
This checklist was taken from "Teaching and Learning in Multilingual Schools" and is used with
permission from the author, Elizabeth Coelho.

Checklist Number Two: An Inclusive School Environment

Teachers, students, parents, and school/district administrators can use this checklist. The
checklist is organised as a series of indicators under the three broad topic areas; ‘An Inclusive
Physical and Social Environment’, ‘Support Services’, and ‘Parental Involvement’.  The rating
system can be used as follows:

yes = whenever appropriate
not yet = this is an area that may need special attention
n/a = not applicable, or not available at this time

An Inclusive Physical and Social Environment

yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ Display material is carefully selected to provide realistic and positive
                                    images of different cultural and racial groups.

¨       ¨         ¨ There is a process for evaluating textbooks and other resource material.

¨       ¨         ¨ Guidelines for the selection of resources include criteria related to cultural
                                    diversity.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students and parents are involved in selecting resource materials.

¨       ¨         ¨ Signs, notices, and displays in the school building are multilingual, and
                                    reflect a variety of cultural perspectives.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students’ home languages are used in school announcements, parents’
                                    meetings and interviews, cultural events and performances, etc.

¨       ¨         ¨ All teachers in the school know something about the naming practices and
                                    forms of addresses that are usual in the various school communities, and
                                    can pronounce the names of all their students.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students are encouraged to make natural language choices in social
                                    interaction around the school.

¨       ¨         ¨ There are a variety of extracurricular activities.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students and parents are consulted about their preferences and interests in
                                    extracurricular activities.



yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ The school awards program recognises a wide range of talents and
                                    contributions, including those that may be especially valued or promoted
                                    in some of the cultural groups in the school.

¨       ¨         ¨ There is an active student/teacher antiracism group in the school.

¨       ¨         ¨ Special events are planned to be as inclusive as possible of all the cultures
                                    in the school.

¨       ¨         ¨ Equal treatment is given to important festivals and special days of all the
                                    cultures in the school.

Support Services

yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ Each student’s individual progress is carefully monitored.

¨       ¨         ¨ When an individual student appears to be having difficulties, there is a
                                     planned program of intervention and support.

¨       ¨         ¨ The school monitors the progress of specific groups of students.

¨       ¨         ¨ The school takes appropriate action when a specific group of students
                                    appears to be having social or academic difficulty.

¨       ¨         ¨ The school provides individual and group counselling services related to
                                    students’ academic and social needs.

¨       ¨         ¨ Counsellors and teachers serving in that capacity have the knowledge and
                                    skills required for effective cross-cultural counselling.

¨       ¨         ¨ There is a procedure for conflict mediation when students experience
                                    ethnocultural harassment in the school or beyond.

¨       ¨         ¨ The school has established mutually supportive relationships with
                                    community groups and agencies.

¨       ¨         ¨ There is an organised peer tutoring program which includes training and
                                    supervision.



yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ Bilingual tutors are trained to work with students who arrive with limited
                                    educational background.

¨       ¨         ¨ There are organised study groups in the school.

¨       ¨         ¨ There is a peer mediation program in the school.

¨       ¨         ¨ Trained interpreters and translators provide multilingual services.

¨       ¨         ¨ All students have opportunities to meet role models and mentors of
                                    diverse cultural backgrounds.

¨       ¨         ¨ All staff development programs include antiracism as a fundamental
                                    principle.

¨       ¨         ¨ There are opportunities for teachers and students to be involved in
                                    antiracism training.

Parental Involvement

yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ The school is creative and flexible in finding ways to invite parents into
                                    the school.

¨       ¨         ¨ Written communication with parents is in a language they understand.

¨       ¨         ¨ Parents’ meetings are held with specific linguistic and cultural groups.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students are trained to lead their own conferences involving the teacher
                                    and their parents.

¨       ¨         ¨ Parent-teacher communication consists of a two-way flow of information
                                    and advice.

¨       ¨         ¨ Expectations regarding student attendance and behaviour, homework,
                                    parental involvement, etc. are negotiated, realistic, and explicit.

¨       ¨         ¨ The school has an English as a second language program for adults.

¨       ¨         ¨ Parents are invited to help the school in ways that are appropriate.



yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ Organised community groups play a role in the school.

¨       ¨         ¨ Community groups use the school for meetings and special events.

¨       ¨         ¨ Parents receive helpful practical advice on how to help their children at
                                    home.


