
Teacher Activism: Social Justice in Classrooms, 

Schools, and Communities  

 
 

8:30-9:45 a.m. Introduction to Teacher Social Justice Activism  
Keynote Panelists: 

Anila Akram, David Ast, Dong Ling Chen, George Dei, Tam Goossen, Marian Shehata, 

Helen Victoros 

 

 

10:00-11:45 Concurrent Workshops 

 
 Equitable Education at the Elementary Level: Key Questions and New Resources -- 

Mark Duwyn (Elementary Teachers of Toronto; Instructional Leader, FSL, TDSB) 

{ELEMENTARY} 

What is equitable education?  How can teachers respect and reflect their students’ diverse 

backgrounds in the classroom?  What support is there for teachers who tackle ‘isms’ in the 

classroom and in their schools?  Participants in this session will have the opportunity to share 

and critique resources that reflect our multicultural student populations.  New curriculum 

resources from the Elementary Teacher's Federation of Ontario including Imagine a World that 

is Free from Fear and We're Erasing Prejudice for Good, French Supplement will be explored.  

 

 Tools For Equity – Strategies For The Beginning Secondary School Teacher Activist -- 

Jill Goodreau (Teacher, West Toronto Collegiate, TDSB) and David Montemurro 

(Initial Teacher Education Instructor, OISE/ UT) {SECONDARY} 

This interactive workshop will highlight some of the most commonly used equity/social 

justice/activist strategies that can be modified for classroom use across subjects and grades. 

Modelled activities will include: The Power Triangle, If The World Were 100 People, The Power 

Flower, Where Do You Draw The Action Line? Musical Chairs, and more…. 

 

 Creating A Community Of Care For Students With Dis/Abilities - Toni Urbanski, 

Tracy Westerby, Meghan Henk, Darryl Dickson and Debbie Dew. (L’Arche 

Daybreak—Richmond Hill) 

Participants will learn about the mission and vision of L’Arche as it relates to social justice and 

creating compassionate communities in our classrooms, schools, and society. L'Arche is an 

international network of faith-based communities creating homes and day programs with people 

who have developmental disabilities. 

 

 Teaching On The Edge: Resisting, Surviving And Thriving While Educating 

For Change -- Susan Kasurak (Teacher, Western Tech, TDSB) and Vera Szőke 

(Teacher, Cedarbrae Collegiate, TDSB)  

This workshop will focus on the challenges of being a teacher activist in the classroom and the 

promotion of social/political consciousness and action among students. Highlights will include: 

linking progressive educational theory and practice; drawing on the political inherent in all 

curriculum; creating alternative spaces in the mainstream, resisting the authoritarian tendencies 

of the institution; and choosing your battles. 



 Into the Hearts of Racialized Youth – Tracy Williams-Shreve (Teacher, West 

Toronto Collegiate, TDSB) 

Through this workshop, participants will begin to explore the social context that racialized youth 

experience in schools and society and investigate meaningful strategies to build capacities and 

successes in their lives. 

 

 Connecting to Parents and Communities in Inner City Schools: Experiences at Nelson 

Mandela Park PS -- Jeff Kugler (Executive Director of the Centre for Urban 

Schooling, OISE/UT), Sherri Gilbert, Wilma Verhagen, Joe Leibovitch, Jean 

Rehder, Elizabeth Schaeffer (Teachers at Nelson Mandela). 

This session will bring together a group of Nelson Mandela Park PS teachers to share their 

experiences and challenges in creating a school allied with its community. There will also be 

discussion about the clear links between empowered parents and student engagement at school. 

The socio-political context will be highlighted, linking the building of parent/community/school 

connections to the fight against classism and racism.  

 

 Getting Started in the Classroom: Building Equity into Everyday Practice -- Leslie 

Woolcott (Equity & Diversity Advisor, Kawartha Pine Ridge DSB) 

This session will provide new teachers the opportunity to identify supports for integrating equity 

into their classroom practice, provide them with the simple tools to help students connect to 

global issues through local action, as well as suggest pathways for continued professional and 

personal learning. 

