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Educating for Peace and Justice:  

Action for Safe and Equitable Classrooms, Schools and Communities  

Saturday, September 24, 2011 

 

8:30 am – 8:45 am     Registration 

 

8:45 am – 9:15 am  OPENING PLENARY 

OISE/U of T Auditorium, main floor 

 

Welcome –   Jeanne Watson, Associate Dean, Programs 

Eleanor Gower, Director, Student Services/School University 

Partnership Office, OISE/ U of T  

 

Opening remarks –  Jill Goodreau (ITE Instructor & Conference Chair) and  

Dr. Kathy Bickmore (Associate Professor, Department of 

Curriculum, Teaching & Learning) 

 

 

9:30 am – 12:45 am  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS – Double Session 

    [Note: These are 3 hour workshops]   

 

1. Race: The Final Frontier -- Challenging Racism and the Racial Achievement Gap – David Ast 

(ITE Instructor, OISE) and Nicole Aloise (Equitable Schools Instructional Leader, Toronto DSB) (JIS) 

[Note: This is a 3 hour workshop]   

[Room 5-150] 

This interactive session invites you to engage in a critical interrogation about race as a means to 

challenge the implicit biases and deficit-thinking that impact negatively on student achievement.  

Moving from these courageous conversations on race, the session will then challenge you to ground 

your teaching in a pedagogy that is culturally relevant and responsive to the diversity of students you 

will eventually meet. High-yield strategies will be employed throughout the session as a means to 

facilitate your learning and as practical tools for you to carry forward into your first practicum.  

 

2. Helping your students find their courage: Creating classrooms of allies – Janis Galway, and 
Alika Hendricks (Community Builders) (JI) [Note: This is a 3 hour workshop]  

[Room 5-240]  

Community Builders is an NGO that trains students, teachers and parents to be community leaders and 

social activists in different school communities in Ontario. Their training team will demonstrate their 

popular "Friends and Allies" classroom workshop, which sensitizes students to oppression and 

inclusion issues, and helps strengthen their resolve to stand up for others who are experiencing 

mistreatment. In this workshop you will learn the 4-step process for being a powerful ally, which 

includes looking for the underlying hurts of the mistreator.  You will also be introduced to the new 

Ally Stories Books and Video, featuring stories of courage written by young people across the 

province, and skits that you can use with your students to practise their ally skills. 
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9:30 am – 11:00 am  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS – Session #1 

 

1. Social Change Through Nonviolence – Lyn Adamson and Sylvia Grady (PeaceWorks) (IS) 

[Room 8-280] 

Participants will receive an introduction to nonviolence for social transformation with an in-depth 

presentation and discussion on nonviolence in action in conflict zones, and the role of international 

peace teams. We will discuss the dynamics of nonviolent social change (including major struggles 

such as the end of apartheid in South Africa and the civil rights movement) and how to present these 

topics in the classroom. Resources will also be available to participants. This workshop is geared 

towards teachers of social science, humanities, civics, English, history and geography.   

 

2. Still Not Laughing:  Challenging Sexual Harassment in Our Schools – Ontario Secondary 

Teachers Federation (IS) 

[Room 5-260] 

Still Not laughing will present educational workers with a conceptual framework to increase their 

awareness and understanding of sexual harassment and provide them with an opportunity to use this 

framework to develop strategies that challenge violence and harassment in their schools and 

workplaces. 

 

3. Roots of Equality – Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario (PJI) 

[Room 5-160] 

This ETFO workshop introduces the Roots of Equality resource, designed to help foster students‘ 

healthy, equal relationships, and raise awareness of violence against women.  Lesson plans for Grades 

1 – 8 (themes: family, friends, school, community connections, media) are linked to Ontario‘s 

curriculum. 

 

4. Progressive Discipline: From Theory to Practice – Bill Byrd (Safe and Caring Schools 

Administrator, Toronto DSB) (PJIS) 

[Room 4-422] 

This workshop will review the basics of Bill 212 (The Safe Schools Act) but will put emphasis on the 

discretionary and progressive nature of the new act and consider the implications of these changes for 

the school system. The workshop will include discussion on the TDSB‘s interpretation of Progressive 

Discipline and demonstrate how this view of discipline also incorporates the student‘s previous 

discipline history and all other relevant factors. The last part of the workshop will showcase the 

TDSB‘s extensive variety of programs for students with long-term suspensions and/or expulsions. 

