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Ontario Institute for Studies in Education Alumni Association (OISEAA)  

 
BIANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Monday, June 11, 2018 – OISE, Rm 12-105 

 

MINUTES 

 
Present:  Sofya Malik, Ed Thompson., Sim Kapoor, Jeff Myers, Anne Venton, Christina Mitas (Chair), 
Natalie Neumann-Butler, Lindsay Shaddy, Nikoletta Papadopoulos, Cindy Sinclair, Suryana Thappa, 
Matthew Stodolak, Tracey King, Mimi Masson, Amy Parker 
 
Regrets:  Peter Liu, Nadia Badok, Shawna Carrol 
 
Absent:   Michael Sinclair, Celina Cheng, Rumeet Billan 
 
 
Meeting called to order by President Christina Mitas at 6 :00 pm  
A brief introduction of all present was requested by the Chair.  
 

1. The Agenda was approved with one addition of a request for Alumni Peer Reviewers for Graduate 
Student Research Conference Journal.  

 
2. The main business was the Election of Officers for 2018-2019, led by past president Ed Thompson.  

A short presentation from candidates for VP External was given by Matt and Nadia. As Nadia was absent, 
her presentation was read by Ed Election vote resulted in Matt elected as VP External. 
Remaining slate as acclaimed:  

Cindy Sinclair – President 
VP Internal – Celina Cheng 
VP External – Matthew Stodolak 
Treasurer – Nikoletta Papadopoulos 
Secretary – Amy Parker 
Members-at-Large – Peter Liu, Michael Sinclair, Shawna Carroll, Anne Venton, Ed Thompson, 
Tracey King, Wakako Ishikawa, Jason Brennan, Jeff Myers, Silvia Neumann-Butler, Mimi Masson, 
Sofya Malik, Lindsay Shaddy, Suryana Thappa 
Nadia is to be invited by Ed to attend our next meeting in the fall should she wish to be voted in as 
Member-at-large.  

 
3.  Election of chairs  

- Awards Committee (Ed)  
- Young Alumni Council – Rumeet Billan 
- Mentorship Committee – Peter Liu 
- OISE Alumni & Friends Leadership Series (Sofya) – to continue into next year 
- OISE Chinese Alumni Association – Celina Cheng  
- Constitution Committee – Michael Sinclair  
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Part of the discussion centred around possibly beginning an Indigenous Alumni Association, with 
membership possible for non-indigenous alumni as well and Sim nominated Tracey to search for a chair for 
the committee. 
 
Other discussion noted that the OISE Student Advisory Committee does not have a chair and Mimi will 
search for a chair for the committee 
 
For the Spring Reunion Planning Committee, Nikoletta was nominated by Cindy Sinclair, incoming 
president, as chair for next year. 
 
Motion by Jeff Myers, seconded by Cindy Sinclair to approve chairs. Motion carried. 
 
4.  OISE College of Electors Representatives 
Nikoletta, Tracey, Anne will continue as members for their two-year term. There are four compulsory 
meetings. Lindsay reminded us that if the first meeting is not attended by a member, that person is excluded 
from all further meetings at the College of Electors.  
Cindy and Matthew spoke regarding their merits as member of College of Electors. Christina and Sim 
counted the tallies and announced that Matt narrowly won.   
 
5.  Looking back at 2018 

• AERA in NYC was attended by Sim and Cindy.  Sim described an amusing reception given by 
OISE. AERA will be held in Toronto next year.  Cindy is on the AERA Social Committee. She 
would like us to help plan social events to welcome some of the 17000 delegates to the city and 
surrounding areas of Toronto.  

 
• MTSA Gala (Matt) –This well attended Gala included two academic speakers, Claire Brett and Jim 

Hewat, followed by dancing. It received financial assistance from OISE and also raised some 
money itself.   

 
• Graduate Research Conference (Mimi) –The conference included 200 attendees and received 

faculty support. If anyone can assist with peer-reviewing of articles for the students’ journal, you are 
asked to volunteer by contacting Mimi.   

 
• Young Alumni InspirED Luncheon (Sofya) –This event was on May 3. Denise Dwyer was the 

speaker and it was hugely enjoyed. On the OISE website can be seen pictures and details if you are 
interested or if you know people who attended. It is of great interest to new alumni as it concerns 
their future interests and work opportunities. 

 
• Council of Presidents dinner (Anne) – This dinner was on May 24 and was attended by Presidents 

of alumni associations and groups. All executive members of alumni associations at U of T are 
invited such as executive divisional alumni of the colleges. Speakers were Prof Goel, VP Research 
& Innovation and D. Palmer, VP, Advancement at Rotman’s, and they presented results from an 
Alumni survey taken in April-June 2017. The talk described the economical, cultural and social 
impact of U of T on the community, emphasizing the social contributions of alumni since most U of 
T graduates work in the fields of law, teaching and social services. We are also found in academic 
institutions, in the professions and working in arts and culture. Many academic writers contribute to 
peer-reviewed articles and some are in politics. This survey response was 8% which is considered to 
be good. (hand out given out by Anne) 
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• OISE Reception at Congress of Social Sciences and Humanities (Anne) in Regina was well 
attended. This prestigious conference has interesting and current speakers presenting academic 
papers. The Congress in 2019 will be held at UBC.   
 

 
 

• Kids Passport to U of T (Nikoletta & Natalie) was June 2, lasting 2 hours from 12-2. Matthew and 
Nikoletta helped other alumni with STEM activities for 100+ kids and face-painting fun, etc.  

 
• U of T Shaker Event at Wonderland (Suryana) - Alumni, guests, families and friends visited at 

Wonderland for a day.The table for OISE was very popular as Sim explained with 75-80 people 
visiting. It provides an opportunity to promote U of T to young and recent alumni and their friends 
and families.  

 
6.  Upcoming Events 
 
Spring Reunion (Sim) will be very soon, on Wed. June 13 and 60 people are registered for Nexus Lounge at 
4; 800 registered for the lecture in the Auditorium. If there is overflow, the library and Nexus will be used 
for seating. Volunteers are needed and welcome. Lindsay and Tracey, amongst others expressed their 
intentions to be there.  
 
Convocation will be Tues. June 12 and June 20 and volunteers are again needed for the Alumni Association 
table.  
 
Next Leadership event 2019 – During the discussion, Sofya suggested a networking speed event for which 
support was expressed. 
 
7.  Other Business 
 
Dates for our four 2018-2019 AA meetings to be decided by straw poll sent by Cindy before third week of 
September.  
 
Fireside chat (Cindy) – Cindy organized the first International Fireside Chat with international alumni and 
proposes the organization of an international pen pals experience for elementary schools in Ghana and 
Toronto, and as well an international exchange program for alumni to visit schools in other countries. It 
could possibly include student visits to international schools.  
 
A discussion began regarding the relatively new structure of education degrees from OISE and their 
similarities and differences, such as the concurrent undergraduate degree with a teaching degree, the M.T., 
the M.Ed., and those that allow membership to O.T.C. and which ones participate in Q.E.C.O. evaluations.   
 
Motion to adjourn moved by Cindy, seconded by Lindsay.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:00. 
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