 

 Beginning To Claim Your Authentic Teaching Voice: Finding A Place For Teacher 

Activism And Education Beyond The Boundaries Of The Classroom --Meredith 

Lordon (Initial Teacher Education Instructor, OISE/UT) 

What does it mean to be true to your own authentic teaching voice? While the traditional 

classroom is one space for this exploration, this workshop will explore some of the non-

traditional – or atypical ways – teachers can be involved in activism and education beyond the 

boundaries of the classroom. Global education, volunteerism, and claiming a personal teaching 

narrative form part of this interactive session. 

 

 Mobilizing Youth Leadership For Social Justice In Your Classroom – Eileen Nemzer 

and Janice Galway (Community Builders) 
Community Builders is an NGO that has been training students, teachers and parents to be 

community leaders and social activists in different school communities in Ontario for the last 10 

years.  They will share some key elements of their program for activists, including how to 

recognize distress patterns that activists encounter, including chronic hopelessness, how to hold 

the powerful perspective on challenging situations, how to build alliances across group identity 

lines, and how to use the skills of listening and appreciation to move people forward.   

 

 Challenging Islamaphobia through an Inclusive, Experiential, Curriculum --Nadeem 

Memon, (M.A. Candidate, Theory and Policy Studies, OISE/UT) 

This workshop will use experiential education as a framework for challenging anti-Muslim 

discrimination and addressing the needs of all students in your classroom.  

 



 The Future We Want: Moving Towards Social Action Through Classroom Practices -- 

Bryonie Baxter (I.B. Coordinator, Head of Languages Glenforest Secondary School, 

PDSB) 

Participants will be introduced to a social justice framework and learn strategies for using 

classroom practices to engage in social action. 

 

 Empowering Your Students: Practical Strategies To Enable Students To Find Their 

Voice And Exercise Their Talents To Enhance The Experiences Of Members Of Their 

Communities. -- Camille Williams-Taylor (The Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat) 

{ELEMENTARY} 

Participants will explore the notion of social responsibility and social activism as a critical 

principle in anti-racist programming. The focus will be on strategies that can be developed and 

implemented in elementary schools to encourage children to think critically, identify issues, and 

strategize actions for positive change in their communities. 

 

 Overcoming Apathy: Critical Thinking, Self-Expression, and Student Empowerment 

through Media Literacy and Independent Media Production--Carly Stasko (Media 

Tigress; Culture Jammer; 'zine [independent magazine] creator)  
Topics explored will include: how to make a ‘zine, consumer culture and youth marketing, 

culture jamming, and media activism. 

 

 Navigating The Choppy Waters As An Equity Club Staff Advisor: Three School 

Experiences – Margot Huycke (Teacher, Danforth CTI, TDSB), Jenny Chen 

(Teacher, Riverdale, TDSB), and Amy Gottleib (Teacher, Victoria Park Secondary, 

TDSB) 
Participants in this workshop will learn about three experiences of engaging students and staff in 

equity and social justice initiatives through the development of student clubs and equity 

committees. 

 

 

11:45-12:45 Equity Fair & Lunch 
 

 

12:45-2:30 Concurrent Workshops 

 
 Getting Started in the Classroom: Building Equity into Everyday Practice -- Leslie 

Woolcott (Equity & Diversity Advisor, Kawartha Pine Ridge DSB) 

This session will provide new teachers the opportunity to identify supports for integrating equity 

into their classroom practice, provide them with the simple tools to help students connect to 

global issues through local action, as well as suggest pathways for continued professional and 

personal learning. 

 
 Working within the University to Promote Socially Just Educational Activism -- Nina 

Bascia, Megan Boler, George Dei, Daniel Schugarensky (OISE/UT) 

In this session you will hear a diverse group of activist academics share their insights and 

strategies for promoting educational equity. They will also answer questions from the 



participants about combining scholarship and social justice work within the university and 

beyond. 
 

 Inspiring Global Responsibility and Promoting Global Justice in the Classroom -- 

Maria Vamvalis (Youth Programs Director, War Child Canada) 

This workshop will introduce you to War Child Canada’s innovative youth programming that 

can be used effectively both in the classroom and through extra-curricular activities to foster 

global accountability and concern among students. War Child Canada is a humanitarian 

organization that works with war-affected children in conflict zones around the world, and is also 

committed to promoting global awareness and responsibility in Canadian youth. 
 

