
Transforming Canada-China Educational Cooperation: Significant Legacies and Future 

Challenges (May 9-10, 2014, Beijing) – Keynote speaker from the Chinese side 

 

Professor WANG Ying has been an Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences 

since 2001 and a professor of Coastal and Ocean Science at Nanjing University since the 

early 1960s. She holds an assistant doctorate degree from Peking University’s Geography 

and Geology Departments (1961) and an honorary doctorate in environmental science 

from the University of Waterloo in Canada (2001). From 1979 to 1982 she was a research 

fellow in Marine Geology at the Department of Geology, Dalhousie University and a 

visiting scholar of the Bedford Institute of Oceanography of Canada. At Nanjing 

University she has served as Dean of the College of Geosciences and Director of the 

National Pilot Laboratory of Coast and Island Development. She has been conferred a 

number of significant awards in recognition of her research on coastal evolution and 

river-sea systems.  

 

Presentation: 35 year’s Collaboration on Marine-Earth Sciences between Nanjing 

University and Canadian Universities 

 

Abstract: 

The collaboration between Nanjing University and Canadian universities and 

research institutes has reached 35 years since 1979. Personnel exchanges for lectures or 

joint research programs were the first step. For example, Wang Ying was in Dalhousie 

University and the Bedford Institute of Oceanography, Atlantic Geoscience Centre to do 

joint research from Feb. 1979 to Feb. 1982 for three years, while Dr. G. Vicks and Dr. D. 

Buckley from B.I.O visited Nanjing University in 1981 and 1983, and Professor Bruce 

Mitchell visited NJU for the first time in June of 1989. As the second step of 

collaboration, gradually, a series of collaborative projects were developed: 

①. An IDRC project (SECC China 010/IDRC 3P-87-1003-02) was carried out by NJU 

and BIO from 1988-1992 under the title “The Sedimentation Processes of Tidal 

Embayments and their Relationship to Deepwater Harbour Development along the coast 

of Hainan Island, China.” 

②. A CIDA project (CCHEP282/19736, 1997-2002) was carried out by NJU and 

University of Waterloo, U. of Guelph, U. of Wilfrid Laurier. This was successfully 

completed, with the training of more than 50 post graduate students, equal to master 

degree level, in the remote Hainan Island. Today, most of them are leaders in the 

different level of local government. 

③. A CIDA Tier 1 S-61562 (2002-2007) project entitled  “Eco-Planning and 

Environmental Management in Coastal Communities” was jointly carried out by by 

University of Waterloo, Dalian University of Technology, Hainan Province and NJU. 

 

As a result of the above joint projects,  a formal “University of Waterloo and 

Nanjing University Sino-Canadian College” was established in Nov. 2005, which  could 

be seen as as the 3
rd

 stage of progress in the growing dimensions of cooperation. 

In the coming future, we will extend the close relationship with Dalhousie University and 

Bedford Institute of Oceanography, as well as other Canadian universities.  


