
This checklist was taken from "Teaching and Learning in Multilingual Schools" and is used with
permission from the author, Elizabeth Coelho.

Checklist Number Three: An Inclusive Classroom Community

The checklist can be used by:

• Individual teachers: to assess their own classrooms as inclusive social and learning
environments.

• School administrators, school department heads, and district curriculum advisers: to assess
classrooms within their sphere of influence.

• Teacher educators: to guide and assess student teachers on practicum assignment.

• Students: to assess the classroom environment provided to them (perhaps using a simplified
or translated form).

The rating system can be used and interpreted as follows:

yes = whenever appropriate
not yet = this is an area that may need special attention
n/a = not applicable, or not available at this time

yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ Routines are in place for welcoming newcomers.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students and teacher can pronounce each other’s names.

¨       ¨         ¨ Newcomers and beginning learners of English are seated beside peers who
                                    speak their first language for the first few weeks.

¨       ¨         ¨ The teacher makes personal contact with new students at least once during
                                    each lesson.

¨       ¨         ¨ The teacher uses interviews to help students to get to know each other.

¨       ¨         ¨ The teacher uses class surveys to learn about the students’ backgrounds,
                                    needs, and interests.

¨       ¨         ¨ Classroom displays are inclusive.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students are involved in creating classroom displays.



¨       ¨         ¨ Students often work with partners or in a peer tutoring relationship.

yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ Students often work in co-operative learning groups.

¨       ¨         ¨ The teacher creates a climate of support for language learning.

¨       ¨         ¨ The teacher knows some expressions in the students’ languages.

¨       ¨         ¨ Classroom routines are predictable and explicit.

¨       ¨         ¨ There is a rota for classroom routines and responsibilities.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students take on some responsibility for monitoring and checking
                                    homework, making sure all group members understand a task, etc.

¨       ¨         ¨ The teacher monitors group relationships and helps students to manage
                                    group work and share responsibility.


