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Presentation: Canada-China Collaboration in Engineering Education 
 
Abstract:  
 
As a successful case of CCULP in the engineering field, the project on Computer 
Application in the Northwest Railway System between Lanzhou Railway Institute (LRI) 
and Ryerson Polytechnic University will be reviewed in a somewhat broader vision.  The 
project benefited LRI in aspects of curriculum development, the upgrading of research 
ability, the building of closer relationships with enterprises and innovation in school 
management.   This paper will explore the wider impact of these projects on higher 
engineering education in China where colleges, departments and curricula had been 
designed according to industrial and manufacturing sectors and products respectively 
since the 1950s.  
 
The long term influences of the project reached social sectors and issues such as gender 
equality and the triangular relationship among the government, the market and social 
forces.  The success of the project could be attributed to the combination of reform and 
openness in the surroundings,  a sense of the "right time" in the international exchange 
history of Chinese universities, precise design and preparation, serious execution, and 
post-project efforts to continue and extend the positive outcomes of the project.  The 
experiences of the CIDA supported Canada-China university linkage programs that were 
carried out two decades ago need to be studied as a heritage which is valuable to potential 
further exchanges in higher education and other fields between the two countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


