




























21st Annual Summer Institute on Early Childhood Development

DOMINIQUE-ANN BOISVERT, RECE
Coordinator Quality Assurance for the Early Years, United Counties of
Prescott and Russell 

Dominique-Ann is an RECE with a university certificate in business
administration and experience in human resources. She has spent the
past decade as a quality assurance coordinator and pedagogical leader,
working with early years educators in a Francophone community. She
is deeply engaged in pedagogical facilitation and advocacy for quality
learning environments.

SONYA BOURGEOIS
Director of Toronto Early Learning and Child Care Services, City of
Toronto

Sonya oversees Toronto’s municipal child care system, managing 39
centres and supporting home child care providers. With experience in
senior leadership roles at the municipal and provincial levels, she is
committed to high-quality early learning and community
development. She holds a Master’s in Social Work and is dedicated to
supporting children and families.

SUSAN COLLEY
Chair of the Board, Building Blocks for Child Care (B2C2)

Susan is chair of Building Blocks for Child Care (B2C2), supporting
Ontario’s not-for-profit and public child care expansion. A founder of
Action Day Care and former executive director of the Ontario Coalition
for Better Child Care, she has contributed to major child care policy
studies. She also serves as secretary-treasurer of Rise Up Feminist
Digital Archive.
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SHANNON COSTELLO
Director of Children’s Services, Cochrane District Services Board (CDSB)

Shannon has over two decades of experience in child care and
community services. Before joining CDSB in 2018, she held leadership
roles at the YMCA of Timmins, working on provincial and national
initiatives. As director of children’s services, she focuses on quality
assurance and service delivery for child care and EarlyON programs.

LINDA COTTES
Senior Vice President, YMCA of Greater Toronto

Linda oversees 309 child care centres, supporting over 35,000 licensed
spaces and 4,000 educators. With 45 years of experience in early
learning, she serves on multiple advisory councils and committees,
shaping child care policy at provincial and national levels while
advocating for high-quality early learning and care. As an expert
advisor to the Ontario Ministry of Education, Linda provides critical
insights on regulatory changes and the implementation of the Canada-
Wide Early Learning and Care agreement.

TIFFANY DITTMAN
Faculty, Early Childhood Education, Ashtonbee Campus, Centennial
College

Tiffany is a faculty member and curriculum developer in Centennial
College’s Early Childhood Education program. She specializes in
culturally responsive pedagogy, community-based learning, and
reconciliation-focused curriculum. She developed the Community-
Connected Global Learning (CCGL) framework, which emphasizes
ethical partnerships, relational pedagogy, and decolonized approaches
to educator preparation.
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KIMBERLY DREADY
Executive Director, Jimmy Pratt Foundation

Kimberly is the executive director of the Jimmy Pratt Foundation. With
30 years of experience across sectors including housing, education, and
mental health, she applies a social justice lens to systemic and
community change. She is dedicated to advancing research and policy
that support the well-being and resilience of children and youth.

NAHAL FAKHARI
PhD Candidate, Research Coordinator, Early Childhood Collaborative
Research Centre, Mount Saint Vincent University

Nahal is a PhD candidate at Dalhousie University and a research
coordinator at Mount Saint Vincent University. A former early
childhood educator, her work focuses on the cultural identity of Iranian
immigrant children and advocating for inclusive policies that support
the well-being of newcomer families in Nova Scotia.

DR. DARLEE GERRARD
Professor, School of Early Childhood, George Brown College

Dr. Gerrard is a professor at the School of Early Childhood, George
Brown College with extensive experience in early learning, public and
private education, and research. She holds a PhD in engineering
education from the University of Toronto and specializes in STEM-
environmental-land-based pedagogy, advocating for inclusive and
meaningful learning experiences for children and educators.



21st Annual Summer Institute on Early Childhood Development

DOREEN GILLIS
Director of Early Years, Department of Education and Early Years,
Government of Prince Edward Island

Doreen has nearly three decades of experience in early childhood
education, spanning roles in child care, family resource centres, and
post-secondary education. As director of early years in Prince Edward
Island, she leads initiatives to enhance early learning and child care
across the province. She holds a Master’s in Early Childhood Education.
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MARYSE GRÉGOIRE, RECE
Coordinator Quality Assurance for the Early Years, United Counties of
Prescott and Russell

Maryse is an RECE with 18 years of experience in early years education.
As a quality assurance coordinator, she champions pedagogical
learning and outdoor education, advocating for forest, farm, and nature
schools. She is committed to fostering play-based learning in outdoor
environments to support children’s natural curiosity and development.