 

5. Challenging Homophobia in School Settings: Working with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender and Queer (lgbtq) Communities – Tim McCaskell (Author/Community Activist) (JIS) 

[Room 4-414] 

In this interactive workshop, we will explore the nature of homophobia and how to actively challenge 

it in schools. Support for teachers in classroom work, and administrators in the implementation of 

equity and safe school policies will be discussed in relation to lgbtq parents, community groups and 

organizations. 
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6. First Steps: Creating an Inclusive Environment for First Nations, Inuit and Métis Students – 

Ontario Secondary Schools Teachers Federation (IS) 

[Room 5-230] 

Using an aboriginal framework, the facilitators will guide participants through a series of activities 

designed to examine their individual school communities. Participants will receive practical 

suggestions and resources to enhance and support the success of Aboriginal students. 

 

7. Strategies and Skills used in Peer Mediation to Effectively Prevent and Resolve Conflicts in 

Secondary Schools – Dr. Fae Samuels (Retired Principal, Dufferin-Peel DSB) (IS) 

[Room 2-279] 

These skills and strategies are transferable to our daily life in order to live in peace. The workshop is 

essential for all teachers, administrators and anyone who works with young people.   

 

8. Dramatic Encounters: Engaging in Social Justice Education Through Improvised Dramatic 

Conflict– Antonino Giambrone (Equitable Schools Instructional Leader, Toronto DSB) (JI) 

[Room 5-250] 

One way of engaging students in social justice education is using drama as an instructional tool. Drama 

can be used to explore various justice-based issues concerning identity and power, and can be a way to 

engage students in conflict that is generative - when conflict allows for different student perspectives 

and understandings to emerge. Participants will explore different drama strategies that can be used in 

various curriculum areas, and that have the potential to foster student engagement and action.  

 

9. What Do I Do If I Suspect Child Abuse or Family Violence? – Carmela Diano (Boost Child 

Abuse Prevention & Intervention (PJIS) 

[Room 2-286] 

This workshop will assist participants in the early identification of and effective intervention with 

children and youth who have been abused, or are at risk for abuse. Legal and moral responsibilities 

with respect to reporting suspicions of child abuse will be highlighted. This will include assisting 

participants in understanding when a call to a child protection agency is necessary. Strategies that 

assist teachers in overcoming their fears of reporting will be emphasized. 

 

10. Math and Social Justice: Finally, Understanding the Real World Using Mathematics! – David 

Stocker (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (JI) 

[Room 2-211] 

The problem? Pizza party math: math where the content is frivolous, irrelevant- ―Why are we doing 

this?‖ Solution? Real-life math: using math to understand race, class, gender, sexuality, immigration, 

privatization, war. Come and take part in math activities that demonstrate how to teach math better 

with peace and social justice as your content material. Based on the book: Maththatmatters.  

 

11. Teaching with Award-Winning Multicultural Books in K-8 Classrooms – Shelley Stagg 

Peterson (Associate Professor, OISE) (PJIS) 

[Room 2-212] 

In this workshop, participants will have an opportunity to see and work with a selection of brand new 

children‘s and young adult literature on multicultural and equity themes. The facilitator, a member of 

the International Reading Association‘s prestigious ―Notable Books for a Global Society‖ committee 
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who has been evaluating these hot-off-the-press books, will model and facilitate discussion on ways of 

teaching for literacy, peace and justice with these books. 

 

12. Zero Tolerance:  Exploring Safe School Issues Through Play Reading and Discussion – Tara 

Goldstein (Professor, Curriculum, Teaching and Learning, OISE) (JIS) 

[Room 8-220] 

Participants in this session will have the opportunity to engage in a collective play reading and 

discussion of a play adapted from the Toronto District School Board (TDSB) report The Road to 

Health by the School Community Safety Advisory Panel (2008).  This report was commissioned by the 

TDSB after the shooting of Jordan Manners in the hallway of his school CW Jeffreys in May 2007. 

 

13. Children’s Health and the Environment: Educating for a Just and Healthy Future – Dorothy 

Goldin Rosenberg (Graduate Instructor, OISE) (PJ) 

[Room 4-426] 

In this session, children's environmental health will be discussed as an area of education, advocacy and 

policy change that link health and the physical environment with the worlds of school, home, 

community, workplace and the media. The session will help participants to develop critical thinking, 

and practical skills to better understand and take action toward both lifestyle and public policy changes 

for primary prevention. This framework stresses social issues in environmental health contexts of 

gender, race, class, culture, ethnicity, age, poverty and other systems of oppression. Practical resource 

materials from the Canadian Partnership on Children's Health and the Environment and other resources 

will be provided. 