 Parents As Allies: Working With Immigrant Parents And Community Organizations  -- 

Alnaaz Kassam (Teacher, TDSB) and Yasmin Khan (Teacher, TDSB) 
Drawing on their extensive experience working with students, parents, and communities with 

immigrant and multi-lingual backgrounds, the facilitators of this workshop will begin with an 

introduction to some guiding principles for working with families and communities.  Workshop 

leaders and participants will have opportunities to share their experiences of working with 

immigrant families and to work hands-on with supportive resources used in various educational 

settings. 

 

 "To Do Is The Best Way To Say: Popular Theatre In The School Community" –- 

Nadya Weber (Ph.D candidate, OISE/UT) 

This workshop will outline the pedagogy of popular theatre and offer participants a variety of 

methods for bringing popular art and theatre to the classroom. 

 

 Integrating Asian Heritage and Social Issues into the Elementary Curriculum --- Alice 

Te (Lead Author, Asian Heritage Month; Instructor, York University Faculty of 

Education) {ELEMENTARY}  

Participants will have interactive opportunities to examine the ministry curriculum for entry 

points to incorporate Asian heritage and other interconnecting social identities into the 

elementary classroom program.  A user-friendly resource package will be distributed.  

 

 Equity in Schools: Negotiating Conflicts and Tensions - Strategies for teachers and 

administrators – Ann Lopez (Principal, Peel DSB) and Rajurant Gill (Teacher, Peel 

DSB) 

This workshop will engage teachers and administrators in dialogue and strategies on challenging 

the "isms".  Creating a safe and respectful environment in schools requires challenging the 

stereotypes and practices that exclude some students and affect their achievement.  This 

workshop will engage with the tensions that educators experience on this important journey. 

Participants will share their experiences and engage in hands-on activities and strategies. 

 

 From Apathy to Activism: The Making of a Student Social Justice Club 

-- Marian Shehata and David Ast (Teachers, David & Mary Thomson CI, TDSB) 

Participants will learn strategies for successfully developing a student social justice club that has 

meaningful impacts for students, the school, and the broader community.  

 



 Into the Hearts of Racialized Youth – Tracy Williams-Shreve (Teacher, West 

Toronto Collegiate, TDSB) 

Through this workshop, participants will begin to explore the social context that racialized youth 

experience in schools and society and investigate meaningful strategies to build capacities and 

successes in their lives. 

 

 Challenging Homophobia In School Settings: Working With Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, And Queer (Lgbtq) Communities - Vanessa Russell (OISE/UT Ph.D 

Candidate) and Tim McCaskell (Community Equity Educator) 
In this interactive workshop, we will explore the nature of homophobia in K-12 schools.  Support 

for teachers in classroom work and administrators in the implementation of equity and safe 

schools policies will be discussed in relation to lgbtq parents, community groups, and 

organizations. 

 

 Equitable Education at the Elementary Level: Key Questions and New Resources -- 

Mark Duwyn (Elementary Teachers of Toronto; Instructional Leader, FSL, TDSB) 

{ELEMENTARY} 

What is equitable education?  How can teachers respect and reflect their students’ diverse 

backgrounds in the classroom?  What support is there for teachers who tackle ‘isms’ in the 

classroom and in their schools?  Participants in this session will have the opportunity to share 

and critique resources that reflect our multicultural student populations.  New curriculum 

resources from the Elementary Teacher's Federation of Ontario including Imagine a World that 

is Free from Fear and We're Erasing Prejudice for Good, French Supplement will be explored.  

 

 The Future We Want: Building Inclusive Curriculum- Mary A. Samuel (Peel District 

School Board) 

This workshop examines the approach used in the Peel DSB and uses the ‘Framework for 

Positioning Self’ and the works of James Banks to develop a social justice approach to your 

teaching practice. 

