




Transforming school grounds from this….



… to this.











OPAL is gaining international recognition as a best practice. 

Canada’s first trained OPAL mentor is the Director of Play 

Programs at Earth Day Canada



Supervision and social 
supports

Environments 
that are 

interesting and 
challenging

Materials or 
“loose parts” 

supply

PLAY

The three elements which support outdoor active PLAY 



OPAL school communities become experts in play provision



 Practiced for 20 years 

 10 years as part of the local education 

authority’s play improvement strategy

 OPAL founded as social enterprise in 2006

 Over 200 schools trained to date

 Expanding quickly over the U.K.

 Expanding internationally to New Zealand, 

Australia and Canada

 Recently cited as a best practice by an All 

Parliamentary Group on a Fit and Health 

Childhood

 Cited by Skills Active and PLAY England as 

a best practice to the Parliamentary 

Education Committee





OPAL school communities have identified the child’s right to 

play in a social environment with other children as a priority 

worthy of thought, planning and protection from the adults.

OPAL school communities recognize the inherent capacity and 

the will of children to advance their own healthy growth and 

development through active outdoor play.

OPAL school communities support children in their striving to 

develop skills, acquire agency and develop self-responsibility 

according to their unique abilities and interests.

Each OPAL school community will develop its own PLAY 

Charter based on these fundamental principles.





OPAL schools develop creative solutions before they shut down PLAY


