
While we wait to begin...
What is your the relationship to  
Indigenous perspectives and outdoor 
education? 
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Brenda Simon - Interim Program Director, Natural Curiosity
Latifa Soliman,  Work-Study Student, Masters in Education Policy, OISE

Dr. Eric Jackman Institute of Child Study Lab School
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Workshop Overview

“My theory is…”

1. Where we began
2. Knowledge Building Circle
3. Intersection Points
4. Where we are going



Where we began...
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Natural Curiosity

“My theory is…”

Launched in May 2011, we are a project of the Laboratory School 
at the Dr. Eric Jackman Institute of Child Study, OISE, which is a 

site of research and application of learning through inquiry.

We seek to develop not only skilled and knowledgeable students, 
but also, environmentally and socially-conscious world citizens 

with a love of learning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFgLQOwLClk
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First Edition

“My theory is…”

First Edition
May 2011

A Pedagogical 
Framework

Inquiry-based Learning
Experiential Learning
Integrated Learning

Stewardship

11 Educator Stories

Environmental Inquiry is a framework for learning that is shaped by 
students’ questions and theories as they explore their environment. It 

builds upon children’s sense of wonder and creates a culture of community 
learning that is purposeful, responsive, and deeply engaging. 

This resource found common ground with values 
inherent to Indigenous cultures in some important 
respects. 

As one Anishinaabe Elder - a retired elementary 
teacher - said on reading the first edition,

“I cried when I read it.  I said to myself, they’re finally 
starting to get it!” 
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An Indigenous Lens
In 2014, through conversations with educators from Johnny 

Therriault School on Aroland First Nation, we realized how much 
there still was to learn about situating Indigenous perspectives 

into Canadian curricula.

Chi-Miigwetch to the Elders and educators for starting us on this 
journey, and for motivating us to find support for the second 

edition.
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Truth & Reconciliation

“Reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
Canadians, from an Aboriginal perspective, also requires 
reconciliation with the natural world. If human beings resolve 
problems between themselves but continue to destroy the 
natural world, then reconciliation remains incomplete. This is a 
perspective that we as Commissioners have repeatedly heard: 
that reconciliation will never occur unless we are also 
reconciled with the Earth.”

― TRC Final Report Executive Summary, p. 18  
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TRC Calls to Action
63. We  call upon the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada to 
maintain an annual commitment to Aboriginal education issues, 
including:

i. Developing and implementing Kindergarten to Grade Twelve curriculum and 
learning resources on Aboriginal peoples in Canadian history, and the history and 
legacy of residential schools.

ii. Sharing information and best practices on teaching curriculum related to 
residential schools and Aboriginal history.

iii. Building student capacity for intercultural understanding, empathy, 
and mutual respect.

iv. Identifying teacher-training needs relating to the above. 
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Second Edition
Authors

Doug Anderson
Métis (Bungee)

Creative & Strategic 
Director at Invert Media

Julie Comay
Former Lab School 

Teacher 

Lorraine Chiarotto
Author of First Ed.

Classroom Teacher

Advisory Board
Katherine Hensel

Jennifer Wemigwans
Angela Nardozi

Bev Caswell
Carol Stephenson

Deborah McGregor
Jean Paul Restoule

Sandra Styles
Debra Cormier
Jason Jones

Jennifer Leishman
Sharla MacKinnon
Angela Mainville

Shelly Jones
Glen Aikenhead

Donna Chief
Christine Luza
Vern Douglas



Beginning to consider how an 
Indigenous lens informs 
learning, in ways that address 
our present and future, by 
improving our relationship with 
the world around us. 
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Our Objective

To provide transformative 
professional learning at the 
intersection of Indigenous 

perspectives and 
environmental inquiry... 
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Our Objective

...bringing children, teachers 
and education into the Land, 

in a good way,
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Our Objective

...so that they feel connected to 
themselves and Mother Earth as 

one, and the concept of 
stewardship is replaced by a life of 

active participation, love and 
respect for All our relations.



Inquiry & 
Ecojustice

Knowledge
Building

Principles
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Knowledge Building Circle

All Ideas are 
IMPROVABLE

“I have a matching idea!”

“Something that I have tried is…”

“My theory is…”

“I agree with…because…”

“I need to understand…”“My theory is....”

Fosters a respect for 
each individual's 

contribution

Promotes attentive 
listening and 

communication

Eliminates hierarchy
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Knowledge Building Circle

COLLECTIVE 
RESPONSIBILITY

“Your idea reminds me of...”

“How could we explore that idea further…”

“My theory is…”

“I want to build on your idea...”

“Another perspective…”“I want to challenge...”

Invites different 
perspectives, voices, 
and skills to building 

group knowledge

Promotes a sense of 
responsibility 

towards the success 
of all members

Encourages empathy
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Indigenous Talking Circle

“My theory is…”

Speak from 
the heart

Common 
purpose

Deep 
consideration 
and respect

All are heard 
who wish to 

be heard

Non-
interference



“ The most vital reason for educators to 
understand Indigenous perspectives is 
this: it already is - and increasingly will be 
- Indigenous peoples around the world 
who are the first and most effective in 
standing up to prevent our current 
wholesale destruction of life in Mother 
Earth. ”

- Natural Curiosity 2nd ed, p.10
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“How can we help children develop a culture where 
they have an ongoing, intimate, and deeply informed 
relationship with their environment, rather than a 
sense that their environment must somehow be 
protected from them, and managed by experts? 