 

 Teaching On The Edge: Resisting, Surviving And Thriving While Educating 

For Change -- Susan Kasurak (Teacher, Western Tech, TDSB) and Vera Szőke 

(Teacher, Cedarbrae Collegiate, TDSB)  

This workshop will focus on the challenges of being a teacher activist in the classroom and the 

promotion of social/political consciousness and action among students. Highlights will include: 

linking progressive educational theory and practice; drawing on the political inherent in all 

curriculum; creating alternative spaces in the mainstream, resisting the authoritarian tendencies 

of the institution; and choosing your battles. 

 

 Nurturing Social Activism in an Elementary School Setting – Coleen Stewart 

(Principal, Simcoe County DSB and OISE/UT Ph.D Candidate) {ELEMENTARY} 
This workshop will explore supports and obstacles in addressing equity issues in an elementary 

context.  Strategies for nurturing activism among students, staff, and parents will be discussed. 

 Case studies will be used as a catalyst for generating ideas. 

 

 



 Power, Privilege, and Action: Best Equitable Teacher Practices – Soni Gill (Vice- 

Principal, Peel DSB) and Sheila Macleod (Teacher, Peel DSB)  
Two educators, drawing on their experience, will present daily strategies and resources for 

making your schools and classrooms more equitable and improving your inclusive teaching 

practices.  The focus will be on looking at power and privilege, promoting action and social 

change, while creating a safe and caring environment in your classrooms and schools. 

 

 City View Alternative: Creating an Equity-Infused School - Nancy Steele (Teacher, 

City View Alternative, TDSB) 
This session combines City View's graduates and teachers sharing their experiences about what it 

means to learn and teach with a social justice focus with an emphasis on lifelong learning.  A 

particular focus is placed on creating and supporting equity infused school programming such as 

equity/film studies, diverse community representation and community outreach and service. 

 

 

2:15-4:30 Concurrent Workshops 

 
 Colonialism and Cultural Resistance: Linking the ‘ISMs’ with a Focus on 

Aboriginal Issues -- Kerry Potts (Ph.D Candidate, OISE/UT; Teacher, 

Seneca/Humber Aboriginal Studies) 

This interactive workshop will focus on how teachers can discuss issues of ‘colour’, ‘difference’, 

colonialism, and cultural resistance with students while respecting cultural differences. 

Participants will also investigate how human/emotional/spiritual connections can be made to 

these issues. 

 

 Teacher Union Activism – Working for Equity and Social Justice -- Helen Victoros 

(Teacher, TDSB; Elementary Teachers of Toronto) & Anna Willats (Community 

Activist) 

In this interactive session, we will explore why is important for teachers who are interested in 

issues of social justice to be involved in their unions and activist communities.  We’ll share info 

about the Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario’s “Leaders For Tomorrow” program and 

the ways teachers unions have worked with social justice and activist groups. 

 

 Overcoming Apathy: Critical Thinking, Self-Expression, and Student Empowerment 

through Media Literacy and Independent Media Production--Carly Stasko (Media 

Tigress; Culture Jammer; 'zine [independent magazine] creator)  
Topics explored will include: how to make a ‘zine, consumer culture and youth marketing, 

culture jamming, and media activism. 

 

 Inspiring Global Responsibility and Promoting Global Justice in the Classroom -- 

Maria Vamvalis (Youth Programs Director, War Child Canada) 

This workshop will introduce you to War Child Canada’s innovative youth programming that 

can be used effectively both in the classroom and through extra-curricular activities to foster 

global accountability and concern among students. War Child Canada is a humanitarian 

organization that works with war-affected children in conflict zones around the world, and is also 

committed to promoting global awareness and responsibility in Canadian youth. 



 "To Do Is The Best Way To Say: Popular Theatre In The School Community" –- 

Nadya Weber (Ph.D Candidate, OISE/UT) 

This workshop will outline the pedagogy of popular theatre and offer participants a variety of 

methods for bringing popular art and theatre to the classroom. 

