
Why and When to Offer Tobacco 
Offering tobacco in the form of a tobacco tie is a custom that is shared by many Indigenous 
peoples. Tobacco is offered for many reasons and in many different contexts. 

It is appropriate when asking for assistance from an Indigenous elder, knowledge keeper or 
person to offer tobacco. When the person accepts tobacco, they agree to help in some 
way. Offering tobacco is a respectful way of asking for assistance and not as a symbol of 
gratitude after help is provided. 

When someone accepts tobacco, they are agreeing to listen openly and without judgement 
and to support you as best they can. 

It is appropriate to offer tobacco when asking for a song, an opening prayer, a teaching, 
Indigenous knowledge, or for advice. This should not replace remuneration or honoraria. 

 

How to Make a Tobacco Tie 
• Cut your fabric in a square (4 inches by 4 inches) 
• Put a small amount of tobacco in the center of the cloth 
• Fold all the ends of the cloth together 
• Tie the tobacco with a piece of yarn or twine; you can also cut a strip of the fabric to 

make a tie 

 



Making a Request 
Offer the tobacco tie or pouch when you make your initial request.  

To make a request, offer the tobacco tie or pouch by holding it in your left hand in front of 
you, state your request (be specific), and if the person accepts your request, place the 
tobacco in their hand. 

An example of what to say when making your request and offering tobacco: 

I am offering you this tobacco for… 

• the opening and closing remarks at [name of event]. 
• the smudging ceremony. 
• your guidance with ... 
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