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debuted in 2005 at Hart House Theatre, Toronto.
Salima is committed to building bridges between
different communities. This she does through orga-
nizing interfaith dialogues and through her extensive
public speaking engagements. A noted public
speaker, she has addressed church groups, Jewish
organizations, school students, teachers and
community groups on issues related to Islamo-
phobia, Muslim women, equity and diversity. She is
also passionate about social justice and equailty
of women, and has a broad range of international
experience in this field, including academic and front-
line. Salima is currently enrolled in a PhD program
at the University of Toronto, researching
pluralism, Muslim societies and education .

Through her involvement with a wide range of
activities, she has contributed to a deeper
understanding of Canadian Muslim women. Much
of Salima’s work has contributed to and
supports the development of pluralist civil
societies. As a teacher at the secondary school
level, she designed curriculum integrating inter-
faith dialogue into world religions coursework,
including youth conferences on sustainable
interfaith relations. She has also trained young
people as anti-racist educators dealing with
issues of Islamophobia and hate crime. Additionally,
Salima is the founder of the Muslim Women’s
Collective, an organization committed to the
artistic, intellectual and spiritual enhancement
of Muslim women and youth. In 2006, she was
awarded a summer fellowship with Harvard Uni-
versity’s pluralism project. Her research focused
on the intersection of faith, activism and art
among Muslim artists across North America.

Apart from being published in critically acclaimed
journals, Salima is also the author of Majalis
al-ilm: Sessions of Knowledge: Reclaiming and
Representing the Lives of Muslim Women (2003).
The book highlights the plurality of Muslim
women’s voices and it enables them to examine
religion on the basis of their experience rather
than their knowledge of Arabic or religious laws.
According to one reviewer, the publication
“provides a breath of life into contemporary under-
standing of the inner dimension of Islam.” Salima
has also contributed to the Canadian artistic
fabric as a playwright, director and choreographer.
Her first major production, Re-writing the Script,

SALIMA BHIMANI is an educator,
author, artist and activist.
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