 

14. Using the 5-Step Plan for Unit Design to Move Equity and Social Justice Issues to Action – 

Jeff Kugler and Nicole West-Burns (Centre for Urban Schooling, OISE) (PJI)  

[Room 5-170] 

Learn about a unit plan format that connects Ministry Expectations to social action/justice projects. 

This lesson format may be used to explore many topics in an interdisciplinary manner. Participants will 

see a model or two of how the lesson plan format works and then engage in possible activities that can 

be used in their future classrooms. Additionally, the Centre for Urban Schooling Framework for 

Culturally Responsive and Relevant Pedagogy will be shared. 

 

15. Bringing Global Issues to Life in Our Classrooms – Glen Hodgson (Teacher, Near North DSB) 

(IS) 

[Room 8-200] 

Need ideas for teaching about global, environmental or social issues?  This interactive workshop will 

introduce OSSTF‘s curriculum resource, Hungry for Change: Cultivating an understanding of Food 

Security.  The fourth resource in the Commons Threads international solidarity program tackles the 

issues of food access; safety and the ethanol debate.  It makes use of a variety of teaching strategies 

including Smart Boards, differentiated instruction and is multi media in nature.  Participants will 

receive a free copy of the resource. 
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16. Stories to Change the World: Storytelling for Social Justice - Kim Fry (Masters of Teaching 

Candidate, OISE) (PJI) 

[Room 4-410] 

Stories have the power to shape our world and empower students to connect the teachings in the stories 

to their own lives as well as tell their own stories.  Despite the resurgence of the oral tradition across 

the globe, many classroom teachers feel nervous to let go of text in favor of storytelling.  This 

workshop will provide an introduction to teachers about the world of storytelling as well as exploring 

some excellent stories to connect to social justice themes. 

 

17. ReTeaching Around Remembrance Day: Challenging War & Imperialism in Schools- James 

Campbell (Teacher, University of Toronto Schools), Jason Kunin (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (JIS) 

[Room 8-214] 

This workshop will focus on the practical challenges and opportunities teachers encounter when trying 

to teach critically about Canada's imperial/military culture, both past and present. Using case studies 

addressing Remembrance Day assemblies, textbooks, as well as classroom events from both teacher 

and student perspectives, this workshop will provide a forum to exchange ideas about practical ways to 

navigate our way through the school system as both educators and activists, as well as specific 

resources you can use to challenge war and imperialism in your schools and classrooms.   

 

18. Using Peacebuilding Circles in the Classroom to Address Bullying – Eva Marszewski and 

Niki Bledin (Peacebuilders International) (JIS) 

[Room 2-213] 

An interactive workshop focusing on use of Circle processes to deal with bullying. Circle dialogues are 

an excellent tool for building confidence and trust among students and their teachers. They are also an 

effective alternative strategy for addressing conflict and discipline issues, and to engage "silent 

bystanders" of bullying. 

 

 

11:15 am – 12:45 pm  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS -- Session #2    

 

1. Teaching About Genocide in a Way that Encourages Active Citizenship – Leora Schaefer 

(Facing History and Ourselves) (IS) 

[Room 5-160] 

Participants will have the opportunity to take part in teaching strategies used by Facing History and 

Ourselves (FHAO), a non profit educational organization. FHAO devoted to supporting teachers to 

teach about genocide and other human rights abuses in a way that engages adolescents in reflecting on 

their own ethical commitments. 

 

2. Issues of Conflict Management in the Community and Multicultural Classrooms – Sandi 

Bowland (Teacher, Upper Grand DSB) (JIS)  

[Room 5-170] 

Ethnic conflict can exist in a classroom, often without our knowledge. This workshop will present 

essential elements toward understanding ethnic conflict and peace building in multicultural classrooms. 

Drawing from extensive experience in ethnic conflict mediation and peace building in the Balkan 

Region, participants will be provided with basic tools for promoting peace and tolerance in a classroom 

environment. 
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3. Exploring issues of identity through Dramatic Arts - Alice Te (ITE Instructor, OISE) (JI) 

[Room 5-230] 

In today‘s diverse classrooms, students have the potential and opportunities to develop their creative 

minds, imagine new situations for new solutions to difficult human problems, and to learn to act from a 

place of openness and empathy. In this interactive workshop, participants will be immersed in a variety 

of drama activities that encourage respect, dialogue about social identities, difference, and community. 

