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Overview
• What is plagiarism?
• University of Toronto Academic Integrity
• Smart Strategies
• Style Guides – What are they and how do we use 

them?
• APA: Why we cite in academic writing
• Reference Software Management



What is Plagiarism?



• Presenting the work, ideas, or words of another 
as your own, even by accident ( U of T, 2020)

• It is considered plagiarism to draw any idea or 
any language from someone else without 
adequately crediting that source in your 
paper. (Harvard University, 2015)

http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/sources/citing-sources


• Plagiarism also occurs when a student obtains an 
assignment from a friend and attempts to rewrite or 
“edit” the paper to reduce the amount of exact text 
matches. This is often detected by plagiarism 
detection software, or when similarities become 
evident during grading (U of T, 2020)



• A common form of plagiarism manifests as 
incomplete paraphrasing or “tracing”, where a 
passage is copied from another source and a 
handful of words have been changed to synonyms 
but the structure and majority of text from the 
original passage remains intact ( U of T, 2020)



What does it mean to act 
with academic integrity?



• The University of Toronto is committed to the 
free and open exchange of ideas, and to the 
values of independent inquiry.

• Academic integrity is fundamental to our 
university community’s intellectual life. 

Source: https://www.academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/

https://www.academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/


Fundamentals of Academic Integrity

• Honest
• Trust
• Fairness
• Respect 
• Responsibility
• Courage
(https://www.academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/)



BICS & CALP 
Basic Interpersonal Communication 
Skills

Cognitive Academic Language 
Proficiency

Cummins, J. (1979). Linguistic Interdependence and the Educational Development of 
Bilingual Children. Review of Educational Research, 49(2), 222–
251. https://doi.org/10.3102/00346543049002222

https://doi.org/10.3102/00346543049002222


What do I do as a new student?
• Read the article completely,
• Take some notes on the main ideas of the text,
• Compare the new version with the original, 
• Ensure the credit is given appropriately, 
• Make an appointment with writing center



Build Towards Final Paper Early On
1. Narrow down your topic of interest and read with a question in mind.

i. Do you have a research interest? Read thinking about how what you 
are reading deepens your knowledge in that. 

ii. Do you not have a specific interest? Turn the title into a question and 
answer it in the end. 

2. Pause and think about what you are reading. 
i. Reading academically is not like reading a novel! Slower and requires 

reflection. Think of it as a conversation with the author. 
3. Make good annotations and reading notes.  

i. Annotations are like pebbles that help you find your way back home. 
They are where you do the heavy lifting of thinking early on in the 
semester. 



Reading Notes are the Building Blocks of 
Your Term Papers

1. What is the main idea/argument/finding? 
2. How do they demonstrate it? 
3. What is the implication of this for my interest? 
4. What do I think of it? 
5. Quotes
6. Other interesting work to look up



Example of Reading Notes

Kahauni’s Enduring Indgeneity





Smart Strategies are designed to provide students and 
instructors with information, tips, and resources to help 
them promote and maintain academic integrity at the 
University of Toronto. 

Smart Strategies



Smart Strategies

Source: https://www.academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/smart-strategies/



Smart Strategies

Source: https://www.academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/smart-strategies/



Check in

Do you have any 
questions?





OISE LIBRARY
oise.library.utoronto.ca

• Emily Hector, Instruction & Public Services 
Librarian, OISE Library

• Jenaya Webb, Research & Public Services 
Librarian, OISE Library



Scholarship as Conversation
"Communities of scholars, researchers, or professionals engage in sustained 
discourse with new insights and discoveries occurring over time as a result of 
varied perspectives and interpretations” (ACRL, 2016). 

Includes:
• Citing the contributing work of others in your own work
• Seeing yourself as a contributor to scholarly discussion, not just a consumer of it
• Taking on responsibility for entering the conversation
Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education. (2016). Association of College and Research 
Libraries (ACRL). Retrieved from http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework. 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework


Style Guides

• Why do we use them?
• Communication
• Consistency
• Credibility
• Conversation



Style Guides

• How do we use them?
• No need to memorize – use 

them as reference
• Know where to go, then 

follow an example



APA Citation has two steps:
In-text citation: Points reader towards the reference list.

