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Background
• A Toronto Child and Family Network 

initiative, co-chaired by City of 
Toronto’s Children’s Services

• An online interactive platform that 
visualizes inequities experienced by 
children and families in Toronto 

• Brings together data about from 
Census, surveys, school boards, the 
Early Development Instrument, etc

• Outcomes identified for children, 
families and Indigenous children 
and families

• 100+ indicators associated with 
outcomes

RaisingtheVillage.ca

• A Toronto Child and Family Network 
initiative aimed at improving outcomes 
for Toronto’s children and families

• An online interactive platform that 
visualizes inequities experienced by 
children and families in Toronto 

• Brings together data about from Census, 
surveys, school boards, and the Early 
Development Instrument



Inequities by Outcomes
• Child Outcomes: physical health and development, mental health and social 

development, learning and education, rights and opportunities, and nurture and 
care

• Family Outcomes: family health, resilience and support, lifelong learning, financial 
security, and culture and community

• Indigenous Outcomes: self knowledge, strong families, vibrant communities, 
cultural equity, and self-determination

• The results can be examined at a neighbourhood level or by disaggregated racial 
data. 

• An Equity Analysis Toolkit allows for TDSB student census data by race

• Inequities based on Race can be identified using the Neighbourhood Comparison 
Dashboard.
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Inequities by Outcomes
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Neighbourhood Inequities
• Raising the Village 

Dashboard showing 
variation in child and 
family inequities across 
neighbourhoods.

• The score represents 
different factors that were 
determined to contribute 
to inequity, including: LIM, 
parental employment and 
education, no official 
language knowledge and 
core housing need
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Inequities and COVID
• Toronto Public Health Covid-19 Risk Score data suggests that neighbourhoods 

with high Covid-19 risk mirror neighbourhoods with high inequities where low 
income, employment status, and racial background are all intersecting.  

• COVID impacts on family employment, remote work arrangements, virtual 
schooling and health and safety concerns seem to also be disproportionately 
impacting equity deserving groups.

• BIPOC parents have been more likely to report a decrease in income due to 
COVID-19

• Children and youth from lower income households have also been more likely 
to report that they have felt unsafe, were going outside less, and had more 
difficulty concentrating.
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Inequities and COVID cont’d
The Ontario Parent Survey which was conducted in the spring of 2020 showed:

• 1 in 3 parents or caregivers reported moderate to high levels of anxiety, and 
almost 60% reported symptoms that met the criteria for depression

• Parents also reported difficulty in managing their children’s behaviour (31%), 
and their child’s anxiety and depression (48%) 

• 40% of parents reported their child’s mood/behaviour had deteriorated 
• Family dysfunction was also measured with 21% of parents reporting getting 

into long arguments with their children and 49% indicating a high level of 
conflict with their spouse 

(Source: Gonzalez A. Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Ontario families with children: findings from the 
initial lockdown [Internet]. Hamilton, ON: McMaster University; Offord Centre for Child Studies; 2020 [cited 
2020 Nov 30]. Available from: https://strongfamilies.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/OPS-Executive-Report-
v6-FINAL.pdf)
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Building Equity in the Toronto System

• Fee subsidy policy flexibility (using ‘exceptional circumstances’)

• Use of high COVID risk indicators and system level data to distribute Safe 
Restart funding to most child care centres in neighbourhoods most impacted

• EarlyON online programming and wrap-around supports

• Virtual consultations for families of children with extra support needs

• Reinvested underutilized 2020 provincial allocations

• Health & Safety training and supports

• Professional learning regarding children with extra support needs

• Mental health education series 

• Vaccine education 
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Growth Strategy

www.raisingthevillage.ca

A community-driven initiative 
that measures child well-being 
outcomes at a population level.

http://www.raisingthevillage.ca/