― Natural Curiosity 2nd Edition, p. 136

Initial Provocation
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Moving Towards Sustainability
Breathing with the World

Inquiry & Engagement
Lighting the Fire

Experiential Learning
Sending Out Roots

Integrated Learning
The Flow of Knowledge

Part 1: A Pedagogical Framework
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Inquiry & Engagement
Lighting the Fire

Part 1: A Pedagogical Framework
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Inquiry & Engagement
Lighting the Fire

Part 1: A Pedagogical Framework

“Inquiry-based learning reflects a simple, profound truth: learning is 
most powerful when rooted in the heart. The heart is our connection to 
Spirit, which in turn is what unifies all things. The heart is the seat of the 
fire igniting our whole being.”  p.58
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“My theory is…”

p.30, NC
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“My theory is…”

p.30, NC
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Part 1: A Pedagogical Framework

Experiential Learning
Sending Out Roots
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Part 1: A Pedagogical Framework

Experiential Learning
Sending Out Roots

“If given the 
chance, 

children will 
show us how 

our spirits can 
both nurture 

and be nurtured 
by our place.”
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Outside/In:  Building a Sense of Place 
Scaffolding outdoor learning

Take children outside for:
➔ something they would do inside
➔ a focused outdoor activity
➔ sensory awareness 
➔ extra playtime and/or games
➔ a curious walk in the schoolyard
➔ a walk in the neighbourhood
➔ “inquiry” excursions

Build community in: 
➔ your classroom
➔ the schoolyard
➔ your neighbourhood
➔ the Land

Pamela Gibson, LSF, Connecting the Dots
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Outside/In:  Building a Sense of Place 
Scaffolding outdoor learning

Bring the real world into your classroom
➔ branches, pine cones, rocks, leaves
➔ insects, pets
➔ families,  community members,  

knowledge keepers

Meet the real world outside the classroom
➔ knowledge keepers, Indigenous and 

non-Indigenous

Minds-on
➔ use circle talk to process and extend 

outdoor learning indoors
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Part 1: A Pedagogical Framework

Integrated Learning
The Flow of Knowledge
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Part 1: A Pedagogical Framework

Integrated Learning
The Flow of Knowledge

“If a bird feeds my spirit, how do I 
feed the spirit of birds?”  
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“My theory is…”

To be effective, teachers must 
simultaneously overplan - making sure 
they have a variety of resources and 
activities to accommodate students’ 
interests - and underplan - remaining 
flexible instead of spelling out each week’s 
activities. 
Ontario secretariat Capacity Building Series: Integrated Learning in the 
Classroom (2010) p. 100, NC
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Part 1: A Pedagogical Framework

Moving Towards Sustainability
Breathing with the World
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“My theory is…”

One of the greatest challenges of learning reciprocity - 
and potentially the most richly rewarding for educators, 
students and their families - is to build the practices of 
experiential, inquiry-based learning into a community 
building approach.  The idea of contributing to 
community knowledge is magnified, it even explodes, if 
we tie it into an expanded resurgence and empowerment 
of community and to a sense of the whole world as our 
family… community that includes human and 
non-human members.  p.136

Environmental Education for Climate Action 
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Part 1: A Pedagogical Framework

Moving Towards Sustainability
Breathing with the World

Salmon Restoration

Yellowfish Campaign
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Inquiry & Community
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But I’m not Aboriginal!
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Part 2: Educator Stories
Toronto

Aroland
First Nation

Kingston

Mine 
Centre

Belfountain

Ottawa

K to 6



Where we are 
going...
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“Indigenous perspectives cannot be deeply 
reflected in a written document or outside of 
their cultural contexts. All that can be provided 
here are some indications of how such 
perspectives can inform environmental inquiry. 
The living and moving spirits of students, 
educators, and communities are needed for 
transforming awareness over time into 
understanding, knowledge and, eventually, 
wisdom.” 

— Natural Curiosity 2nd Edition



Getting started with Indigenous perspectives:
1. Read Natural Curiosity!

2. Sign up for our Newsletter
3. Read Indigenous literature for yourself!
4. See resources vetted by Indigenous lead 

educators in your school board 
1.
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“The next step is up to all of us...to respond to the challenges ...and to 
actively bring Indigenous perspectives into our classrooms. 

Sharing our stories is essential to this process.”
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Website
www.naturalcuriosity.caSubscribe to 

our Monthly 
Newsletter

Teacher 
Stories & 

Videos

Educator 
Awards



“ We used to exist in children's 
literature section, or fantasy, or 
fiction, and now, we exist in 
classrooms. That kind of 
revolutionary change can truly 
change the past 150 years and 
the path forward.

— Niigaan Sinclair, Associate Professor in Native 
Studies, University of Manitoba, Natural Curiosity 
2nd Edition Book Launch

46



47

Keep In Touch

@NaturlCuriosity

@NaturalCuriosityPage

@NaturalCuriosityEd

www.naturalcuriosity.ca

Rosa Na
Program Co-ordinator
rosa.na@utoronto.ca

Brenda Simon
Interim Program Director

brenda.simon@utoronto.ca

Haley Higdon
haley.higdon@utoronto.ca

@50ShadesofGreenToronto

mailto:rosa.na@utoronto.ca
mailto:brenda.simon@utoronto.ca
https://www.instagram.com/50shadesofgreentoronto/?hl=en


1,300+

Reviewed & Curriculum-Connected
By teachers for teachers

Lesson plans, children’s literature, videos, 
and outdoor activities

Searchable
By language, grade, subject unit, and 

theme

A project of


