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Introduction 

 
The Environmental and Sustainability Education (ESE) Initiative at OISE is committed to 
addressing environmental and sustainability issues by providing leadership and support through 
educational programming, advocating for sustainability throughout OISE’s planning and delivery 
processes, and addressing building and facility issues. The OISE Community Learning Garden is 
a pivotal part of the ESE Initiative. With the assistance of the TD FEF, our garden continues to be 
a hub for ESE at OISE, providing inspiration for graduate students’ and faculty’s learning, 
professional development and connections across our community. This report aims to give an 
overview of the Learning Garden’s successes and contribution to ESE at OISE throughout 2018. 

 

 
 

 
Emily Gray (Summer Garden Coordinator) & Dr. Hilary Inwood at the summer 

Learning Garden Open House; taken as part of our first Instagram story about the Garden 
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OISE Community Learning Garden 

 
The OISE Community Learning Garden is found in an urban location at the front of the OISE 
building (252 Bloor St. West in Toronto), on a busy public edge of the University of Toronto’s 
campus. While it is relatively small in size, the six garden beds that comprise the Learning 
Garden maintain a strong presence at the front of the OISE building; in three seasons it forms 
an important part of the face that OISE presents to the city around it. 
 

 
 
 
 

The garden beds have their own themes 
which are related to one of the 
foundational concepts and pillars of OISE’s 
programs: Indigenous Education, Equity and 
Inclusive Education, Holistic Education, 
Creativity in Education, and Environmental 
and Sustainability Education. The Garden’s 
central location is used to showcase OISE's 
focus on environmental learning to its local 
community and the thousands of people 
who frequent the spaces around the OISE 
building each year. In total, there are 30 
different indigenous plant species that 
thrive in the six garden beds. A map of the 
gardens and information on each plant 
species can be found at 
http://uoft.me/OISEGarden

The Garden acts as a hub for educational events 
and workshops, offering a wide variety of 
opportunities for our community to get involved 
in its growth, care and concepts. People from 
across the OISE community are engaged on the 
Learning Garden team, including students, 
faculty, and staff.  It also reaches thousands of 
people that walk by the front of OISE each week, 
impressing both local citizens and international 
visitors. It is continues to inspire TDSB teachers, 
ECEs and staff who come to learn from it as part 
of the ESE Initiative’s programming. 
 
 

                 

 

OISE Master of Teaching Students collecting  
the last of the seeds, and putting the garden to 
‘bed’ for the winter. 



 

OISE Learning Garden Report 2018      
 

 

  

4 

  

Garden Highlights 2018 
 

 
 
 
The Summer Open House of the Garden was a 
huge hit in July 2018; we had the best turn-
out we’ve ever had! As the plants in the 
garden grow, the number of people wanting 
to learn more about the garden grows as well. 
The weather was beautiful for this event, 
which brought out members of the OISE 
Leadership team in full force, as well as 
students, all participating in tours of the 
garden. 
 
 
 
 

 

The Spring Planting Day at the end of May 
2018 was a success. A dedicated group of 
OISE students, staff and faculty came 
together to kick off the growing season by 
tending to our perennial plants and planting 
new additions.  OISE CAO, Helen Huang, was 
definitely the best-dressed gardener at this 
event (seen in the photo to the left.) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In September 2018, we held our Fall Open 
House inviting the OISE community to our 
beautiful garden. The rain did not stop 
curious new graduate students from 
stopping by to learn about the educational 
opportunities the Learning Garden provides. 
We were also happy with the turnout of 
returning students, staff, and faculty who 
dropped by to say hello and check on the 
Garden’s progress. 
 

CTL Chair Clare Brett with other faculty and staff 
on a tour of the Garden 
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OISE students and teachers from the TDSB 
participated in our annual Seed-Saving 
Workshop in September 2018. Our workshop 
highlighted the importance seed saving for 
both eco and social justice purposes. We 
brought our Learning Garden seeds to the 
Toronto Seed Library (in the OISE Library) for 
sharing, and some TDSB teachers took seeds 
to plant in their own school’s garden. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Also in October 2018, Outdoor educator Bill 
Kilbourn took inspiration from the Learning 
Garden and took OISE teacher candidates 
outside for a workshop to learn more about 
Nature-based Education.  They learned about 
using nature as a site and source of 
experiential learning, drawing on plants, trees 
and wildlife to help make learning relevant 
and engaging for students of all ages. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
In October 2018, classes from a partner 
school attended Student Workshops at our 
Learning Garden. The workshops built upon 
the programs which were piloted last year 
and centered around biodiversity, seed 
saving, and using the garden as inspiration 
for visual arts.  The children had a wonderful 
time, and took seeds back to their own school 
gardens to plant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



OISE Learning Garden Report 2017 
 
 

Spreading the Growth 
 
The success of the Learning Garden each year is dependent on the involvement of the 

OISE community. The Garden is cared for and maintained by a dedicated team of OISE students, 
staff and faculty who volunteer their time to plant, water, and tend to it. This year our team 
was led by a group of dedicated returning team members who welcomed many enthusiastic 
first year graduate students to join the team. The team shared their developing knowledge 
about the Learning Garden with their own communities, gardens, and teaching placements. The 
seeds from our Garden are now sprouting in gardens across the city, including those at many of 
our partner TDSB schools.  
 

