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Professor FAN Zhimin is Director of Breast Surgery at the No 1 Hospital of Jilin University in 
Changchun. He is a full professor and top medical specialist who supervises Masters and 
Doctoral Degree students in the field. He is a member of the standing committee of the Breast 
Cancer training centre and a member of China’s national committee on Cancer Treatment, also a 
member of China’s national committee on disease prevention and its subcommittee on breast 
cancer treatment. He also serves as a member of the standing committee of Jilin Province’s 
Medical Association and Surgery Committee and vice chair of surgery for Jilin’s Cancer 
Prevention society, as well as holding other committee memberships. He is a member of the 
editorial committees of two journals, Zhonghua zhongliu yufang zazhi (The China Tumour 
Prevention Journal) and Zhongguo yiyuan yongyao pingjia (The China Journal of Evaluation of 
Hospital Drug Use).  
 
 
Presentation: Canada-China Collaboration in Cancer Treatment and Prevention and its 
Broader Social Impact 

Abstract:  
 
The Norman Bethune University of Medical Science established a collaborative relationship with 
Laval University in 1990 and its first phase of cooperation focused on support for Norman 
Bethune to strengthen and increase its ability to serve cancer relief in the region. A new unit was 
established on September 18 of 1991, which combined functions of medical treatment, teaching 
and research in dealing with cancer, and was called the Bethune Laval Oncology Unit (BLOU). 
This unit adapted Canada’s most current models of tumour treatment to the Chinese context and 
had a high degree of success within a short period of time. When the project entered its second 
phase in 1996, its objective was to improve the training of personnel dealing with tumour cells, 
greatly expand the reach of the tumour registry, and greatly expand public education and 
awareness of cancer. The two phases of the project continued for eleven years and at the close of 
that period the second international conference on tumours was held in Changchun, as the project 
was coming to a close. There were over two hundred specialists attending the conference, 
including many international experts, also some government officials, and all gave a very high 
evaluation to the results of this collaboration.  

 