 

4. Activist Teaching to Challenge Class Bias - Terezia Zoric (Senior Lecturer, Theory and Policy 

Studies, OISE) (IS) 

[Room 4-422] 

What does it mean to 'challenge classism' in our work as educators and educational activists? What 

does anti-classist curriculum look like? How can we link the issue of socio-economic justice to other 

equity, diversity, and social and environmental justice approaches? This workshop will answer these 

questions in an interactive format, and will highlight resources that educators can use in their equity 

work in classrooms, schools, and communities. 

 

5. Conflict: Positive Practical Classroom Strategies - Gregg Fenten and Alexandra Alvarado 

(Community Building Activists) (IS) 

[Room 2-212] 

It is frustrating to experience conflict. In the classroom, it can be even more so as there are the different 

relationships with students, parents, administration and colleagues. Wouldn't it be great to understand 

about and learn techniques that are effective to utilize in the classroom and beyond? This workshop is 

ideal to present information and exercises that are practical and fun to learn and bring to your school 

experience. 

 

6. Exploring the Bullying Dynamic Through Literature - Miriam Zachariah (Toronto DSB) and 

Carol Hofmann (York Region DSB) (IS) 

[Room 2-211] 

This interactive workshop explores the issue of social bullying through literature. In particular, it will 

focus on the role of the bystander, the pressures they may face, and the choices available to them. 

More than ever before, adults and children alike are faced with complex issues and conflicts that 

require them to be able to understand and empathize with a multitude of perspectives or points of view. 

By implementing this drama in the context of specific classroom literature, we can provide students 

with opportunities to take risks, reflect on, and explore these issues creatively. 

 

7. Positive Peer Culture: Building a Culture of Caring Within a School – Monica deJersey 

(Teacher, Toronto DSB), Laura Liblik (Teacher, Toronto DSB), and Students (IS) 

[Room 4-414] 

Positive Peer Culture (PPC) is an amazing course offered at only two TDSB high schools. Students 

learn and practice communication and mediation skills. This unique, exciting, even life‐changing 

course fits perfectly with the TDSB's renewed focus on character development. Student representatives 

will assist in revealing the merits of PPC. 

 

8. Soft and Deep: Social, Emotional, and Academic Learning for a Peaceful World – John Myers 

(ITE Instructor, OISE) (JIS) 
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[Room 4-426] 

Participants will be introduced to a model of teaching for analyzing the nature of disagreement and 

practice using tools for making ethical decisions about what to do. Focused on introducing pre-service 

teachers to decision making, this workshop is ideal for deeper understanding of issues in social studies, 

social science, and science and society curriculum and for deepening understanding of critical 

thinking. 

 

9. Reframing (Dis)Ability as Activism: Challenging Ableism in Our Classrooms – Thomas 

Widstrand (Instructional Leader, Toronto DSB) (PJIS) 

[Room 2-279] 

This hands-on workshop will help participants develop an awareness of (dis)ability through a social 

justice framework.  The construct of invisible and visible disabilities will be discussed along with 

historical contexts and current realities for people living with disabilities.  A variety of lesson plans, 

strategies and resources for creating curricula that includes the experiences of people with disabilities 

will be offered.   

 

10. Cops in Schools: A Social Justice and Equity Issue – Anna Willats (George Brown College) 

and Susan Kasurak (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (IS) 

[Room 8-200] 

In this workshop, we will present an overview of School Resource Officer programs in Toronto 

schools and other jurisdictions, and a history of Safe Schools policies and programs. We will present 

the concerns that have been raised about the placement of armed officers in high schools by students, 

parents, teachers and community activists, and the myths and facts surrounding policing and youth.  

Workshop participants will be equipped with tools for response to this program and connections with 

other activists and resources. 

 

11. Peanut Butter, Kirpans, and Hate Speech: Teaching Civil Liberties – Danielle McLaughlin 

(Director of Education, Canadian Civil Liberties Education Trust) (PJIS) 

[Room 8-214] 

In a democracy, we are constantly required to make choices. But how do we know what to choose 

when good conflicts with good, or when we have to decide between two bad choices? How do we help 

our students to make these choices and how can we then deal with the controversies that come into our 

classrooms, whether we want them or not? Asking hard and critical questions should be a habit of 

citizens in democracy. This workshop will give participants a structured way of guiding questions in 

the teaching of controversial issues. Materials will be supplied. 

