice in the classroom with 

examples of student work that "reads the environment" and "acts to change" the environment to 

insure cultural survival. 

 

12. Challenging Homophobia in School Settings: Working with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender and Queer (lgbtq) Communities – Tim McCaskell (Toronto DSB) (IS) 

 

In this interactive workshop, we will explore the nature of homophobia and how to actively 

challenge it in K-12 schools. Support for teachers in classroom work, and administrators in the 

implementation of equity and safe school policies will be discussed in relation to lgbtq parents, 

community groups and organizations. 

 

13. How to Work with Challenging and Aggressive Youth in a High School Classroom 

Setting – Likwa Nkala (RISE Program, East Metro Youth Services) (IS) 

 

This workshop will look at the most pervasive forms of youth violence in Canada and outline the 

best-practices in the prevention of youth violence including the youth engagement model. The 

RISE Program and Studio 2, a new multi-media program in the Violence Intervention project, 

will be used as case studies to review strategies to engage youth in solutions to the violence they 

are facing in their lives and communities. 

 

14. Understanding the Roots of Anger – Lisa Romano-Dwyer (Teacher, Dufferin Peel 

Catholic DSB) (JIS) 

 

This workshop will help future educators discern the reasons and the function that anger plays in 

the lives of children with mild to severe behavioural problems. This interactive workshop will 

help adults understand why, when, and how anger happens, so that students can learn to gain 

control over their behaviours in and outside the classroom. 

 

15. The World in Your Classroom: Global Education in Ontario, Grade 4 to 12 – Carissa 

MacLennan (UNICEF) (JIS) 

 

Teachers will be given the opportunity to learn about the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(CRC) and how global education and the CRC may be integrated into their teaching practice. 

They will interact with resources and activities that they could use in their schools and develop 

an action plan they can implement. 

 

16. Important First Steps When Conflict Arises in Your Classroom – Nancy Steele (ITE 

Instructor, OISE) and Sharon Weisbaum (Director, In the Moment Consulting) (PJ) 

 

Getting started with a conflict resolution programme in any community can be daunting. We will 

provide guidelines for starting a Community 'Safer' circle, and give the group experience with 

the process. We will also introduce an exercise that provides a useful metaphor for seeing the 



    

different sides of a problem using the fun and engaging "Mystery Box". Handouts will be 

provided. 

 

17. Mindfulness in Education: Cultivating Presence, Purpose and Vision – Maria Vamvalis 

(Teacher, Toronto DSB) (PJIS) 

 

This workshop will explore the importance of the critical educator's inner life, and how 

developing mindfulness is vital in sustaining the work of building healthy learning communities. 

This is an interactive and reflective workshop that will provide a space 

and context for emerging educators to clarify and articulate a personal vision of peace, justice 

and sustainability that will guide them in their work.  It will also offer some useful resources and 

tools to navigate the rewarding and challenging terrain of transforming culture through education 

 

18. Using Circle Processes to Address Conflict and Sensitive Issues in the Classroom – 

David Sovran (Volunteer, Peacebuilders International) and Anu Bhatia (Program worker, 

Peacebuilders International) (JIS) 

 

An interactive workshop focusing on the use of circle processes to deal with conflict in the 

classroom and in the school. Educators will gain hands – on experience to dialogue about 

sensitive issues such as test/exam anxiety, bullying, respect and disrespect, anger and subject 

phobias. Effective as progressive discipline/intervention strategy for diversion to suspensions, 

circle processes are an excellent tool for building bonds, confidence and trust among students. 

Handouts and classroom resources will be provided to participants with opportunity to hear 

about field experiences of PBI facilitators and youth. 

 

19. "The kid from ________ is still a kid": Strategies to Aid Teachers in Managing High-

risk Aggressive Students in the Diverse Classroom Setting of Today's Schools – Dr. Ruth 

Stirtzinger (Assistant Professor, University of Toronto) (IS) 

 

Teachers today are unprepared for and overwhelmed by the level of emotional and social 

disturbances exhibited by a growing number of students.  Using video tape analysis, theories of 

aggression in children are discussed to enable the development of prevention/intervention 

strategies.  These strategies involve the teacher and whole class as change agents to promoted 

healthy inclusive and safe classrooms for all students. 

 

20. Exploring the Bullying Dynamic Through Literature - Miriam Zachariah (Toronto 

DSB) and Carol Hofmann (Toronto DSB) (IS) 

 

This workshop explores the issue of social bullying through literature. In particular, it will focus 

on the role of the bystander, the pressures they may face, and the choices available to them. More 

than ever before in history, adults and children alike are faced with complex issues and conflicts 

that require them to be able to understand and empathize with a multitude of perspectives or 

points of view. By implementing this drama in the context of specific classroom literature, we 

can provide students with opportunities in which to take risks, reflect on, and explore these 

issues creatively. 

