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Professor FU Tingdong is an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, and a 
professor of agricultural science at Huazhong Agricultural University, China. He has made 
outstanding contributions to the discovery and study of Pol cytoplasmic male sterility and to the 
development and utilization of hybrid cultivars in rapeseed. He has bred thirteen varieties, with a 
total accumulative area of over 7.0 million hectares. Recently, he found a new type of CMS. His 
group has provided the linkage map construction and cloning of genic male sterility genes in this 
plant. His suggestion of sowing rapeseed as forage during the vacant period after the wheat 
harvest in northwestern China has provided economic benefits to poor farmers. Professor Fu is 
the recipient of the Superior Scientist Award of the International Consultative Research Group on 
Rapeseed (GCIRC), Paris; The Third World Academy of Sciences Prize (agriculture sciences, 
2003); Memorial Lifetime Achievement Award, Mustard Research and Promotion Consortium 
(MRPC), New Delhi; and the National Technology Specialized Talent Prize of China. 
 
Professor ZHOU Yongming is a professor in the College of Plant Science and Technology, 
Huazhong Agriculture University. He was a Research Fellow in University of Saskatchewan 
between 1999 – 2004. Dr. Zhou has been working on genetics and metabolism engineering of 
canola seeds and functional studies of important genes for canola seed development and quality. 
He has published over sixty refereed papers and is the principle inventor of 5 patents. He is 
currently the director of the Laboratory of Rapeseed Genetics and Breeding administrated by the 
Agriculture Ministry of China, and a member of the International Consultative Group on 
Rapeseed. 
 
Presentation: A Milestone in China-Canada Scientific Education Exchange: A Remarkable 
Account of 25 Years’ Academic Cooperation History between the Huazhong Agriculture 
University and several Canadian Institutions 
 
Abstract:  
 
HAU started working with Canadian universities in the early 80s, and the 10 years’ of 
cooperation with University of Manitoba under CIDA sponsorship were highly significant with 
considerable achieved achievement. In the two-phased project in agricultural education under 
CCULP and SULCP , which aimed at nurturing an advanced training capability in rapeseed 
breeding, production and quality control, we welcomed 18 Canadian professors to China for 
short-term teaching and research exchanges, and we sent dozens of scholars to Canada to 
conduct joint research. Many of those returned scholars later established themselves as core 
faculty members and academic leaders and produced high-level research results. Some of them 
were elected as national academicians, university presidents and  outstanding researchers at the 
provincial level or Yangtze Scholars, who contributed significantly to the fields of agricultural 
science, soil chemistry, agricultural economics, food science and veterinary & herding sciences. 
 
We have actively extended our collaborative exchanges, over the recent decade, with more 
Canadian academic institutions becoming involved, including the University of Saskatchewan, 
the University of Guelph, McGill University and the Canadian Research Institute of Agriculture 
and Food and joint degree programs and research being developed.  We have sent over 10 
graduate students to conduct research in Canada, and 19 undergraduate students are now 
pursuing degree programs in the linkage universities.  