 

12. It's not an Add-on - Embedding and Sustaining Equity and Diversity in the Everyday 

Practices of Teachers - Ann Lopez (Lecturer, Concurrent Teacher Education, OISE) (JIS) 

[Room 4-410] 

Supporting teachers in their efforts to be inclusive in their practice is important in creating safe and 

equitable classrooms, schools and communities. This interactive workshop will engage participants on 

ways that equitable practices can be embedded and sustained in their everyday teaching by examining 

the inherent tensions and possibilities within a framework of culturally responsive teaching.  

 

13. Understanding the Roots of Anger – Lisa Romano-Dwyer (Teacher, Dufferin Peel Catholic 

DSB) and Cathy Gasenzer (Educational Assistant, Toronto CDSB) (JIS) 



 - 8 - 

[Room 2-296] 

This workshop will help future educators discern the reasons and the function that anger plays in the 

lives of children with mild to severe behavioural problems. This interactive workshop will help adults 

understand why, when, and how anger happens, so that students can learn to gain control over their 

behaviours in and outside the classroom. 

 

14. The World in Your Classroom: Global Education in Ontario – Sholeh Popatia (Education 

Manager, Global Classroom, UNICEF Canada) (JIS)  

[Room 5-260] 

How can you engage students in meaningful activities, lessons and initiatives that will connect them to 

other students and global issues around the world? Experience an interactive global education 

workshop in which you explore curriculum-connected and creative classroom activities that you can 

implement right away! Sign up for a free package of materials and join our email list to receive 

quarterly newsletters and invitations to UNICEF education events and initiatives.  

 

15. Gender Matters in Conflict and Peacebuilding – Kathy Bickmore (Associate Professor, OISE) 

(PJIS) 

[Room 8-280] 

How are supposedly-'masculine‘ aggression and 'feminine' cooperativeness each reinforced (for which 

students?) in schools?  How can teachers address the roots of gender-based aggression and harassment, 

constructively and educationally?  The workshop presents classroom-relevant activities for various age 

levels, and facilitates open discussion on various ways of addressing gender and conflict management -

- explicitly in various academic lessons, and implicitly in human relations and discipline, in schools/ 

classrooms. 

 

16. That's So Gay: Practical Strategies – Helen Victoros (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (PJI)  

[Room 8-220] 

This interactive workshop will provide an overview on supports and practical strategies for doing anti-

homophobia/queer positive work in the classroom. Examples of supportive materials from the Ministry 

of Education, School Board policies, and curriculum resources/lesson plans will be provided. Please 

come with your questions, concerns, and ideas. This workshop is mainly geared toward the elementary 

level, but information is adaptable for the high school level as well. 

 

17. Engaging Social Justice Education in the Classroom – Antonino Giambrone (Equitable 

Schools Instructional Leader, Toronto DSB) (JI) 

[Room 5-250] 

This interactive workshop explores various approaches to social justice education, and provides 

participants with opportunities to discuss current practice. Following a navigation of notions of social 

identities and power relationships, participants will engage classroom-based strategies for addressing 

justice-based issues. Focus will be placed on fostering student engagement and action.     
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18. Playground Conflict Management (Peer Mediation) for Elementary Schools: Introduction 

and Implementation – Niki Bledin (Conflict Management Consultant) (PJI) 

[Room 2-213] 

This workshop will describe the stages involved in initiating, implementing and sustaining a k-6/8 

peacemakers playground program. Further insights will be given on: administrative responsibilities, 

selection and training of students, implementing and monitoring the program, follow up training with 

conflict managers, and appreciation and recognition of those involved. 

 

 

~ 12:45 pm – 1:45 pm Peace and Justice Education Resource Fair & FREE Lunch ~ 

  

 

1:45 pm – 3:15 pm  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS -- Session #3  

 

1. Strategies for Safer Schools Through Indigenous Ways of Teaching and Learning: How 

Anyone Can Learn to Use These Methods Respectfully – Rose Ann Torres (Assistant Professor, 

OISE) (JIS) 

[Room 5-250] 

Indigenous ways of teaching and learning embody principles that contribute to a safer school. In this 

workshop you will learn some of these methods and ideas and receive tips on how to confidently and 

respectfully incorporate these ways into your teaching practice no matter what your previous level of 

familiarity with indigenous cultures and knowledge. 