 



    

21. Teaching Conflict and Negotiation Across the Curriculum – Kathy Bickmore (Associate 

Professor, OISE) (PJIS) 

 

Teaching Conflict and Negotiation across the Curriculum: Make academic curriculum relevant 

and meaningful, by connecting it to the conflicts and questions that make life interesting! This 

workshop will demonstrate and discuss various ways to infuse conflict and negotiation concepts 

and skill-building into classroom curriculum, in various grades and subject areas. 

 

 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Peace and Justice Education Resource Fair & FREE Lunch 

 

 

1:30 pm – 2:45 pm  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS -- Session #3  

 

1. Strategies and Skills used in Peer Mediation to effectively prevent and resolve conflicts in 

Secondary Schools – Dr. Fae Samuels (Retired Principal, Dufferin-Peel DSB) (IS) 

 

These skills and strategies are transferable to our daily life in order to live in peace. The 

workshop is essential for all teachers, administrators and anyone who works with young people.   

 

2. Faith and Inclusivity: Reacting and Responding to Islamophobia in Schools – Nadeem 

Memon (Education Consultant, RAZI Education) (JIS) 

 

In order to extend the conception of equity to include faith, inclusive classroom practice must 

recognize how faith-based worldviews, motivations, practice, and stereotypes shape the 

educational experiences of students. This workshop will explore ways of using popular culture to 

critically examine religious difference and discrimination.   

 

3. Supporting Our LGBTQ Student Communities: A Look at Best Practices – Colleen 

Ireland (District 16 President, OSSTF) (IS) 

 

We will look at identifying barriers, working with Administration, and fostering collaboration 

with the school community (staff, parents). We will examine concrete, hands-on activities and 

initiatives which can help create a healthier school community. 

 

4. Bullying Awareness: Reclaiming Our Schools – Vanessa Hamilton (Ontario Certified 

Teacher) and Jeff Reati (Ontario Certified Teacher) (PJIS) 

 

Bullying Awareness: Reclaiming Our Schools is a comprehensive resource, an in-school 

awareness campaign, and a series of workshops created to educate people of the often long-term 

effects of bullying on our students and families, schools, and the greater community.  Through 

the education and integration into classrooms and curriculum, we aim to establish an awareness 

of bullying behaviour in all of its forms, while providing sound strategies for the implementation 

of education and intervention in schools.  This interactive workshop will explore the issue and 

provide tools necessary to help eradicate bullying in our schools.   

 



    

5. Zero Tolerance:  A Collective Play Reading on the Pursuit of Safe Schools – Tara 

Goldstein (Professor, OISE) (JIS) 

 

Participants in this session will have the opportunity to engage in a collective play reading and 

discussion of a play adapted from the Toronto District School Board (TDSB) report The Road to 

Health by the School Community Safety Advisory Panel (2008).  This report was commissioned 

by the TDSB after the shooting of Jordan Manners in the hallway of his school CW Jeffreys in 

May 2007. 

 

6. Bending Spoons: Practical Theory for Critical Literacy Towards Social Change – Jill 

Morris (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (IS) 

 

Literary theory is not beyond the ability of high school students and, in fact, it is arguable that 

students need access to these theoretical tools in order to become skilled critical readers and 

agents for social change in our text-driven society. Based on over ten years of classroom 

application, this session will explore the fruitful challenges and rewards of introducing literary 

and language theory into humanities courses.  Activity and discussion based, the session will also 

offer teacher and classroom readings and resources. 

 

7. Using the 5-Step Lesson Plan to Move Issues to Action – Jeff Kugler, Karen Murray, and 

Nicole West-Burns (Centre for Urban Schooling, OISE)) (PJ) 

 

Learn about a lesson plan format that connects Ministry Expectations to social action/justice 

projects. This lesson format may be used to explore many topics in an interdisciplinary manner. 

Participants will see a model or two of how the lesson plan format works and then engage in an 

activity to explore how this might be used in their future classrooms.  Additionally, the Centre 

for Urban Schooling Framework for Culturally Responsive and Relevant Pedagogy will be 

shared.   

 

8. Backward Design to Create an Equitable Classroom – David Armani (Teacher, Peel DSB) 

(PJ) 

 

With the “backward design” in this session the participants will discuss the notion of democratic 

citizenship and the kind of future we want, and then discuss how to plan classroom activities to 

reach toward these goals. This interactive and engaging session will examine some tools to help 

to create an equitable, inclusive, and peaceful classroom. 

 

9. Playground Conflict Management (Peer Mediation) for Elementary Schools: 

Introduction and Implementation – Niki Bledin (Conflict Management Consultant) (PJI) 

 

This workshop will describe the stages involved in initiating, implementing and sustaining a k-

6/8 peacemakers playground program. Further insights will be given on: administrative 

responsibilities, selection and training of students, implementing and monitoring the program, 

follow up training with conflict managers, and appreciation and recognition of those involved. 