KIM HISCOTT
Chief Executive Director, Andrew Fleck Children’s Services (AFCS)

Kim, an RECE based in Ottawa, leads Andrew Fleck Children’s Services,
a multi-service, non-profit organization providing early learning and
care. She is passionate about outdoor play, intergenerational
programming, and system-building partnerships that enhance early
childhood education. She advocates for collaborative, reflective
practice to support children, families, and educators.
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FAYE JANTZI, RECE
Forest and Nature School Practitioner, Emmauel at Brighton Forest
and Nature Child Care

Faye is an RECE and forest and nature school practitioner with over 30
years of experience. She transitioned from indoor learning
environments to outdoor education, where she fosters children’s
connection to nature. She leads Emmanuel at Brighton’s outdoor
programs, providing immersive land-based learning for children in
Kindergarten and beyond.

BIOGRAPHIESmore to explore

DAVID MACDONALD
Senior Economist, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA)

David has been senior economist at the CCPA since 2011, specializing in
child care, income inequality, and federal fiscal policy. He coordinates
the Alternative Federal Budget and conducted the child care fee
analysis that informed Canada’s national child care plan. He is a
frequent media commentator on economic and social policy.

RONA MACPHERSON
Director of Human Resources, Andrew Fleck Children’s Services (AFCS)

Ronna has over 30 years of HR experience and has led Andrew Fleck
Children’s Services’ HR strategy for 16 years. She focuses on employee
engagement, talent retention, and workforce development. Her
leadership supports the agency’s mission to enhance early learning
and care while addressing sector-wide workforce challenges.
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KERRY MCCUAIG
Senior Fellow Early Childhood Policy, Atkinson Centre, OISE/University
of Toronto

Kerry McCuaig co-developed the Early Childhood Education Report,
tracking progress in early years policy across Canada. A co-author of
Early Years Study 3, she helped pioneer integrated early childhood
programming with Toronto First Duty. She has advised governments,
authored key policy reports, and is a frequent speaker on early learning
and care.

BIOGRAPHIESmore to explore

JESSIE-LEE MCISAAC 
Associate Professor, Canada Research Chair in Early Childhood, Faculty
of Education and Department of Child and Youth Study, Mount Saint
Vincent University

Dr. McIsaac is Canada research chair in early childhood and director of
the Early Childhood Collaborative Research Centre at Mount Saint
Vincent University. Her research bridges policy, community, and
practice to support child well-being, with a focus on newcomer families
and the role of early learning environments in fostering inclusion.

SCOTT PODREBARAC
Superintendent of Education, Halton District School Board

Scott spent 30 years in education as a teacher, principal, and
superintendent. He played a key role in the rollout of full-day
Kindergarten in Ontario and led early years programming in multiple
school boards. A recipient of Canada’s Outstanding Principal Award, he
continues to advocate for quality early learning.
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JOHN WEATHERUP
President, Toronto Education Workers Local 4400

John has served as President of Toronto Education Workers/Local 4400
since its formation in 1998. He represents over 17,000 school board
employees, including nearly 1,700 ECEs and DECEs. He also serves on
the OMERS Board of Governors and the Sponsors Board, advocating for
workers’ rights and benefits.

BARB WILSON
Faculty, Early Childhood Education, Ashtonbee Campus, Centennial
College

Barbara is a faculty member in Centennial College’s Early Childhood
Education program and an alumna of the college. She spent much of
her career in Aboriginal Head Start and as a Supervisor in an
Aboriginal-focused child care centre. She was instrumental in
developing Centennial’s Indigenous ECE Stream and now teaches full-
time.
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GENERAL INQUIRIES

For further information about this event, please contact:

George Brown College, School of Early Childhood
T: 416.415.5000 ext. 2310
Email: ece@georgebrown.ca

Summer Institute 2025 Information

Hotels nearby:

Union Hotel
Novotel Toronto Centre
The Westin Harbour Castle

mailto:ece@georgebrown.ca
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/home/node/6617
https://unionhoteltoronto.com/?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAt4C-BhBcEiwA8Kp0CfIYJ1HhIyRMmn_SrQo0d6kDBhmClrOmdIXFVIQ6QpEWx2Q3RLej-hoCxZ4QAvD_BwE
https://novoteltorontocentre.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/yyzwi-the-westin-harbour-castle-toronto/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
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GETTING THERE

From Union Station

Walk (about 2 minutes) to Bay Street at Front Street West
Take the Number 6 bus (Queens Quay and Sherbourne) 5 stops
to Dockside Drive at Queens Quay East (South Side)
Walk (about 2 minutes) to 51 Dockside Drive
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8:00AM REGISTRATION

9:00AM 

10:45AM BREAK

9:15AM KEYNOTE: STANDING UP FOR CHILD CARE
David Macdonald, Senior Economist, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives 

9:45AM PANEL ONE: BUILDING EQUITY THROUGH FAIR COMPENSATION
moderator: Kim Dreaddy, Executive Director, Jimmy Pratt Foundation

