
This checklist was taken from "Teaching and Learning in Multilingual Schools" and is used with
permission from the author, Elizabeth Coelho.

Checklist Number Five: An Inclusive Multicultural Environment

This checklist is designed for students to use in assessing the education they receive.  Some
students may need to use a translated version of the checklist.  Students respond ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to
each statement.  Teachers could encourage group discussion of each item on the checklist before
asking students to complete it individually.  A pattern of  ‘no’ responses indicates an area that
needs attention.

Multicultural Education at _________________ School

Multicultural education is important in this school.  All students need to feel proud of their own
backgrounds.  All students need to learn about other cultures, and learn to get along with people
of other cultural backgrounds.  All students need to learn how to work together to stop racism
and discrimination at school and in the community.

How are we doing?  Circle ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to help improve multicultural education in our
school.

Yes No I learn about other cultures at school.
Yes No I learn about my own culture at school.
Yes No I feel comfortable talking about my own culture at school.
Yes No Teachers and other students respect my language and culture.
Yes No We have teachers from many different cultural backgrounds.
Yes No Teachers help to see different points of view.
Yes No There are teachers in the school who speak my language.
Yes No There are signs and notices in my language around the school.
Yes No There are books, videos, and other materials that show people of different
                        backgrounds doing many different things.
Yes No When we learn something new, the teachers begin with something we already
                        know.
Yes No At this school we learn about how to fight against racism and discrimination.
Yes No If I have a problem with racism or discrimination, I know where to go for help.
Yes No The displays in the classrooms and the hallways show people of many different
                        cultural backgrounds.
Yes No Our school concerts and other special events include all the cultures in the school.
Yes No My parents feel comfortable coming to the school and talking to the teachers.

My comments and suggestions:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



My first language is _____________________________________________________________
My cultural background is ________________________________________________________


