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Photovoice Project: Look Through the Lens of Newcomer Families 

Research Question: How do newcomer families find and use programs to support their
young children?

Six early childhood educators and eight newcomers with young children 

Participated in a series of virtual workshops where they took photos that reflected their
experiences finding and accessing programs.

Participants discussed the meaning of the photos using SHOWeD as a prompt:
What do you see here?
What is happening here? 
How does this relate to our lives? 
Why does the issue exist? 
How can we become empowered through our new understanding? 
And, what can we do about it?



Play as the universal language for children to build
relationship and trust, and learn the language

Financial and language challenges of newcomer
families indirectly impacting newcomer children

Capable and confident
newcomer children when

supported
Fakhari, N., McIsaac, J.-L. D., Feicht, R., Reddington, S., Brigham,
S., Mandrona, A., McLean, C., Harkins, M. J., & Stirling Cameron, E.
(2023). Looking through the lens: A photovoice study examining
access to services for newcomer children. International Journal of
Qualitative Studies on Health and Well-Being, 18(1), 2255176. 

Photovoice Project: Look Through the Lens of Newcomer Families 



Early Learning and Child Care for Immigrant Families and Children: A
Pan-Canadian Jurisdictional Scan 

Research Question: What influences the delivery of child care across settlement agencies in
Canada?

Jurisdictional website scan of 192 organizations (English
(n=173) and French (n=19)) from a list provided by CMAS.

Conducted interviews and surveys with key informants to
validate information on websites and gather more
information on factors influencing delivery of child care
programs. 

20% of the recruited programs (n=38) provided complete
information in an interview or survey to inform the results
of this research. 

8
BC

5
MB

ON

NS

PEI

NB

NFL

SK

2

1

2

19
1

1



Key findings: What influences the delivery of child care across
settlement agencies in Canada?

In press: Fakhari, N., Pimentel, M., & McIsaac, J.-L. D. (2025). Early Learning
and Child Care for Newcomer Families and Children: A Pan-Canadian
Jurisdictional Scan. International Journal of Child, Youth and Family Studies.



Scoping review project focused on immigrant early childhood educators

A total of 13 studies met our inclusion criteria (n=1930 in original search):
First voice experiences of immigrant educators and pre-service teachers;
Working with children aged zero to eight;
Published in a peer-reviewed journal between 2011 and 2023.  

Papers were limited to participants who migrated to the USA (n=7), Canada (n=4), Australia (n=1), and
New Zealand (n=1).

Research Question: What is known about the experiences of immigrant early childhood
educators/teachers?



Preliminary findings: What is known about the experiences of immigrant early
childhood educators/teachers ?

Establishing Their
Identity as Educators in

the New Country

The Ways of Caring of
Immigrant Educators Are

Challenged 

Immigrant Educators’
Reflection on Play-Based

Learning

Deep Understanding of
Immigrant Children and

Families

Publication in progress.



The RAISED Between
Cultures Model

Brosinsky L, Georgis R, Gokiert R, Mejia T, Kirova A. RAISED Between Cultures: New resources 
for working with children of immigrant or refugee background. Childhood Education. 2018 Mar 
4;94(2):18–27. 

Supporting
Newcomer

Children in Early
Learning and Child

Care Settings



Behaviors and actions of children are
influenced by their cultural values and

practices.

Pre-migration experiences and
knowledge impact families and

children how to access and interact in
early learning and child care spaces.

Post-migration family context
can support educators to have a better

understanding of challenges that
newcomer families face on daily basis.

Learning families and their
children’s strength. 

Creating a safe emotional and physical
space for children to learn and adjust
to new people, new expectation, and

new routines.

Learning about families values and
setting goals with families for

children learning and development
outcomes.

 Brosinsky L, Georgis R, Gokiert R, Mejia T, Kirova A.
RAISED Between Cultures: New resources  for working

with children of immigrant or refugee background.
Childhood Education. 2018 Mar  4;94(2):18–27. 



Group discussion
Split into six groups and select one aspect of the RAISED model.

Review the description together and reflect and relate using the questions
provided and your own work with young children.

Join with a second group to explore how together this provides a more holistic
understanding of children.

Share back to learn how the whole framework works together. 

Georgis, R., Brosinsky, L., Mejia, T., Kirova, A., Gokiert, R., and
Knowledge Exchange Advisory (2017). RAISED between Cultures: A

Knowledge and Reflection Guidebook for Intercultural Practice in the
Early Years. Edmonton, AB: Community University Partnership,

University of Alberta.
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