Rayna Barrese, President, Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario, Durham Region
John Weatherup, President, Toronto Education Workers Local 4400
Scott Podrebarac, Superintendent of Education, Halton District School Board
Dr. Emis Akbari, Professor & Program Coordinator, George Brown College/Executive Director, Atkinson
Centre

11:00AM PANEL TWO: OPPORTUNITIES TO BUILD THE ECE WORKFORCE
moderator: Kerry McCuaig, Senior Policy Fellow, Atkinson Centre, University of Toronto

Doreen Gillis, Director of Early Years, Government of Prince Edward Island
Linda Cottes, Senior Vice President, YMCA of Greater Toronto
Sonya Bourgeois, Director of Toronto Early Learning and Child Care Services, City of Toronto
Sherene Gissing, Manager of Early Childhood Development, Government of Nunavut

12:00PM BOOK LAUNCH

12:20PM LUNCH

DAY AT A GLANCE

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Dr. Krista Holmes, Associate Vice-President, Research & Innovation, George Brown College
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DAY AT A GLANCE
1:30PM KEYNOTE: INNOVATIVE STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE 

                     ECE COMPENSATION
Susan Colley, Chair, Building Blocks for Child Care

2:15PM BREAK 

2:45PM WORKSHOPS

INSPIRING EDUCATORS THROUGH THE PEDAGOGY OF CARE, REFLECTIVE PRACTICE, AND
DESIGN OF SPACE WITH ONGOING PROFESSIONAL GROWTH AS A LEARNING COMMUNITY

Dominique-Ann Boisvert, United Counties of Prescott and Russell
Maryse Grégoire, United Counties of Prescott and Russell

HOW STRATEGIC HR PRACTICES KEEP TOP EDUCATORS

Kim Hiscott, RECE, Andrew Fleck Children’s Services
Ronna MacPherson, Andrew Fleck Children’s Services

BREAKING BARRIERS: EQUITABLE CHILD CARE FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

Shannon Costello, Cochrane District Services Board’s Services

URBAN NATURE CONNECT: TRANSFORMING LEARNING AND WELL-BEING

Kelly Birch-Baker, RECE, Emmanuel at Brighton Child Care Centre
Faye Jantzi, RECE, Emmanuel at Brighton Child Care Centre

SUPPORTING NEWCOMER CHILDREN IN CANADA: FOSTERING SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL, AND
CULTURAL WELL-BEING

3:45PM

ECE AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Presented to Gail Hunter, RECE

CLOSING REMARKS
Patricia Chorney Rubin, Dean of Community Services & Health Sciences, George Brown College

Dr. Jessie-Lee McIsaac, Mount Saint Vincent University
Nahal Fakhari, Mount Saint Vincent University

reception to follow

CULTURALLY RELEVANT EDUCATION – CENTENNIAL COLLEGE’S INDIGENOUS ECE STREAM

Tiffany Dittman, M.Ed., BASc, RECE, Centennial College
Barb Wilson, Centennial College

LAND AS FIRST TEACHER: CONSIDERING THE EDUCATOR’S ROLE IN LAND-BASED LEARNING

Dr. Darlee Gerrard, School of Early Childhood, George Brown College



21st Annual Summer Institute on Early Childhood Development

REGISTRATION FORM
PLEASE COMPLETE AND SUBMIT THE FORM BELOW BY EMAIL.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY OR COMPLETE AS AN ADOBE FILLABLE FORM.

Empowering Educators: Strategies
for a Sustainable Workforce

21st Annual Summer Institute on Early Childhood Development

May 9, 2025
George Brown College, Waterfront Campus

51 Dockside Drive, Toronto

REGISTRATION FEE: $175
(Student Fee: $30)

HST Registration Number: 108082868RTR001.
Advance payment is required to register.

Space is limited.

Name: ________________________________ Title:  _______________________________________

Organization:  ________________________ Address:  ___________________________________

City:  ___________________ Province: ____________________ Postal Code:  ____________

Phone: _________________ Email (REQUIRED):  _______________________________________

PLEASE IDENTIFY ANY REQUIRED ACCOMMODATIONS.
EVERY ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO FULFILL YOUR REQUEST.

sign language interpreter braillereal-time captionist

computerized note taker captions media other:  __________________

food allergies/restrictions: ___________________________________________________________

TOTAL REMITTANCE: $ METHOD OF PAYMENT: mastercard visa
If you are paying by credit card, we will call you for card details.

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM TO:
ece@georgebrown.ca

Workshop Selection (first choice):      

Workshop Selection (second choice):  

1          2          3          4          5          6          7        

1          2          3          4          5          6          7        

mailto:ece@georgebrown.ca
mailto:ece@georgebrown.ca
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