Reference list: Informs the reader where to find a source that's been 
used.



Citation Workflow
1. Identify the resource type (article, book, website, etc.)
2. Find a (correct!) example of a citation in the APA Guide or 

on a site such as OWL Excelsior.
3. Locate the information you need to complete it.
4. Insert the components in the correct order and syntax.



Step 1: Identify the resource type.



Step 2: Find an example citation (OWL Excelsior)



Step 3: Locate the information you need.



Step 4: Insert components in the correct order.

Author’s Last name, Author’s First and Middle initials, & Last names and 
initials of other authors, if any. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal 
italicized, Volume number italicized(Issue number), Page numbers. 
DOI

Kerr, K. (2019). Teacher development through coteaching outdoor 
science and environmental education across the elementary-middle 
school transition. The Journal of Environmental Education, 51(1), 1-
18. DOI: 10.1080/00958964.2019.1604482

https://doi-org.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/10.1080/00958964.2019.1604482


If you want to practice later: 
https://uoft.me/citation-practice

https://uoft.me/citation-practice


Using a Citation Manager
• Streamlines the process of saving & organizing sources and 

generating citations
• Many options: RefWorks, Zotero, Mendeley, EndNote, 

PaperPile...
• Table of comparison:

https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/citationmanagement
• Similar functionalities, but differences in price point, 

storage, workflows, etc.

https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/citationmanagement


Getting Started with RefWorks
• RefWorks is free for U of T students, staff, and faculty
• Signing in through the OISE Library

• Visit the OISE Library website: 
http://oise.library.utoronto.ca

• Using the Library > RefWorks
• Support with RefWorks

• RefWorks YouTube
• Contact us! oise.library@utoronto.ca

http://oise.library.utoronto.ca/
https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/refworks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzmTj_AGeY59VoNv-0SvcCg/featured
mailto:oise.library@utoronto.ca


RefWorks Demonstration



OWL Excelsior for APA Style: 
https://owl.excelsior.edu/

The APA Style Blog: 
https://apastyle.apa.org/blog

U of T Libraries Workshops Calendar: 
https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/digital-scholarship/workshop-calendar

The RefWorks tutorials: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzmTj_AGeY59VoNv-0SvcCg/featured

Citation management software guide:
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/citationmanagement

Online resources for citing

https://owl.excelsior.edu/
https://apastyle.apa.org/blog
https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/digital-scholarship/workshop-calendar
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzmTj_AGeY59VoNv-0SvcCg/featured
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/citationmanagement


Contact Us!
Email: oise.library@utoronto.ca
Website: http://oise.library.utoronto.ca

Research support:
• AskChat with a Librarian
• Virtual drop-in reference hours
• Request a consultation with a librarian

mailto:oise.library@utoronto.ca
http://oise.library.utoronto.ca/
https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/ask-librarian
https://oise.library.utoronto.ca/services-referenceandresearch
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/OISELibrary@utoronto.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/


Viewpoint of instructor
Professor Leslie Stewart Rose



How to  book an appointment at the OSSC

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/orss/OISE_S
tudent_Success_Centre.html OR perform a 
search for ORSS OSSC 

Select “Book an Appointment”

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/orss/OISE_Student_Success_Centre.html


Enter in your 
UTORID



Select OISE 
Student Success 
Centre 



If you are a first time user of this 
account as an OISE student, you must 
register for an account









QUESTIONS?



CONTACT US

OISE LIBRARY
Emily Hector, Instruction & Public Services Librarian
Jenaya Webb, Research & Public Services Librarian

Email: oise.library@utoronto.ca
Website: http://oise.library.utoronto.ca

OISE STUDENT SUCCESS CENTRE
Nicole Ryan,  Student Success
Email: ossc.oise@utoronto.ca
Website/Book an appointment:  
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/orss/OISE_Student_Success_Centre.html

mailto:oise.library@utoronto.ca
http://oise.library.utoronto.ca
mailto:OSSC.OISE@UTORONTO.CA


Thank You!
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