
 
OISE Aboriginal Advisory Council 

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, January 30th, 2014 

12:00PM to 2:00PM 
OISE Room 7-162 

 
Present: Elders Cat Criger and Jacqui Lavalley, Suzanne L. Stewart, Dean O’Sullivan, Dr. Todd 
Cunningham, Jerry Lazare, Brenda Wastasecoot, Kenn Richard, Frank Pio, Bev Caswell, Dean 
O’Sullivan Dean O’Sullivan Julie Blair 
 
Regrets: Rauna Kuokkanen, Tanya Senk, Barbara-Ann Felschow, Dan & Mary Lou Smoke 
 
Recorder: Mikaela Gabriel 
Item Information Action or Recommendation 

1. Traditional 
Opening/Welcome, 
Introductions and 
Check-ins 

Traditional welcome and 
opening provided by Jacqui 
Lavalley and Cat Criger 

 

2. Approval of the 
Meeting Minutes 

Meeting minutes were 
approved by Frank Pio and 
Jerry Lazare. 

 

3. Pikangikum First 
Nation Assessment 
Project Review, 
Presented by Dr. Todd 
Cunningham 

Project supported by Bell 
Let’s Talk program. This 
project aimed to bring a group 
of PhD students to work with 
identified students with 
educational struggles in this 
community. Dr. Cunningham 
sought counsel for moving 
forward when working with a 
First Nations community.   

It is important for the program 
directors to engage with the 
community responsibly, 
integrating traditional 
knowledge, perspectives and 
culture with education.  
 
Teachers in this program are 
advised to experience further 
education on the particular 
barriers and history of 
working with Aboriginal 
people and to have Aboriginal 
community members working 
closely with program 
directors.  

4. ICS math and science 
program, presented by 
Bev Caswell 

The institute consists of 
educators in early childhood 
and teachers, ministers and 
professors.  
Last year was successful; this 
year, the math project has the 

Members of the council 
thought this initiative was 
collaborative and educational 
and was well supportive.  
 
Suggestions of involving a 



 
opportunity to develop a 
relationship with two schools 
that serve three First Nations 
communities. They are co-
planning a math night for the 
community that had the 
community leadership was 
very successful and largely 
attended.  
 
The First Nations community 
collaborated with the Institute, 
and with the community 
involvement, the attendance 
was 150 people, vs the 
expected 15.  
 

blanket ceremony in relations 
to math learnings, and erecting 
tepees are further alternatives 
for activities to take into 
consideration. 

5. Closing A traditional closing was 
provided by Jacqui Lavalley 
and Cat Criger. 

 

 
It is important to note that some agenda articles are going to be discussed at the next meeting. 
 