While our team is dedicated and enthusiastic, the success of our Learning Garden 
programming would not be possible without the funding received from the TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation. The grant allows us to hire two work-study students to coordinate 
the Garden (one in the summer, and one in the fall), maintain the garden (plant stock, supplies, 
etc.), and as well as cover the costs of programming the Garden events, workshops and talks. 
The grant also funded promotional materials and new signs for our Garden. 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

OISE Learning Garden team members caring for the gardens 
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Educational Programming: Teaching & Learning Events 

 
Over the past year, the learning garden has continued to be a starting point for educational 
activities and workshops. We have had the pleasure of hosting experts to facilitate workshops 
that have facilitated meaningful dialogue surrounding environmental justice, social justice, 
Indigenous education, creativity, holistic learning. These workshops are attended by both TDSB 
teachers and OISE students providing opportunities for community connections.  
 
 
 

Winter, Spring & Summer Events 
 
 
Health, Wellness and Sustainability: 
Environmental Ed in Action Conference and 
EcoFair 
TDSB EcoSchools & OISE ESE 
Jan. 27, 2018 

Workshops related to the Garden: 
Designing School Grounds for Wellness 
Sowing Seeds, Cultivating Change 
Connecting Gardening to Indigenous Education 
From Seeds to Sprouts to Cucumbers to Compost: 
Secondary Veggie Gardens 

 
Growing Approaches to Environmental Art: 
Focusing on Native Plants 
Janna Barkman & Hilary Inwood 
Jan. 23, 2018 
 
Spring Learning Garden Planting Day  
Learning Garden Team 
May 24, 2018 
 
Pollinating Partnerships 
TDSB Ecoschools and OISE ESE 
June 12, 2018 
 
Summer Learning Garden Open House 
Learning Garden Team 
July 10, 2018 

Fall Events 
 
 
Fall Learning Garden Open House 
Learning Garden Team 
September 25, 2018 
 
Seed Saving Workshop 
September 25, 2018 
Meghan Buckle, Coordinator of the Learning 
Garden 
 
Take it Outside:  Nature-based Education 
October 10, 2018  
Bill Kilbourn 
 
Engaging with Eco-Justice: Environmental Ed & 
Equity in Action Conference  
TDSB Eco Schools and OISE ESE 
October 13, 2018 

Workshops related to the Garden: 
Exploring an Anishinaabe Teaching Bundle 
Neighbourhood Food Asset Mapping Deepening 
Children's Relations to the World through Inquiry 
& Indigenous Perspectives 

 
Primary School Workshops 
October 2019 (various dates) 
Meghan Buckle, Coordinator of the Learning 
Garden 
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Programming & Educational Resource Development 

 
This year some of our funding supported our educational programming with local teachers and 
their students. There are number of schools within walking distance of our garden that we have 
developed connections with over the past two years. As a result, we had local classes visit our 
learning garden to participate in education programming. Our Learning Garden Coordinators 
(work study students Meghan Buckle and Emily Gray) collaborated with classroom teachers and 
Dr. Hilary Inwood to facilitate programming that complemented the learning that was 
happening in the students’ classrooms. With the help of other ESE team members, Meghan and 
Emily were able to facilitate programs with children and their teachers to ensure that the 
activities were age-appropriate, educational and engaging.  
 
Supporting the Growth of a New TDSB School Garden  
 
OISE’s Social Justice & EcoJustice Cohort, a class of 30 
teacher candidates, is based at Ryerson Community School, 
a K-8 TDSB school. These students are supporting and 
helping to maintain Ryerson’s education garden, which 
started in 2016.  They are embedding their learning from the 
OISE Learning Garden throughout their teaching practica at 
the school, and with the school’s Eco-team.  They have also 
been using their knowledge of gardening and native plants 
to assist in piloting The Good Food Machine, an indoor 
hydroponic gardening system, with a variety of classes at the 
school.  
 
 
 
Outside In: Eco-Art Installation about the Learning Garden 
 
Even though the Learning Garden is accessible three seasons of the year, we are always looking 
for ways to develop its presence during the winter months as well.  As a follow-up to one of our  
environmental art projects focused on the Garden in 2015, this year we worked with over 50 
students and TDSB teachers to create a mural based on our Learning Garden, highlighting the 
importance of native plants and educational gardening, and bringing the beauty of the Garden 
inside to be enjoyed year round.  The artists learned about the importance of native plant 
species and about the 30+ varieties in OISE’s Learning Garden. Working from photos of leaves 
and flowers in our Garden, they created large stencils that were used to make the repeated 
images in this installation.  The text, in English, French and Anishinaabemowin, was suggested 

Teacher Adrienne and OISE 
student Steph share the growth 
on their Good Food Machine 
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by the collaborating artists to honour their languages, and reflect the deeper meaning that the 
garden holds for them. 
 

