
 
 

OISE Aboriginal Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 19, 2015 
OISE Room 7-232 

 
Members in Attendance: Suzanne Stewart, Mary Lou Smoke, Ashley Hyatt, Ken 
Richard, Sandra Styres, Julie Blair, Sean Kinsella, Jerry Lazare 
 
Elders/Teachers: Cat Criger, Jacqui Lavalley 
 
Regrets: Tanya Senk, Jean-Paul Restoule, Barbara-Ann Felschow, Frank Pio, Rauna 
Kuokkanen, Dan Smoke 
 
Item Information Action or Recommendation 
1) Traditional 
Opening/Welcome, 
Introductions and check-ins 

Traditional welcome and 
opening provided by Cat 
Criger 

 

2) Approval of Meeting 
Minutes 

Revised meeting minutes 
were distributed  

Minutes were approved 
from last meeting by Jacqui 
Lavalley and Sean Kinsella 

3) Deepening Knowledge 
update 

Jean-Paul sent email update 
 
The program is going well, 
reaching more teachers and 
website is being visited 800 
times per day 
 
Received additional funding 
to continue the program 

Want to know the projects 
being run, the research 
being done, and how they 
are being integrated into the 
Masters of Teaching 
program. 
 
Want to expand the project 
so more people at OISE can 
be involved. 
 
Interested in addressing the 
challenges the program may 
be facing and the teachers 
may be facing by school 
boards. 
 
Want to know what the 
council can do help and 
expand the program. 
 
 
 



 
Item Information Action or Recommendation 
4) Indigenous Initiative at 
OISE update 

5 million dollars that was 
used to help bring in Sean 
Atleo, but Suzanne has not 
been able to meet with him 
as she is on sabbatical. 
 
Unsure of the projects Sean 
Atleo is currently working 
on 
 
The initiative needs an 
academic director, visiting 
and adjunct professor, and 
post doctoral fellows to help 
get additional funding  
 

Wants to maintain 
relationships with the 
philanthropists  

5) New Centre for 
Indigenous Knowledges 
Opening 

The new centre includes: 
the meeting room, CRC 
research lab, and the Elder’s 
lounge with new furniture  

Will be getting more items 
including projector, and 70 
inch screens 
 
Want to have a naming 
ceremony and a student 
research symposium to 
encourage students to use 
the space 
 
Suggested ceremonies: a 
pipe ceremony, big drum 
ceremony, sunrise 
ceremony  
 
Would like include 
Aboriginal artwork with a 
mural made by youth that 
could be presented on the 
grand opening with a 
teaching by the Elders 
 
Will invite Native Child 
youth or children from 
Jerry’s school, or the SOAR 
program and give them a 
certificate for Native 



 
Item Information Action or Recommendation 

Leadership for creating the 
artwork 
 
Would like a vision 
statement for the centre, and 
acknowledge the traditional 
territory  
 
Suzanne will put a draft of 
the event together and bring 
to the next meeting 
 

6) Education Forum Debrief 
and Next Steps 

Drafted a report and will 
email to everyone 
 
Received $50, 000 of 
funding that will be used to 
update the guidelines from 
2007 for ethical research 
guidelines for health 
research on Aboriginal 
people.  
 

After reviewing the report 
will decide on the next steps 
(e.g., publish, or conduct an 
additional forum) 

7) Aboriginal education in 
teaching education at OISE 
 

Moving into the Masters of 
Teachers program 
 
Two mandatory Aboriginal 
courses for teacher 
candidates, one will be 
taught by Sandra Styres 
 

 

8) Dean Julia O’Sullivan 
 

Dean is planning on 
establishing a governing 
counsel for the initiative, 
but they have not met yet 
 
Dean O’Sullivan will not be 
re-applying for another term 
 
U of T and the new Dean 
could re-allocate the 5 
million dollar initiative to 
other projects 

Will be applying for 
funding to pay for the 
operating cost for this 
office. 
 
Will bring the budget to the 
next meeting. 
 
Dean will be at the next 
meeting 



 
Item Information Action or Recommendation 
9) TCDSB Aboriginal Peer 
Mentorship Pilot Program 

Frank unable to attend, but 
he asked the committee for 
a peer mentorship program 
 
Suzanne wrote a proposal 
that was approved by the 
school board and it will 
bring university students 
and Elders to the TCDSB to 
act as mentors. 
 
Will speak to students in 
grades 5 and 11 about 
Aboriginal culture and the 
student’s own education 
journey for 1 hour every 
week 
 
Are happening every week 
in Feb, March, April, and 
May with students from U 
of T/OISE 

First one was Feb 20, 2015 
in Scarborough. 
 
In the Fall will apply for a 
SSHRC grant to expand the 
program with the goal of 
getting students to self-
identify as Indigenous and 
research will be collected 
 
In June Frank, the mentors 
and the Elders will meet to 
assess student feedback and 
modify the program 
 
Jerry is interested in 
potentially expanding the 
program to the TDSB in the 
future 

10) NLC Visiting Elder 
Partnership 

Jacqui was going out there, 
but it hasn’t happened this 
year. 
 
They are offering language 
classes right now  
 
Does not think it will 
continue this year because 
they are running an art 
program and have a project 
with OCAD.  

Will revisit for next year 

11) Other outreach 
possibilities 

Sean is interested in seeing 
how the mentor pilot goes, 
because he has a partnership 
and connection in the Peel 
school board 

Ashley email Jerry with 
SOAR details so he can 
invite his students to the 
program 

12) Other business Jerry needs access to 
filming equipment  
 
Smudging policy: Suzanne 

Want to create a space so it 
can be ventilated and it’s a 
standard protocol  
 



 
Item Information Action or Recommendation 

called into the CAO’s office 
who told her that smudging 
is banned on the 5th floor 
and there is a designated 
smudging room at the 
Centre for Aboriginal 
Initiatives but no smudging 
allowed at OISE because it 
is a fire/health and safety 
concern. 
 
Previously we gave 24-hour 
notices to building services 
and used an air filter. 
 
Suzanne responded and 
there is precedence in the 
Ontario legislation that 
smudging is exempt and 
most other universities in 
Ontario also give 24-hour 
notice before smudging 

Counsel thinks it needs to 
be fought  

13) Next meeting Will be in March A Doodle Poll will be sent 
out for next meeting 

14) Closing  
 

A traditional closing was 
held 

 

 