 

2. Faith and Inclusivity: Reacting and Responding to Islamophobia in Schools – Nadeem Memon 

(ITE Instructor, OISE) (JIS) 

[Room 4-414] 

In order to extend the conception of equity to include faith, inclusive classroom practice must 

recognize how faith-based worldviews, motivations, practice, and stereotypes shape the educational 

experiences of students. This workshop will explore ways of using popular culture to critically 

examine religious difference and discrimination.   

 

3. Bullying Awareness: Reclaiming Our Schools – Vanessa Hamilton (Ontario Certified Teacher) 

and Jeff Reati (Ontario Certified Teacher) (PJIS) 

[Room 5-150] 

Bullying Awareness: Reclaiming Our Schools is a comprehensive resource, an in-school awareness 

campaign, and a series of workshops created to educate people of the often long-term effects of 

bullying on our students and families, schools, and the greater community.  Through the education and 

integration into classrooms and curriculum, we aim to establish an awareness of bullying behaviour in 

all of its forms, while providing sound strategies for the implementation of education and intervention 

in schools.  This interactive workshop will explore the issue and provide tools necessary to help 

eradicate bullying in our schools.   
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4. Equity and Inclusion:  An Educator's Toolkit – Helen Anderson, Sidrah Ahmad and Sheena 

Resplandor (Harmony Movement) (JIS) 

[Room 5-170] 

In this workshop, educators will build upon cultural competence, gain the ability and confidence to 

have courageous conversations, acquire instructional leadership techniques, and most importantly, 

develop the internal capacity to lead educational equity. This workshop will also allow educators to 

build a knowledge base around equity and acquire the necessary leadership skills to not only lead the 

students in their classrooms, but also to mentor, teach, and act as models for change within their 

schools and school board.   

 

5. Breaking it Down: Teaching Social Justice in ESL Classrooms from ESLA to ESL E - jamie 

t.s. berrigan (Teacher, Toronto DSB) (PJIS)  

[Room 2-212] 

This concrete skills-centred workshop will focus on introducing participants to the levels of ESL 

education and students learning English as a multiple language. It will draw on several social justice 

resources as well as techniques to address all four areas of ESL education in Ontario schools: reading; 

writing; listening and speaking; it will also speak to socio-cultural competence and media literacy [the 

2007 ESL curriculum]. 

 

6. Educating for Eco-Justice in the Secondary Classroom- Angela MacDonald (ITE Instructor, 

OISE) (IS) 

[Room 2-211] 

This hands-on workshop will emphasize the democratic import of teaching students to understand in 

what ways global environmental issues provoke difficult and unresolved questions around equity,  

power-sharing, human rights, and civic responsibilities. Participants will work together to 

conceptualize the meaning and scope of eco-justice and how this concept can be applied to fulfill a 

range of expectations and subject areas of the secondary curriculum. 

 

7. Being E-Raced:  Shifting Black Student Realities Through Teacher Activism – Tracy 

Williams-Shreve (Teacher, Toronto DSB) and Jill Goodreau (ITE Instructor, OISE) (IS) 

[Room 4-410] 

Through interactive activities, participants will be made aware of some of the realities of black 

students in urban schools, examine the role schools play in maintaining these realities, and generate 

possible responses  to create positive change for racialized youth in our classrooms, schools and 

communities. This workshop will explore the history of the idea of race, identify ways in which it is 

made real in action, and explore how to challenge the status quo. 

 

8. Beyond the Breakfast Program – Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario (PJI) 

[Room 4-426] 

This ETFO workshop explores the stigma of being poor, issues connected to family poverty, self-

esteem, literacy problems, and what steps teachers can take to make a difference in their schools and 

classrooms. 
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9. Violence Prevention Through Movement: Peace building in the Primary Classroom – Traci 

Scheepstra (PhD candidate, OISE) (P) 

[Room 5-230] 

Violence permeates educational institutions, eroding positive school climate and robbing students of 

valuable learning opportunities. This  interactive workshop will introduce participants to movement 

activities that have the potential to prevent violence and build peace in the primary classroom (K-3) 

and on the playground by demonstrating ways of developing students‘ spatial awareness, self-control, 

empathy and more (hand-outs and a list of resources will be provided).  