     
 
 
 
Sharing the OISE Learning Garden in China 
 
We were honoured to take our learning even farther as some of our students who worked on 
this art installation travelled to Hangzhou, China, in the spring of 2018.  They took their learning 
about native plants and insects and shared this with the elementary students they worked with 
at the Hangzhou Foreign English Language School, a school with its own beautiful butterfly 
garden.  Working with the students in a number of classes (the way they had learned at OISE), 
they created another version of this installation, incorporating butterflies as well.   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
  

OISE students creating the ‘Outside In’ mural inspired by the OISE Learning Garden  

OISE interns showing off the mural they created at a school in Hangzhou China (based on the one they created at OISE) 
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Beyond Soil and Seed  
 

Our garden is a meeting place for many visitors. Beyond our OISE community, we have many 
more-than-human species frequent our garden beds. The positive effects of our garden reach 
beyond the soil and the seed.  
 
New Friends 
Due to the wide variety of native plant species growing in our garden, it attracts many insects 
and animals. We have observed lady bugs, bumble bees, wasps, caterpillars, butterflies, and 
squirrels, and birds enjoying the bounty of the garden.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Training 
In 2018, two OISE students were formally trained as Coordinators of the Learning Garden. 
These students spent their time learning in the Garden, caring for the plants, and soil. They also 
helped coordinate the Garden volunteers, maintained the blog, website and social media 
accounts, and planned and facilitated events. They will take these skills, their acquired 
knowledge, and enthusiasm for educational gardening with them as they begin their careers. 
 
 Sharing the Garden through Social Media 
We continue to maintain an active social media presence on Twitter (@OISEese), Instagram 
(@learnOISEese) and Facebook (@OISEese) to share photos and updates on our Garden; this 
social media presence has also helped us make new connections with other ESE organizations. 
We developed and shared our first Instagram Story in the summer of 2018, found here:  
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17849332870281087/ 
We continue to add new content to our Down and Dirty blog, which include updates on the 
garden, recaps of our events, info on maintaining a garden, as well as educator resources. 
(http://uoft.me/OISEGarden) 
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Pollinating Practices for Educational Gardens 
 
As we reflect and celebrate what we have accomplished over the past year, we are also thinking 
about how we plan to move forward. For the next growing season, we will focus on these key 
areas of development: 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Deepening Relationships with Indigenous Educators: As part of the focus at OISE on 
Indigenous Education, we are working to deepen our understanding of Indigenous Traditional 
Knowledge in respect to gardening.  We will continue to bring ITK experts as part of our 
workshop series for the Learning Garden, and implement ITK practices as we learn more from 
these knowledge-keepers. 
 
Researching Educational Gardens: Building on our first research article on our Learning 
Garden in 2015, we are connecting with others researching educational gardens in universities 
and colleges across Canada and the US in hopes of supporting research initiatives on 
educational gardening. 
 
Virtual Garden: We are aiming to continue to develop videos to promote our garden and for 
use within the classroom; we took a lot of video this summer to facilitate this.  We had our 
first go at sharing this year with an Instagram Story, and hope to continue to expand on this 
beginning moving forward. These videos will showcase our garden, provide information on 
the plants found in the garden, and hopefully inspire others to try creating their own native 
plant gardens in their communities. 

 
Supporting TDSB School Garden Development: We aim to continue to support the 
educational gardening movement with TDSB teachers, particularly at Ryerson Community 
School, which received its first TDFEF grant this year. 
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Seed-Saving: We will continue to contribute to the Toronto Seed Saving Library by harvesting 
seeds from the Learning Garden, and promoting the Seed Saving Library on campus for use by 
students in their practica, and by sharing with TDSB teachers. 

 
Building Community: The OISE Community Learning Garden will continue to be a place that 
connects OISE community members to each other and to nature. By caring for the garden, 
community members have created a passionate, dedicated and inclusive community. This 
garden will continue to be a place where OISE community members can come together to 
discuss, plan and reflect on how they want to live sustainable, environmentally- sustainable 
lives. 
 
Expanding Audiences: Through social media, and continually diversified programming and 
outreach events, we are hoping to reach a larger audience both within OISE and in the larger 
education community. 
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Many Thanks! 
 

   
 
The OISE Learning Garden Team would like to express our sincere appreciation to  
TD Friends of the Environment’s for their ongoing contribution to the development of our 
Learning Garden and the educational programming that surrounds it. 
 

Thank you for your support of OISE’s ESE initiative! 
 
 
  

       


