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Who are mature students?
Relevant research and definitions 



Over the last 13 years, Nichole and Isaiah have used the profound practice of Jingle dancing and music
as an educational tool, a form of activism and healing, and celebration of culture, tradition, and

community. 
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Relevant Research
•Transitions into HE vary (Anderson et al., 2011; Potter, 2016; van Rhijn et al., 2016)
     - Unexpected job loss or requirement changes
     - Prior learning assessment and recognition 
          - Cost time and money
     - New opportunities

•Situational barriers
     - Juggling multiple roles and responsibilities (e.g., parent, spouse, etc.)

•Academic and attitudinal barriers
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Financial assistance 
(Hyland-Russell & Groen, 2011; Jamalof et al., 2022; Potter, 2016; van Rhijn, et al., 2015, 2016)

Ontario Student Aid Program (OSAP)
Significant administrative burden in accessing and
applying
Issues related to formula – (e.g., independent status)

Financial Barriers
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Typical definitions from research 

•Students enrolled in formal education and training
•25 years or older
•And may have completed initial schooling and returned to
school after extended absence (≥2 years)
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Trends
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Average Tuition (domestic)
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Average Tuition, by Field of Study (domestic)
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Average Tuition, by Field of Study (domestic)
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Childcare costs
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What share of recent PSE grads are mature students?
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What are Mature Students’ Main Funding Sources?
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Summary of takeaways
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Recommendations and Future Research
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