 



    

10. Restorative Circles in High Schools: Strategies For Teacher Use in Classroom Conflict 

Situations – Dean Barnes (Vice-Principal, Halton, DSB) (IS) 

 

Participants will have an opportunity to practice using restorative circles to prevent or resolve 

classroom conflict between individuals.  Participants will  work through scenarios with a Vice-

Principal who has led and participated in circles involving teachers and students.  Preliminary 

findings from the presenter’s PhD research have shown that possible benefits of this intervention 

include cultural inclusion, relationship repair, and violence prevention. 

 

11. World Class: Students Becoming Global Citizens – Nancy Del Col (Global Education 

Coordinator, World Vision Canada) (PJ) 

 

World Class is a free interactive web-based learning program for K-8 classrooms designed to 

link classroom learning to real world issues and engage students in taking action for positive 

change. This presentation will explore strategies for integrating technology into classroom 

learning using World Class global education resources and web tools (blogs, videos, image 

gallery, assignment management and more) to engage students in collaboration, critical 

reflection and action. Participants with laptops can register for a free virtual classroom space in 

the World Class program. 

 

12. Listening for a Change - Musical and Mindful Practices for Peace Building – Gary 

Diggins (Community Activist) (IS) 

 

Gary Diggins will share various expressive arts processes that he uses in Africa and North 

America to deepen a sense of community.  Participants will be engaged through user friendly 

instruments.  Come to where the playful, mindful, and soulful converge. 

 

13. Star power? Exploring Class and Race Barriers in the Classroom– Tracy Williams-

Shreve (Teacher, Toronto DSB) and Jill Goodreau (ITE Instructor, OISE) (IS) 

 

Through interactive activities, participants will be made aware of some of the realities of black 

students in urban schools, examine the role schools play in maintaining these realities, and 

generate possible responses  to create positive change for racialized youth in our classrooms, 

schools and communities.  This workshop will explore the history of the idea of race, identify 

ways in which it is made real in action, and explore how to challenge the status quo. 

 

14. Do You Hear Me? Can You See Me?:  How to Create Inclusive Youth-Centered 

Classrooms Where Stories and Voices Are Valued. – Letecia Rose (Education Director, 

Harmony Movement) (JIS) 

 

This workshop will examine the common assumptions and judgments that we make about our 

students as educators and how it can create barriers to student success in our classrooms.  

Educators will get the chance to learn strategies and best practices, and have the opportunity to 

interact with students and hear in their own words what has worked for them and highlight areas 

that need more attention. 

 



    

15. Social Change Through Nonviolence – Lyn Adamson (Co-ordinator, PeaceWorks) (IS) 

 

Participants will receive an introduction to nonviolence for social transformation with an in-

depth presentation and discussion on nonviolence in action in conflict zones, and the role of 

international peace teams. Discussion of the dynamics of nonviolent social change (including 

major struggles such as the end of apartheid in South Africa and the civil rights movement) and 

how to present these topics in the classroom. Resources will also be available to participants. 

This workshop is geared towards teachers of social studies, humanities, civics, English, history.   

 

16. Violence Prevention Through Movement: Peace building in the Primary Classroom – 

Traci Scheepstra (PhD candidate, OISE) (PJ) 

 

Violence permeates educational institutions, eroding positive school climate and robbing 

students of valuable learning opportunities. This “hands-on” workshop will introduce 

participants to movement activities that have the potential to prevent violence and build peace in 

the primary classroom (K-3) and on the playground by demonstrating ways of developing 

students’ spatial awareness, self-control, empathy and more (hand-outs and a list of resources 

will be provided).  

 

17. Creating War Free Schools: Strategies and Sites for Anti-Imperial Education - James 

Campbell (Teacher, Toronto DSB), Jason Kunin (Teacher, Toronto DSB), and Nashwa Salem 

(PhD Candidate) (JIS) 

This workshop will introduce the activist work of Educators for Peace and Justice, highlighting 

the campaign for “war-free schools”. Participants will engage in an exploration of the increasing 

militarization of our school culture through discussion, problem-solving scenarios, and resources 

for “Rethinking Remembrance Day". 

 

 

 

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Keynote Speaker – Julian N. Falconer (LLB) 

    Auditorium, main floor 

 

4:00 pm – 4:30 pm  Refreshments and draw for resources 

    Room TBA 

 

 

 

Thank You to… 

Kathy Bickmore (Associate Professor & Conference Co-Chair), Jill Goodreau (ITE Instructor & 

Conference Co-Chair), Jenny Chen, Megan Horsley, Shannon Larsen, Traci Scheepstra, Eleanor 

Gower (Director of SUPO/Student Services), Amy Lobo (Student Services, OISE) and her 

outstanding work-study team for their invaluable organizational assistance. This conference 

would not have been possible without your hard work! 

 

Also thanks to the Ministry of Education for their generous support. 


