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Education Context: Cote d'lvoire

Key Facts:
Only 47.17% of adults in Cote d’lvoire are literate.?°

despite high grade repetition (11.05%'® repetition rate).

(French), rather than the language spoken at home.

Over 60 local languages® are spoken throughout the country, but the
language of instruction in school is French.

How does a child’'s language environment impact
language and literacy skills?

Language skills (vocabulary, phonological awareness) are important for
reading development, in both of a child’s two languages: L1 and L2.>® Early
bilingual exposure is associated with language and reading advantages.'

P1. Children from bilingual local language-French homes will
outperform children from monolingual local language homes.

Bilingual education programs that incorporate the local language as a

language of instruction are increasingly implemented in sub-Saharan Africa,

including Cote d'lvoire, as a means to bolster literacy outcomes.

P2. Children attending bilingual schools will outperform children

attending French-only schools.

Many children remain functionally illiterate at the end of primary school.®

lvorian children face the challenge of learning to read in a new language

(supporting P1)
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School Language: Bilingual schools show poorer language and literacy skills but less

nts Impact Children’s Language and Literacy Outcomes In
Sub-Saharan Africa

Mary-Claire Ball', Erin Curran', Fabrice Tanoh?, Hermann Akpe?’, Shakhlo Nematova', Kaja K. Jasinska®
University of Delaware, Universite Felix Houphouet-Boigny, Réseau Ouest et Centre Africain de Recherche en Education, Abidjan, University of Toronto, Haskins Laboratories ((“’"s"‘“s La"°""‘°”“))

Home Language: Bilingual children show better language and literacy skills in L1 & L2
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Policy Implications

e Early bilingual exposure is associated with
advantages for children's language and reading
outcomes.

e If bilingual education is low quality, children may miss
the opportunity to benefit from bilingual education.

e Bilingual education can potentially mitigate costly
grade repetition.” "

Key Takeaway: Bilingual education may only be
effective for improving literacy outcomes if implemented
in a high-quality way.

Method

Research Q1
Children (N=830) 1st, 3rd, 5th grade

Children's Home and School Language Environments
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Do monolingual French and bilingual Low quality bilingual education

schools differ in quality?

®
Challenges for local language instruction may
contribute to inconsistent learning outcomes In
sub-Saharan Africa:>' °
e |nadequate classroom materials
e Little to no teacher training .
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School Language

Monolingual

. Bilingual

School Type

Home Monolingual Local Bilingual Local-French

School Monolingual French Bilingual Local-French

1. Home/school experience questionnaire'® 1215
2. Language assessment in French*%'°21.22 gnd Local
language (Abidji, Attié, Baoulé, Béte'>1°)

1. Phonological awareness

2. Vocabulary

3. Oral language comprehension

4, Tone awareness (local only)
3. French literacy assessment’®

1. Letter reading

2. Word reading

3. Nonword reading

4 Reading comprehension

Research Q2
Teachers (N=51; French schools=36, bilingual schools=15)

1. Questionnaire®’’
2. Open-ended interview
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