 

 Building Bridges, Breaking Barriers: Sharing Practical Day-To-Day Strategies – 

Anita Dhawan, (ESL Teacher, Librarian, Girls’ Group Staff Advisor, TDSB; 

Organizer, Activist) 

Participants will learn how to incorporate equitable actions, and to promote human rights and 

social justice in their personal and professional lives in spite of barriers. Aboriginal issues, 

gender issues, anti-homophobia, as well as class issues will be addressed. 

 

 Checking and Scoring for Equity in the Curriculum and Classroom --Lynette Spence 

(Equity and Human Rights Mentor, OISE/UT) 

"I am committed to equity for all students, but how do I go about assessing for inclusion in my 

instructional strategies, curriculum content, classroom management and parental/family 

involvement?" Learn how to ‘score’ by understanding and using a variety of practical checklists 

and tools for equity. 

 

 "What can teachers teach in the classroom?" "Where does antiracist, antisexist, 

anticlassist, antihomophobia curriculum fit?" – Moira Wong (Instructional Leader – 

Equity, TDSB) 

Find out what you can do with your classes and feel supported by policy using the document 

"Teaching Controversial and Sensitive Issues in TDSB Classrooms", the TDSB Equity and 

Human Rights Policies, as well as Guidelines and Procedures for Religious Accommodation. 

Strategies will be Applied and reinforced through case study analysis. 

 

 Equitable Collaborations with Not-For-Profit Organizations – jamie berrigan 

(Community equity educator and teacher; M.A. Candidate, OISE/UT)  

This workshop introduces participants to the many possibilities and limitations of working with 

not-for-profit organizations in education. It offers practical activities as well as key questions and 

strategies to help participants ensure that it is a fair and collaborative relationship. 

 

 Social Justice in Catholic Education: Building Alliances among Catholic Boards of 

Education, University Partners, and Social Justice Groups -- Brian O'Sullivan, Ed.D, 

(ITE Instructor, OISE/UT) 

Workshop participants will learn about the social justice work of the Catholic community, 

charitable and immigration organizations, as well as the work of Catholic organizations involved 

in global overseas projects. Learn—in an interactive way—about exemplary educational 

practices and social justice projects run by student leaders and staff in GTA Catholic high 

schools 

 

 Challenging Homophobia In School Settings: Working With Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, And Queer (Lgbtq) Communities - Vanessa Russell (OISE/UT Ph.D 

Candidate) and Tim McCaskell (Community Equity Educator) 
In this interactive workshop, we will explore the nature of homophobia in K-12 schools.  Support 

for teachers in classroom work and administrators in the implementation of equity and safe 



schools policies will be discussed in relation to lgbtq parents, community groups, and 

organizations. 

 

 Creating an Inclusive Classroom/School: Perspectives from Peel Public & Catholic -- 

Christopher Mark D'Souza (Equity Officer, Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School 

Board) & Michael De Angelis (Principal PDSB; ITE Instructor, OISE/UT)  
This workshop will examine Diversity and Human Rights Education with a focus on recent 

school board settlements with the Ontario Human Rights Commission and how they affect new 

teachers. Tools and ideas around creating an inclusive classroom and school through curriculum 

and grassroots activism will be provided. 

 

 The Toronto Parent Network & Activist Educators: Building Alliances With Parents 

That Open Schools To Progressive Change -- Cathy Dandy (Lead Spokesperson, 

Toronto Parent Network) 

This workshop demonstrates that informed parents are not to be feared and can be a great source 

of ideas and action in breaking down systemic barriers to real student learning. The Toronto 

Parent Network has been informing and mobilizing parents for the past decade. Come and learn 

about building a dynamic alliance with parents in your school and beyond.   

 

 Children’s Health and the Environment: Educating for a Just and Healthy Future --

Dorothy Goldin-Rosenberg (Ph.D, MES, Women's Health and the Environment 

Network [WHEN] Education Coordinator)  
Children’s environmental health will be framed as a field of education, advocacy and policy 

change that link health and the physical environment with the worlds of school, home, 

community, workplace and the media. The session will help participants better understand and 

take action toward lifestyle and public policy changes. The framework stresses social issues in 

environmental health contexts of gender, race, class, culture, ethnicity, age, poverty and other 

systems of oppression. Practical resources will be provided.  