 

10. Re/Figuring EmBodiment, Culture and Identity through an Arts & Social Justice Lens: 

Practicing Theory in Classrooms - Vanessa Russell (PhD, Curriculum Teaching and Learning, 

OISE) and Louise Azzarello (Media Educator) (IS) 

[Room 5-240] 

Grounding issues of culture and identity through the body organically intersects equity concepts such 

as race, gender, class, sexuality and ability. Teaching about these themes through the arts allows 

students an entry point to explore difficult issues of power, privilege, and oppression. Through a 

critical exploration of the representation of culture, identity and bodies in popular culture and by 

asking students to insert themselves into their artwork provides a gateway to the Other and the 

possibility for them to move beyond their own autobiographies. In this workshop, participants will be 

offered practical interdisciplinary arts curricular and pedagogical approaches to applying such work.  

 

11. Who's the Man? Supporting Positive Masculinities and Gender Equity in the Classroom– 

Tuval Dinner (Youth Programs Manager, White Ribbon Campaign) (JIS) 

[Room 2-286] 

The White Ribbon Campaign has been working to engage men and boys in the struggle to end violence 

against women and girls since 1991. This workshop will explore classroom and school-wide strategies 

for engaging boys and young men in creating gender equity and a violence free environment. 

 

12. Peace Education Under the Mango Tree - Theo Koffler (Founder, Mindfulness Without 

Borders) and Alison Burket (Advisor, Connecting For Change, and InnerKids Foundation) (IS) 

[Room 5-160] 

How can we help young people overcome violence, poverty, depression and stress to make positive 

choices and goals? Since 2008, Mindfulness Without Borders (MWB) has led a unique peace-building 

initiative with over 1,300 educators and 800 students in conflict and post-conflict regions in the world 

from Rwanda, Uganda, Nigeria, Israel and most recently, to Canada and the United States. Discover 

how seeding conversations on social and emotional competencies that are vital for coping with the 

stresses of our increasingly complex world enhances character, self-discovery, and discernment and 

helps youth expand their possibilities. 

13. Teaching for Diversity and Social Justice– David Armani (Teacher, Peel DSB) (PJ) 

[Room 2-213] 

Do we need to work harder to adopt an inclusive approach in the way of delivering our lessons? What 

does it mean to teach for social justice and diversity? In this interactive workshop we will examine the 

answers to these questions by discussing the different ‗isms‘ and their impacts on the learning 

environment. 
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14. From the Classroom to the Courtroom: Social Justice Issues can Equip Students to Deal with 

Conflict in their Own Lives - Sarah McCoubrey and Andrea Sobko (Ontario Justice Education 

Network) (JIS)  

[Room 4-422] 

This interactive workshop will provide practical classroom strategies and OJEN‘s resource packages, 

including lesson plans and case studies. The Ontario Justice Education Network promotes teaching 

these skills as a way to prepare youth to deal with controversies in their own lives from classroom 

disputes to legal matters.  Engaging students in social justice issues builds the knowledge, skills and 

attitudes necessary for students to deal effectively with legal issues in the rest of their lives. It goes 

beyond a basic understanding of the law to encompass the skills to identify a problem, formulate a plan 

for resolution and communicate effectively.  

 

15. Poetic Resistance: Engaging in Social Justice Education Through Spoken Word Poetry—

Sameena Eidoo (ITE Instructor) (JIS) 

[Room 5-260] 

Poetry, a traditionally oral art form, reveals the power of words as one means for youth to make sense 

of their lives and, for some, to begin to envision and to enact their agentive roles in families, 

communities, schools, and societies. This workshop will demonstrate the transformative possibilities of 

writing and performing poetry as a vehicle for expressing and exposing young people‘s lived realities 

and responses to oppressive structures.  Participants will experience and reflect on the politically and 

socially conscious works of Canadian and international spoken word poets, and become familiar with 

Toronto-based youth-led spoken word movements.  

 

 

 

3:15 pm – 4:00 pm  Conference certificate pick up & evaluation drop off 

Draw for resources 

Auditorium, main floor 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Thank You to… 

Jill Goodreau (ITE Instructor & Conference Chair), Jenny Chen, Megan Horsley, Shannon Larsen, 

Kathy Bickmore (Associate Professor, CTL), Eleanor Gower (Director of SUPO/Student Services, 

OISE), Amy Lobo (Student Services, OISE) and her outstanding work-study team for their invaluable 

organizational assistance. This conference would not have been possible without your hard work! 

 

 


