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National Context:  VET Research in the UK 

College Mission 
To enable all our students to succeed 
 
College Vision 2020 
A world-class learning enterprise,  
leading the way, transcending borders 

•  Fast facts 
•  Over 10,000 students 
•  Around 550 staff 
•  Working with 800 employers 
•  Ofsted Outstanding  
•  Beacon Status 
•  International footprint  
 



National Context:  VET Research in the UK 

•  History of short term research projects funded and managed 
by government agencies; 

 
•  Practitioner-led research has been applied in the UK as part 

of national improvement strategy to drive innovation and the 
development of professional practice; 

 
BUT 
•  The majority of the projects conducted by HE or consultants 

with VET being the subject of the research rather than the 
agent of the research. 



National Context:  Recent Developments 
 

Inclusion of research as part of the new Professional Standards 
for Teachers and Trainers in Education and Training (2014): 
 
8. Maintain and update your knowledge of educational research 
to develop evidence-based practice; 
 
9. Apply theoretical understanding of effective practice in 
teaching, learning and assessment drawing on research and 
other evidence 



Professional Standards for Teachers and 
Trainers in Education and Training (2014) 

 
“Teachers and trainers are reflective and enquiring practitioners 
who think critically about their own educational assumptions, 
values and practice in the context of a changing contemporary 
and educational world. They draw on relevant research as part 
of evidence-based practice”. 



National Context:  Recent Developments 
 

 
Recommendation from the Commission on Adult Vocational 
Teaching and Learning to establish a national VET Centre that 
includes a new research and development capacity focused on 
vocational pedagogy and the development of VET.  



National Context:  Recent Developments 
 

The Centre for Vocational Education and Research (CVER) was 
launched in March 2015 with a remit to: 
 
1.  Advance the understanding of the requirements for 

vocational education in the UK  today 
2.  Identify the provision of vocational education 
3.  Develop and strengthen the knowledge-base to enable a 

more agile, relevant and needs-based vocational education 
sector to become a driving force for economic growth and 
social mobility 



Evidence-Based Practice in Education 

The recent focus on evidence-based practice in all education 
sectors was kick started by the publication of the report ‘Building 
Evidence into Education’ commissioned by the Department for 
Education in 2013.  
 
‘There is a huge prize to be claimed by teachers. By collecting 
better evidence about what works best, and establishing a 
culture where this evidence is used as a matter of routine, we 
can improve outcomes for students’ 
 
Goldacre, B. (2013) ‘Building Evidence into Education’, Department for Education, London 

 



Case Study – Highbury College 

A collaborative research project between Highbury College and 
the University of Newcastle. 
 
Newcastle University – Researcher/Practitioner 
 
Highbury College – Practitioners/ Researchers 



Investigating Self- Organised learning 
Environments (SOLEs) in VET 

Research process 
Research question 
Ethical issues 
Research design 
Methodology 
Fieldwork  
Review 
Lessons learnt 
Published in 2 peer-reviewed journals (UK and India) 
Conference papers: London, Warwick, Jakarta, Trinidad 
  



Research design 

A collaborative approach between the university researcher and 

college lecturers meant that Highbury College lecturers were 

engaged in the research design process. The aim was to study 

learning in context and to develop effective classroom 

interventions (Gorard et al, 2004). 

 



Design Experiments 

The steps outlined opposite  were 

applied to all subject areas and taken 

together comprised the experiment 

cycle. At the end of each cycle data 

was collected in the form of test scores 

and audio and video interviews; the 

groups were then rotated and the 

cycle repeated so that each group 

experienced both the traditional and 

SOLE approach in a related topic 

area. 



Applying learning to the curriculum 

•  Dissemination to teaching staff at teachers’ conference 

•  Follow up experiments with Business, Construction and 
Catering 

•  Engagement with other colleges to share findings 
 
•  Introduction of SOLE into other curriculum areas 

•  Introduction of SOLE space at Highbury College 



SOLE Space 



SOLE Space 



VIDEO LINK 

•  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lASgrKuZKQI  


