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The region is uniquely situated along Gaabikanang Ziibi - the place of the flat 
rocks in Anishinaabemowin or the Humber River and Humber River 
watershed, which historically provided an integral connection for 

Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, and Wendat peoples between the Ontario 
Lakeshore and the Lake Simcoe/Georgian Bay regions.

Acknowledging and Honouring the Land

Humber College is located within the traditional and treaty Lands of
the Mississaugas of the Credit, known asAdoobiigok, the

“Place of the Alders” in the Michi Saagiig language.





https://youtu.be/ArYbcbl6Vr4


Acknowledges the Land as teacher
– the energy, medicines, languages and
stories of the Land and Water and All
Our Relations

Respectful, relevant, reciprocal 
and responsible relationships with All Our 
Relations

Wholistic and Circular: engages the
spirit, heart, mind, and body together and 
in balance

Dependent upon local ecosystems
in all seasons with all the elements

Infuses the inter-generational teachings of 
local Indigenous Elders and Knowledge
Holders in a co-learning journey

Two-Eyed Land-Based Play and Co-Learning

Zimanyi, 2016



Mi’kmaq Elder Albert Marshall, LLD
Community of Eskasoni in Unama’ki,

Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, in the Traditional 
Territory of the Mi’kma’KI

“Through (re) learning our connection to 
Land, we learn to see with one eye the 
strengths of Indigenous knowledges and 
ways of knowing, and from the other eye 
the strengths of non-
Indigenous knowledges and ways of 
knowing brought together for the benefit of 
all and Mother Earth.

An on-going journey of
co-learning is both required and essential 
in order to develop the profound 
collaborative understandings and 
capabilities that Two-Eyed Seeing 
encourages."
~ Elder Albert Marshall



At Humber 
College, aligned 
with Indigenous 

strategic and 
education plans, 

we engage in 
cultural safety 
training and 

co-learn with and 
from local and 

regional 
Indigenous Elders, 

Knowledge 
Holders, 

Community 
Members and 
Storytellers. 





ECE 234: Two-Eyed Land-Based Play and
Co-Learning – launched in Fall 2021!

ECE 234 - Two-Eyed Land-Based Play 
and Co-Learning course launched Fall 2021!



o Land-based classes in the Humber Arboretum – circle pedagogies
o Co-taught with Indigenous Faculty, Elders, Knowledge Holders, Mentors 
o Co-learning with students and the Land through spirit, heart, mind and body
o Honouring the strengths of diverse Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

worldviews















With the support of Humber’s Applied Research and 
Innovation, Lawson Foundation Outdoor Play 
Strategy 2.0 and MERC, evaluation and research is 
exploring how the new course, Two-Eyed Land-
Based Play and Co-Learning:

1) engages the spiritual, emotional, intellectual, and 
physical realities of learners and faculty in post-
secondary education and;

2) helps learners action their personal and collective 
responsibilities to all beings related to seven 
generations of sustainability.

• Pre and post-course surveys – qualitative and 
quantitative questions

• Sharing Circles/Focus groups – student and 
faculty/mentor

• 8 course sections of students from Fall 2021, 
Winter 2022 (N=250)

• 7 sections for Fall 2022 courses (N=300)



An essential part of Two-Eyed Seeing is the focus on action and 
what happens after knowledge is shared. 

Through the Two-Eyed Seeing approach, knowledge transforms the person who receives it; 
learners become responsible to act on the knowledge they have gained. The focus is on 

bringing together people, regardless of background, and using collective understanding to 
create a better future. Humans have an inherent responsibility to protect the earth -

responsibility has to come from each and every one of us. 
Nature has rights, we have responsibilities.

Elder Albert Marshall

How do we reciprocate the gifts of the Earth? 
With gratitude, with ceremony, by paying attention, acts of practical reverence and land 

stewardship, in fierce defense of the places we love, in art, in science, in song, in gardens, in 
healing, in children, in ballots, in stories of the past and imagination for the future, in creative 

resistance, in how we spend our money and our precious lives, by raising our voices and 
raising a ruckus, by refusing to be complicit with the forces of ecological destruction.

Robin Wall Kimmerer



Colleges and Institutes Report (January 2022). Embedding sustainability,
catalyzing change. The Globe and Mail
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/adv/article-embedding-sustainability-
catalyzing-change/

Kim, B., Cole, R., Haniff, Z., & Pettit, L. (2022 January). Letters of Our Hopes and Dreams. Play Outdoors Magazine, 1(4), 26-29.

Lawson Foundation (2021). Outdoor play strategy: Phase2 (2021-2023).
https://lawson.ca/our-work/outdoor-play/second-phase/

Marshall, A. (February 2020). Etuaptmumk/Two-Eyed Seeing Event. 
Humber College.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJcjf1nUck

Rossovska, O. & Zimanyi, L., with Short, L., Singh, A., Beard K., Casale, J., Silvestro, A, & Garcia, W. (2020). I speak Frog: 
Storying seasonal narratives of children’s common worlds. eceLINK The Peer Reviewed Collection 4(1), pp. 11-
20. https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/aeceo/pages/2524/attachments/original/1595879343/eceLINK_Summer_2020_i_s
pea_frog.pdf?1595879343

Yard, B. (2021, January 18). Two-Eyed Seeing: Humber’s new Early Childhood Education initiative aims to change the way
we think about land-based play. Humber Today.
https://humber.ca/today/news/two-eyed-seeing

Yard, B. (2022, January 25). Instead of taking notes, students focus on feel and connection. Humber Today.
https://humber.ca/today/news/instead-taking-notes-students-new-humber-college-class-focus-feel-and-connection

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/adv/article-embedding-sustainability-catalyzing-change/
https://lawson.ca/our-work/outdoor-play/second-phase/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJcjf1nUck
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/adv/article-embedding-sustainability-catalyzing-change/




Zimanyi, L., Keeshig, H. (J)., & Short. L. (2020). Children make connections toAki 
(Earth) throughAnishinaabe teachings. The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/children-make-connections-
to-aki-earth-through-anishinaabe-teachings-133669

Zimanyi, L.& Rossovska,O. (2020, online first). Who is John the snail and when can we meet him?: Parent
perspectives on their children's engagement in a forest nature program. Journal of Innovation in Polytechnic 
Education. Toronto, ON: Humber Press.
http://humberpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Jipe-Zimanyi-Rossovska-Final.pdf

Zimanyi, L.& Short, L.The Willow Trees Talk to Us: Thinking with Place and (Re)storying Young Children’s Encounters 
in a Forest Nature Program. Symposium presentation, October 2018.
https://lawson.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/5.-Louise-Zimanyi-PPT- 2018-with-video.pdf

Zimanyi, L., Short, L., Khan, F., Shahid, A., & Casale, J.  (2022 January). How Waabooz got its brown fur: Winter 
explorations and stories. Play Outdoors Magazine.1(4), 16-19.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Louise.Zimanyi@humber.ca; Lynn.Short@humber.ca;

http://humberpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Jipe-Zimanyi-Rossovska-Final.pdf
mailto:Louise.Zimanyi@humber.ca
mailto:Louise.Zimanyi@humber.ca
mailto:Lynn.Short@humber.ca


Miigwech
Thank you

Zimanyi, 2017


